eet taint dtitinel 
oP Caparo eh oot 
sed al Metin eed ated tilt otiadae 
Ha he Petr OC oe FineioPand ete Oe That 


ee — eat -e 
PhO OE cage Oe ES 
re nm rna an SA Se 7" 
meeiian “inition tat aiannn aan! ° ‘ “ z 
ee er oe nmoAtes : 

retest PP et na LA n Pele tw Opin P enn teeont eiTeatiege ceneot eietien tee 
a eee 
1 ells tan Ba Oe tingh ale oS wil Ah Toh a © 
wel ee 


ee eee arenes 
niin asi ps Pes me oesTagn Marne men 


ata raters Robie ama a relents 
ieee eet 
weeny 
ae Pog en Tame ner 
msghenn on Sustain Snr A . 
a rs te" nes Naam matter ena encnatma ener ue . 
me ee et a me ‘aa ong Tem ves “eet ee eel Ss 
ae iadibed treet Pat net wen Set ell me “ wr 
nee meen einer weit PH antag tna" att eh 8 
Fa etn mal 


ay ond nN Te 
ET aan 
mitt ene nations ewe ” ae 
ener Patemeie tate te - some thei nen Hi ad TS ne eet 
i dd ee 
eateiton hs eee - 
ad - + 
. a megane eal an ehh ooh eer 
NT tne aaa 
eee Sed mrt oe pe Met ae oh eit nn 


Fete eS 
ae pes tes een the  e 
Neti ae Man eM 9 Masia on merme 


lind 
a Ta lng Syne Tae am 


Sete eteres 
mea mw mate 
tate 
i cial 
serene 
RT adie 
noe 
RO 


are ee ey eS TN Meme mT 

EY tied 

a est Pra atone phen! tian Npaleet —arad La 
ee oe 

teat anges ap oat ag end wal” 


whe me nae 


ag ee ene eee oes ee 
Ee ied 
ftacet merit me 
tami et Na ot eee 
sapiens ant eng” alan" ih we 

Ty earichan ina nee Teen nr onl mee atts 


cama entearee ee 
ncn Negus malta aN Tog 
edited 
Aan an ne Tas meted mean TAOS 


nwa anne 
a 
pines edimet aw pe teT ow Tak omer 


ery ae ee 
er ee eee dd 
avietee moe 


erneterie atta 


ina iE ap tal waa! tae oe aca oN 8 ESS 
SE pai raat eal. pte EN al 


overeat tettegsan natin De SS ~ ’ etem 
mg en lie eae sae nae 
a PA ee Pe teed ae 


we” 


we wt tint le 
Se LO ET 


gee Ss - as 
a 


Suite he hs 


> 5 


+f ei 
a ’*> ’ 
tas. ees oe 
4 wa’ ie @ pf Al | 4) A 
ges one hie 
a { My 
‘ 


aD . i i 


Hee | 


REYNOLDS HISTORICAL 


; ‘ oe ois" . 
. Vey ws 
es A ve ‘. ‘VV 
(Pires 

» 4 
: “i 
e 


4 


_ GENEALOGY COLLECTION 


7 se \ 
La ‘4 sy 4 eer 
c. 4 


0 P j 
ve, ¥ 


-/~ 
we 
iv 


ro y . ‘ay he 
. i . ‘ 


er 


| ALLEN COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
; 
| 


PLA 


3 1833 01716 41 


Ae a i ma: 


i, in i ie 


Tih ee 
Se Ge, 
- i" >), % 


a" 
7 - 


adie eh " ah ' 

cf ei j f ve ; 

so eer - nf ; ’ 
VERN Ete ie 


» 
+, & 
‘| 1 


iif oes 
ny ‘9 
y 


ball fa te een @ Sar hy. i, SR a A 
wy. 5 i , % ‘ ia < vt 
A coe ; ie et <= ayy} rey ve 


4 
1 


nS 


us 
ie 


Wares 
ry) 4 


‘ey 


¥. 


uo 
7 4 R, 
th 


\ i 


> 


®ai0 , ¢ 7 _ 
tae iis 
a wf 


7 


my ee 
The First Seventy-five Years 


in the 


Sanborn Community. 


Wve ‘ : 
wu Ged 


H a Z s) ee afte 


se) 


Sphinn” ~ 


ay oe 
spon I ala 


: 
ee 
° 


4940153 


Dedication 


We dedicate this History to the Pioneers living 
in Sanborn and vicinity, to the memory of the hardy 
Pioneers who chose this spot for their homes in those 
days when it was almost a wilderness, who by their 
labor, diligence and judgment converted it into the 
rich inheritance we enjoy today, to the Pioneers who 
have sought other fields for their homes, and to all 
the people of Sanborn and surrounding country on 
its Diamond Jubilee September 10 and 11, 1953. 


Historical Committee. 
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He came, he saw. he toughed it through. 
He yoamed the prairie wild, 

He plucked the wild sweet williams rare, 
This early roving child. . 


He broke the sod, he twisted hay, 
He lingered through those years; 

Grasshoppers were the reapers then, 
His children eft in tears. 


He fought with debts, chewed rosin gum; 
His wife builé chicken coops, 

And from the tumble weeds she made 
These dainty ox-tail soups. 


The homestead shanty was his hone, 
Fo); beast a grass-thatched barn, 

And yet to him ’twas “Home, Sweet Home,” 
Where wife his socks did darn. 


Ife had no coal, he had no wood. 
For fuel he burned hay. 

And when the hay gave out he burned 
Machine notes he did pay. 


The skies cleared. off and fand went up, 
The sun shone on this spot: 

When the discovery was made 
"Twas Eden’s garden spot. 


The railroad screeched and blew, 
And yelled, “Where is that town?” 

That town sprang up while it passed through, 
And held that railroad down. 


The elm, the ash, the maple twigs, 
They grew and grew and grew. 

For wird breaks, greves and park and shade, 
When wind it blew and blew. 


The modern house and barn were built, 
The auto hove in sight, 

And then the pioneer was glad 
He’d fit that scrappy fight. 


Now when, at last, at heaven’s gate. 
You seek that heavenly rest, 

Of all that’s good and great and grand, 
Iowa boasts the best. 


When for this best the state you roam, 
In O’Brien you'll find your town. _ 
Just keep your eyes a squintin’, ’cause 
Sanborn holds that railroad down. 


—Copied from O’Brien County History 
(with exception of last stanza.) 
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TJoun of Santorn Started 1878 


The town of Sanborn was started in 
1878 when the Milwaukee railroad was 
extending its line westward. Their 
first construction train arrived here 
cn November 1, 1878, according to 
- early historical records. 

A town site was platted on 60 acres 
belonging to Stocum, Lawler & Sto- 
cum, when it was knewn that the rail- 
road would take this route. The town 
planned as the division point of the 
Western or Iowa and Dakota division 
of the Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul 
and Pacific railway. A round house 
was begun the same year and complet- 
ed in January, 1880. A freight car 
was placed on a side track and used as 
a depot. L. E. Whitman was the first 
depot agent. A depot was built, be- 
ing completed June, 1882. 


north part of the county many people 
in Primghar made plans to move here 
also moving their houses and business 
buildings to Sanborn. The first build- 
ings in Sanborn were brought here 
from the county seat town. 

A copy of O’Brien county history 
tells that: 

The McGregor & Missouri Railway 
Company, predecessor of the Milwau- 
kee Road, had undertaken to build 
across the state from McGregor to in- 
tersect with the Sioux City & St. Paul 
road in the vicinity of Sheldon. After 
reaching Algona, 75 miles east of 
Sanborn, either from lack of good 
management or money, they stopped, 
unable to go farther, until 1877, when 
the road passed into the hands of the 
Milwaukee, which at once started up 
the rapid building and western exten- 


When the railroad went across the! sion.” 


Various Santon “Girnts” 


A little over a month after the 
first ‘construction train arrived here, 
Lem. C. Green brought a house from 
Primghar to be Sanborn’s first build- 
ing. That was on the twelfth day of 
December, 1878. The first church ser- 
vices were held later on in Mr. 
Green’s home by Rev. Ira Brashears, 


Methodist minister who soon became 
our first appointed postmaster. The 
first mail route (between Sanborn 
and Primghar) was established Feb- 
ruary 1, 1879, with Lem Green ap- 
pointed as mail carrier. 

S. W. Clark opened the first store, 
which was afterward occupied by J. 


oir one Wine sina to 
Md £5)  MTE- ut et. At hte 
leabihui bits teevod tiedt aaiv 


-hlind ievit onl ovrodinie? ot i ul a ft. ‘ 

sige débywowd, aw Av ean oat 

yet Jae pies OE A 

Yuolaid ydyitoa: wets te peg ) bin 

thily * é "9 ty 

Uiwhead: Toei B wsgrftangt yl. 8 <« , 

wwe af) YW. Pours vlog detmeystre) . 
Miud 6% steduolan Bid (bee oetlae 

-M ud toyordbs lS nigh olnte odd germs walt Ya Jdrlog spodalaif ie 

eeaeth 10 aD gta) Pigs eid Viv darted +e 

wth .robio Win iv gh) a Plcon f a 


io deh) APiiol - wuoglA piitoee’ rene brewer a NB 
hooy to ool etek wailio iidaaa alunos Bag . 
eqaeta yodt .yunent 16. Jest yeeiet) td idgiort A 


note TH8L Liderty soddiot oy od old meu ; 
edd to eberad at odie ees Inox ovit ‘< 
qe betta oowo te datiter \- Wie 
-fiane irvedagw bins yathed digns oft eae 


emerxl moore odw 
- ese 


1 


oe pias 


7 oP a : 
LZ : > Sp By x _, a , yy LY wr sad Se. At al Y yi. 
F ‘ Ad “lye rie P, _ Mig Wi 4s 7+ % 
4 ; i > a , j 
my ies lity? , £ > atny,, pig Pl: 4 ! Pa Rent es 
7 - rf thot ‘j +4 iy -vb its eC oF : 5 
‘ ve -~ :. J ® - ie , Ni 
j 


“FIRSTS,” Continued— _ 
T. Joyce with a grocery stock. E. M. 
Brady opened the first hardware store 
in a building which he had moved 
from Primghar. Mr. W. W. Barnes 
had the first hotel, having’ moved the 
building and business from Primghar. 

The first bank was started in Janu- 
ary, 1879 by I. W. 
a bank at Primghar which he moved 
to Sanborn and placed it on the cor- 
ner of Second and Main streets. The 
first postoffice was in this building. 

The first butcher shop was opened 
by Sam Hibbs. The first scales were 
put in by Mr. Daggett. The first 
warehouse was that of Teabout & 
Valleau, built in February, 1879, in 
charge of BE. R. Wood. This firm had 
the second building in Sanborn. it 
was in February of 1879 that Frank 
Teabout commenced the erection of 
buildings on his ranch, southwest of 
town. During the same month a tele 
phone was established between S. W 
Clark’s store and the depot. The first 
lumber yard was started by Teabout 
& Valleau. 

Some of the other early businesses 
were: Hiram Algyer, carpenter and 
builder, who had. the third building in 
sanborn; L. D. Thomas, carpente 
shop; Payne’s sfore and Matt D 
Comes, a blacksmith shop. L.. C 
Green, Frank Patch and George Hake- 
man had a hog business. On March 8, 
1879, there were shipped 12 carloads 
of cattle out of Sanborn to market. 


In the spring of 1879, a room was 
rented for a school room and used for 
that term, but in the following sum- 
mer, after a tax had been voted, a 
school house was built. 


The first saloon opened in the 
spring of 1879. Fitzsimmons had a 
biliard room in his saloon on First 
street. 


The Fourth of July, 1879 was San- 
born’s first celebration. A procession 
marched through the streets. Alan 
Crossan read the Declaration of Inde- |” 
pendence and J. L. KE. Peck of Prim- 
ghar delivered the oration. There were 
shooting contests, horse racing and a 
wheelbarrow race, with fireworks in 
the evening. 


Daggett, who had 
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The first child born here arrived in 
August, 1879 to R. Hazeldine and 
wife, this baby girl and her parents 
moved away the same year. 


The first: issue of the Pioneer in 
Sanborn was on November 7, 1879, 
having been moved here from Prim- 
ghar, by Warren Walker and A. G. 
Willits, owners and editors. 


Robert Tifft was the first drayman 
with his brother, Frank assisting. Dr. 
Charles Smith opened a drug store in 
November, 1879; he was said to have 
been the first doctor. 


The first chureh built was the 
Methodist, with Rev. J. H. Drake as 
pastor. George Casley set up his bar- 
ber shop at aboyt this time and San- 
born organized a baseball club. John 
Manly opened up a cobbler shop. Work 
was begun on the round house. Cal 
Broadstreet of Sioux City, came in the 
all of 1879 and with Harley Day and 
Harris & Welister organized a_ real 
estate agency. T. D. White had a coal 
and grain business. 


The first death occurred in January 
of 1880 when Minnie, the youngest 
hild of W. W. Barnes died. Mr. 
Charles Vogt opened a shot shop in 
April. Claudius Tifft started a paint 
shop. Work was commenced on the 
stock yards. 


Sanborn was incorporated in Febru- 
ary of 1880, with E. M. Brady as 
first mayor. Other first municipal of- 
ficers of the town were: Recorder, 
Chas. H. Perry; Marshall and Street 
Commissioner, T. D. White; Treasurer 
Frank Patch; ‘Councilmen: Mart Shea, 
S. W. Clark, L. C. Green, H. Algyer, 
W. F. Jones and Cal Broadstreet. 


The public park was planted with 
trees in 1890. The first water tower 
stood in this park. G. R. Healy owned 
a private electric light plant which 
furnished the town’s illumination, The 
water 


1896-97. 
The Library was organized in April 
of 1901 by the Twentieth Century 


Club of Sanborn, with Mayme John- 
son as first libra ‘ian. 


works system was secured in 
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Fhe Chivrshes af Sanlorn 


The first divine services held in 
Sanborn was conducted by a Metho- 
dist pastor, Reverend Ira Brashears, 
in the home of L. C. Green, in Decem- 
ber, 1878. Soon after, Rev. W. 
Drake, Methodist paster at Primghar, 


began coming to Sanborn and some-!| 
times the. services were held in the 


Hiram Algyer home. Then for a time 
they were held in the depot. 

In the fall of 1879 a building was 
started on east Third street on the lot 
where the Tom Joyce home now 
stands. It was ‘28 by 48 feet and 18 
fcet from floor to center of 
arched ceiling.” It was completed in 
the next spring and dedicated June 
20,'1880. Rev. Drake was the pastor 
at that time. This church was used 
for twenty-nine years and then sold to 


St. Andrew’s Methodist Church 


Ls 


the 


OO Pee er er rar ere rere retry cet es oe 


Dirk Nieuwendorp who used the lum- 
ber to construct buildings on his farm 
northeast of town, now the Pete 
Haack farm home on Highway 59. 
In 1908 a brick building was erected 
on the corner of Main and_ Fourth 


streets. It was dedicated January 17, 
1909, as St. Anurews Methodist 
Church. Rev. Cha:iles H. Seward was 


pastor then. The parsonage was pur- 
chased in September 1919. | 

The interior of the church was re- 
finished and rededicated August 10, 
1941, during the pastorate of Rev. FE. 
stunworth. Rev. Seward was present 


‘for the rededication. 


In 1944, while Rev. B. Weikle was 
pastor the basement wes remodeled. 

Rev. S.-J. Baldwin is the present 
pastor, 
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St. Cecilia’s Catholic Church 


In 1882, St. Catholic 


Cecilia’s 
Church of Sanborn was a mission of 
Sheldon when the Reverend Father J. 


O’Reilly built the church here. In 
November of 1893, this parish se- 


cured its first resident pastor, Father 
B. Corbett. Away back in the 1870's, 
Very Reverend John J. Smith, pastor 
of Emmettsburg, was the first priest 
to hold services in the Sanborn parish. 
Mass was said in the Gavin school 
house west of Sanborn. 

In 1884, Reverend Father Timothy 
J. Sullivan had the chureh = interior 
completed, ; 


Father J. P. Martin -erected the 
first parochial residence at a cost of 
fifteen hundred dollars, in 1896. 

The first Confirmation Class was 
confirmed on September 26, 1903, by 
the Right Reverend Philip J. Garri- 
gan, D: D., of Sioux City, on his first 
episcopal visit te the Sanborn parish. 
The church was dedicated at this time. 

Many fine improvements were spon- 
sored by Father Joseph T. Fitzpatrick 
who served 1983-1940. More modern 
improvements continued under Father 
Edward Fandel, 1940-1952. Present 
pastor is Father Thomas K,. Malloy. 
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Christian Reformed Church 


It wus in the spring of 1911 that| February 7, 1912. 


Classis Orange City sent Rev. H. J. 
Heynen, the Classical home mission- 
ary, to Sanborn to labor among a few 
families of Reformed stock living in 
this vicinity. Soon after he had be- 
vun his work a Christian Reformed 
church was organized on May 1, 1911. 

At the organization eleven families 
were received, of whom, Mr. and Mrs. 
Ben Hofman are the only charter 
members left who are still in the San- 
born church. 

Their first church was erected in 
the fal! of 1911 and was dedicated on 


been en- 


It has 
larged and remodeled four times and 


at present it holds an overflowing 


crowd of 140 families. 

The following named pastors have 
served the congregation: Rev. H. J. 
Heynen, Home Missionary, March, 
1911, April, 1912; Rev. F. Stuart, 
1912-1915; Rev. D, Hollebeek, 1915- 
1925; Rev. J. S. Vande. Lune, 1926- 
1930; Rev. B. Van Someren, 1930- 
1938; Rev. Wm. Van Rees, 1939-1944; 
Rev. R. J. Bos, 1944-1948; Rev. Gerald 
Postma came in 1949 and is now ser- 
ving’ the parish. 


Scandinavian Lutheran Church 


A Seandinavian Lutheran church 
Was organized in June, 1888. They 
held their first services in the 
south side school house, later in the 
wood school house. In April 1911 they 
purchased the A, L. Cowell residence 
in the south part of town which they 
remodeled for a church, 


old 


Rev. L. O. Wigdahl was the pastor 
for 50 years, coming here regularly 
from Ruthven to conduct the services. 
He preached his iast sermon here 
Christmas Day, 1937. Rev. Wigdahl 
passed away June 18, 19388. The 
church building was sold in the fall of 
1939 and remodeled for a residence. 
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First Reformed Church 


The First Reformed church was or- 
ganized in 1914. Prior to that year 
several Holland speaking families 
from different Reformed churches in 
Sioux County had moved to the San- 
born vicinity. A group of these fam- 
ilies were desirous of having their own 
church home so the Classis of Iowa 
was asked to investigate the field. 
Rev. Dekker visited here and in 
March, 1914 began to hold services in 
the Presbyterian church. Later these 
services were held in’ the Methodist 
church on Sunday afternoon, 

In May, 1914, B. Van Zyl, 
theological student, came and preach- 
ed for these meetings. The interest 
shown and the numbers present was 
encouraging so the organization was 
perfected on Jaly 7, 1914. 


then a 


The newly erganized church was 
composed of 18 families and 21 mem- 
bers in full communion. The first 


Consistory was mace up of the follow- 
ing members: Elders G. B. Bomegaars 
and M. Dirost: Deacons, A. Hoeven 


and D. De Graaf. ? 
decided to call a minister and the call 
Was extended to B. Van Zyl who had 


At this time it was 


worked in the church during the sum- 
mer. He accépted and was installed 
on June 20, 1915 as first pastor of the 
church. 

A church building was planned that 


summer and in July a contract was 
viven to John Bier of Alton. The ed- 
ifice was completed’in December and 
dedicated on December: 21, 1915. 

The congregation has grown and 
the church work has flourished. The 
church has been remodeled, the base- 
ment completed recently and at the 


present time an addition 52x24 feet in- 
cluding a full basement and remodel- 
ing to cost $20,000 is being made to 
the church building, Ralph Boer of 
Sanborn is the contractor for the job. 

A new parsonage on lots south of 
the church was built in 1951; Dick 
Wiersma was the contractor. 

Rev. Wm. vanden Berg is the pre- 
sent pastor of the parish. 
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First Presbyterian Church 


The first services in Sanborn under 
the auspices of the Presbyterian peo- 
ple were held in the Methodist Epis- 
copal House cf Worship January 9, 
1881, at the hour for evening services 
and were conducted by Rev. W.. S. 
Peterson, Missionary of the Heme 
Board of the Presbyterian church. The 
sermon preached was from the text 
Mark 10:21. At the close of their 
first services those persons being in- 
terested in the Presbyterian church 
remained for consultation and it was 
decided to at once take steps toward 
a permanent organization. The date 
of organization was fixed for Sab- 
bath January 23, but a severe snow 


storm interrupted travel and vre- 
vented the attendance of the Mission- 
ary on the 23, so the service was post- 
poned until January 30. 

Thus the First Presbyterian Church 
of Sanborn was organized January 30, 
1881, the request for organization he- 
ing signed by the following: Mrs. E. 
R. Dunbar, Mrs. Mary Thomas, Mrs. 
Mary L. Barrett, Mrs. J. A. Mastin, 


Mr, A. H. Everhard, Mr, J L. Green, 


Mrs. Eva Greene, Mrs. 
leau. 

Rev. J. M. McComb was the first 
pastor and arrived in the first week 
of May. The grant of the’ Methodist 
church for one service each Lord’s 


Angie Val- 


PRESBYTERIAN, Continued 

Day had been procured (the Methodist 
church was located where the Tom 
Joyce house now stands). In Novem- 
ber, 1881, the Presbyterians began to 
hold their services in the school house 
where they continued their services 
until 1884. In May, 1884, the site 
Was purchased for the present ¢hurch 
building and the church was built by 
Moody and Austin. The church was 
dedicated to the worship of God Sun- 
day, August 17, 1884. 

About the year 1899 the church 
purchased the property (now owned by 
Mrs. Dale Dick, Sv.) to be used as a 
manse, using the same until Septem- 
ber, 1916, when they sold the proper- 


ty and in October, 1916, let a contract 
for the new manse which was 


com- 
pleted in May, 1917. 

In 1911, the church was remod- 

eled, it being raised and basement 


built. 

In 1919-1921, the stained glass win- 
dows, new pews, and organ were add- 
ed. 

In. the spring of 1947 the interior 
of the church was redecorated and new 
light fixtures installed. 

Rev. Dean H. Williams is the pastor 
at the present time. 

There have beer! many changes over 
the years but the original church still 
stands and has always kept its doors 
open for the worship of God. 


Main street in 1953, looking north from Railroad tracks 


Early Pioneer Items 
AUGUST 26, 1887 
D. Moody received the contract for 
the addition to the school house’ at 
$1,267, the house to be completed on 
or before September 18. 
ats. cia 
AUGUST 12, 1887 
The water pipe has been put down 
across the right of way and to the 
point where the town pipes are to con- 
nect a Tittle cast of the Depot. The 
company will have their pipe all down 
in a few days. 


SEPTEMBER 9, 1887 
The people ought to thank the city 
fathers for putting up the street 
lamps. They are a great convenience. 
Nothing like having plenty of light, 
especially these dark nights. 
bd * * 

NOVEMBER 11, 1887 
~The Knights of Labor have leased 
the hali now being: finished up in the 
Beacom House building. Several young’ 
men will occupy the front room up- 
stairs. H. H. Perry, the laundry man, 
will occupy the rear half of the ground 
floor. The front half is not rented. 
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st. John Lutheran Church 


In 1882, Pastor B. Mair, of the Iowa 
Synod, came to visit the five Luthe:an 
families and arranged a_ preaching 
place. Pastor Mair lived in Sioux 
county and drove to Sanborn frequent- 
ly. In 1885, Pastor A. Goppelt held 
services in the public school located on 
the south side of Sanborn, and organ- 
ized in 1886, adopting the name 
“Evangelical Lutheran St. John’s Con- 
gregation of the Unaltered Augsburg 
Confession.” 

During the ministry of Chr. Daeum- 
ler the present church building was 
erected and dedicated August 4, 1895. 
The present parsonage was built soon 
after Rev. F. Albrecht’s arrival in 
1907. In 1910, a school building was 
erected south of the church, in which 
Rev. Albrecht conducted catechism 
classes. 

December 6, 1936, the church base- 
ment was dedicated after extensive re- 
modeling, At the same time the schocl 
building used for many years as a 
parish hall and social room was sold 
and removed from the church proper- 
ty. 

In 1942 the church became an of- 
ficial member of the Missouri Synod. 


Rev. H. Daib is the present pastor. 
Seven men were present at the 
meeting July 18, 1886 when.a consti- 
tution for organization was presented 
by Pastor Geppelt, and became the or- 
iginai signers: Wm. Marquardt, . Mi- 


chael David, Christoph Guse, Carl 
Nemitz, John Grabow, John. Steuck 
and August Marauardt. Wm. Mar- 


quardt and Michael David, elders, and 
Carl Nemitz, John Steuck and August 
Marquardt as trustees. 

Pastor Goppelt was succeeded by 
Pastor P. Thusius; both resided in 
Center township and served the San- 
born congregation every two or three 
weeks. 

In 1891 the Congregation wishing 
to be served by the Synod of Missouri, 
tev. E. Zuerrer of Germantown served 
this parish. The congregation now 
felt the need of its own resident pas- 
tor and Mr. R. Piehles of Concordia 
Seminary, Springfield, Ill., came in 
1892. Christian Doeumler, a theolo- 
gical candidate was sent a call and 
was ordained and installed July 31, 
1892, He was succeeded by Rev. C. 

(Continued on next page) 
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LUTHERAN CHURCH— 

(Continued from previous page) 

F, Brandt, who was pastor here for 10 
years, 

The first baptism was administered 
to Margaret Nemitz, dcughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Carl Nemitz on June 17, 18838 
by Pastor C. Hass of Boyden. 

The first confirmation was held on 
March 26, 1893 pe:formed by Pastor 
Daeumler. Membcis of the class were 
Louis Kueste:, Gustav Storm and Em- 
ma Seba. 

The first marriage was performed 


by Pastor Goppelt on Nov. 5, 1886, 
uniting Herman Storm and Augusta 


Marquardt. 

Pastor Albrecht left in 1915. Pastox 
kK. Juenge]l came May 7, 1916 and ser- 
ved until April 7; 1920. Rev. L. O. 
Walper was pastor fiony August 1920 
to Jan. 1929; Rev. A. C. Weber of 
Hartley ministered here until Rev. C. 
G. Meyer answered their call and was 
installed Sept. 1, 1929. When he ieft 
in 1942 Pastor D. E. Weiss was called 
coming here May 8, 1942. He was 
succeeded by the present pastor, Rev. 


H. Daib. 


~ 


West side of Main street looking south from Second Street 
before paving 


Sanborn Main street 1953, looking north from Second street. 
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School Started a a Tounshin School 


hee | te — eee Hee 2 


The early growth of Sanborn was 
very rapid; there were a few settlers 
in this part of the county by 1872 
when the town was started but it 
was necessary to haul supplies from 
Cherokee the terminal of the Illinois 
Central railroad at that time. After 
the advent of the railroad here, set- 
tlers came in large numbers. This 
necessitated frequent changes in the 
schools to keep pace with the growth 
in population. 

For facts about the early schools, 
we have depended primarily on files 
of the Pioneer which was movea herve 
in 1879 from Primghar, and has been 
Sunborn’s newspaper continuously 
ever since. 

The first record of schools was in 
January 1879 when an item _ states 
that “Mr. Boyd is teaching the school 
at Daniels; about a dozen pupils in at- 
tendance” and another item, “the new 
school erected east of Wm. Gavin’s 
residence is occupied by Mr. T. Don- 
ahue” as teacher. These were rural 
schools. 

In the spring a school was started 
in town as a township school includ- 
ing Franklin township. Its first term 
opened on Monday, April 28, 1879 in 
the home of Mr. Crossen, Mis. Cros- 
sen being the teacher. 

A contract was given at about that 
time to Mr. Powell. to erect a school 
building 26 by 40 feet and 12. fect 


high which was completed sometime 
in the summer. 

This building was located on the 
corner lots where the homes of H. C. 
Grafton and Mrs. Helen Fakehany 
now stand. At the time it was erected | 
it was at a distance from the main 
part of town, being practically out in 
the country. To reach school, the chil- 
dren in town crossed a bridge over a 
slough about where the Vic Powers 
and Lawrence Sullivan homes now 
are. 


Classes in the building began No- 
vember 10, 1879 with Mr. D. Algyer, 
of Grant township “chosen to learn 
the young idea how to shoot.” There 
were 21 scholars 

Early directors elected were M. D. 
Comes, Thomas Burns and Isaac Dan- 
iels, probably being the first from 
Sanborn; the election was held in No- 
vember 1879. 

In a very short time the school was 
crowded. In May 1880, a tax of $500 
was voted for school house purposes 
and from a Pinoeer of November 1880 
we quote: 

“The publie school building in this 
town, erected last season, falls far 
short of being suitable quarters for 
the number of pupils enrolled. A new 
school house will necessarily have to 
be erected next spring.” 

Fifty pupils were enrolled in the 
Sanborn school in May, 1880 and the 
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SCHOOL, Continued— 


next November there were seventy 
pupils. Mrs. W. E. Baldwin was the 
teacher. In the summer term which 
began in May 1881, ninety-five schol- 
urs were enrolled. C, E, Foote began 
teaching in Sanborn at this time. (C. 
E. Foote was the father of A. K. and 


G. V. Foote and Mrs. Helen Ott, pres- 


ent residents of Sanborn.) 
The Sanborn Pioneer January 28, 
1897 when tne brick building was 


dedicated included an historical sketch 
a part of which we quote: “The In- 


dependent district was organized in 
1881 by a vote of the peuple. The ter- 
vitory embraced being five miles 
square or 25 section—12 in Franklin 


township, 8 in Summit, 3 in Lincoln, 
and two in Center.’ Since that time 


have 
town- 
only 


sections and parts of sections 
been restored to the several 
ships from which taken until 
about 15 or 16 remain. 

“T) W. Daggett, M. D. Comes and 
A. S. Fitzgerald were the first direc- 
tors elected. M. D. Comes was elected 
president, J. W. Kelly, secretary, and 
J. A. Stocum, treasurer. At their first 
meeting, one of the first bills allowed 
was for corn for fuel.” 

A contract was awarded to George 
Ek. Barry in July 1881 to erect a new 
building “to cost between four and 
five thousand dellars.” A new site was 
selected and a plot of land purchased. 
The site first chosen was at the north 
end of Main street and would “bring 
it square in the middle of Main 
street; virtually blocking the main 
thoroughfare of the town at both ends, 
the depot on the south and the school 
house on the north.” 

This brought objections and started 
an argument which delayed construc- 
tino for several months, but was fin- 
ally settled and a frame building was 
erected to the west of Main — street 
(where the new building now stands). 

Some of the people thought this lo- 
cation much too far out of town. It 
was completed and ready for  occu- 
pancy in January, 1882 with three de- 
partments: Prof. C. E. Foote, princi- 
pal, Miss Jennie Mayne (sister of the 
late E. A. Mayne), intermediate, and 
Miss Gertie Davis, primary. 

By December 1883, enrollment in 
the school numbered 285. The Pioneer 


has to say, ‘When the present school 
building was erected two years ago it 
was deemed all that would be needed 


for five years anyhow.” 


In 1885 settlers north of town 
including the Wm. Bonner and Steve 
Stokes families lacked a school for 
their children so Mr. Bonner and Mr. 
Stokes put up a building for a school 
a half mile south of the Bonner farm 
(now the Donald Norton home). The 
school board of Sanbein hired a teach- 
er for this school for several years. 

Soon after this a school building 
wus completed in the fall of 1886 and 
was called “South Side School”; and 
for many years children south of the 
tracks attended this school. School for 
the first three grades was held there 
most of the terms until about the year 
1400 when it was discontinued. 

In 1887 Daniel Moody was given a 
contract to build an addition to the 
school house which was completed in 
September. This cost $1,267 and added 
two large rooms, one on the main 
floor and one on the second floor. 

By December of 1895 the school 
board was again “wrestling with the 
school house problem.” The building. 
was greatly overcrowded, some chil- 
dren attending forenoons and some 
afternoons, two and three in a seat 
and sometimes there were | seventy 
pupils for one teacher to look after. 

An election was held December 20, 
1895 and bonds were voted to erect 
a new buliding, one that would be 
“permanent.” Messrs. -Moody and 
Austin were awarded the contract and 
they did their work well for that 
building stood for 43 years, standing 
solid until it was leveled by wreckers 
when the present building was built. 
It was completed the next year, 1896. 

The newest part of the old frame 
building was moved to the corner lot 
across the street west of the Presby- 
terian church by Mr. C. E. Foote and 
remodeled for a residence. The other 
part was moved to the lot on Main 
street where Harry Bosma’s garage 
now stands. This was known as Tel- 
kamp’s Hall and was used as an im- 
plement store on the first floor and 
a large hall on the second floor, where 
dances, entertainments and basketball 
games were held. It was later de~ 
stroyed by fire. 
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SCHOOL, Continued— 

Eighteen years later it was deemed 
necessary to have more room so an 
addition was built to the north of the 
older edifice in 1914. In this wing 
Was a gymnasium in the basement, a 
kindergarten room and elass rooms 
on the first floor and a high school 
assembly room and class rooms’ on 
the second floor, 

At the time this was constructed a 
stucco coating was put on the outside 
of the old red brick building to match 
the finish on the new part. This part 
was not so well built and was event- 
ually condemned as unsafe which cir- 


cumstance convinced the people of 
Sanborn that a new building was 


needed here. 

At an election held September 23, 
1938 the proposition to erect a new 
building, the cost not to exceed $100,- 
000 financed by bonds given by the 
school district to the amuont of 
$55,000 and securing a PWA grant of 
$45,000 carried by a large mijority. 

Construction was begun in the 
spring of 1939 on the new building at 
the sume location but south of and 
just in front of the old building, which 
was torn down that summer. Where 
it stood the ground was leveled and 
is used for the playground. 


The new building was completed in 
the fall and dedicated November 10, 
1939. E. W. Swanson was _— superin- 
tendent of the school at the time and 
R. H. Leonard, J. W. Cravens, Fred 
Petrich, Kenneth Tifft and Leslie 
Getting were the school board mem- 
bers. A. J. Jerpbak was secretary and 
C. F. Watters, treasurer. 

To the school have been added a 
building on lots south of the main 
building. It is used for vocational and 
industrial arts classes and a part of 
it houses the three buses which carry 
rural pupils to and from school. 

Also a fine athletic field has been 
made on land at the north end. of 
Main street which was given to the 
town for that purpcese by the widow 
of A. V. Brady. Mr. Brady was the 
son of Ezra M. Brady, first hardware 
store owner in Sanborn and also first 
mayor. The field was named Brady 
Field and was dedicated September 
26, 1952. Gov. Wm. S. Beardsley gave 
the address. 

Kenneth Erwin is the present sup- 
erlintendent of schools and the school 
board. Leslie Getting, Clark  Scoles, 
O. B. Snyder, Willis. Vander Woude, 
Mrs. Garret Spykerman; Miss Har- 
riet Raymond is secretary, C. F. Wat- 
ters, treasurer. 


School for Christian Instruction 


SABES 


A School For Christian Instruction 
is conducted in Sanborn. A group of 
members of the Christian Reformed 
church met in 1914 and organized for 
the purpose of starting a_ school. 
Three years later classes were begun 


and were: held in the Consistory room 
attached to the church edifice. 

Rev, D. Hollebeck was pastor at 
this time and became president of the 
first schoo] board, Other members 
were Wm. Elgeéersma, vice pres.; D. 
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CHR. SCHOOL, Continued— 


Ter Maat, Bert Granstra, Pete Noot- 


enboom, Ben Hofman, Gerrit DeBoer. 
The first teacher was George Dyk- 
huizen, who conducted all the classes 
including an average of 45 pupils. 
The room soon became too small so 
the patrons went ahead with already 
considered plans to erect a school 


building and a two room school was] Solsma, 


put. up im-1921, 


In 1948 the building was enlarged 
and remodeled to four rooms” with 
full basement. Henry Bode has been 
principal with three teachers assist- 
ing. One hundied fifteen pupils were 
enrolled in the school the past year. 
Present school board members are: 
Sam Elgersma, pres.; Pete Postma, 
fice pres.; Dick Hofman, clerk; Henry 
Van Beek, Gerrit Zonnefeld, Dick 
Geo. Andringa and Ed Uitt- 
enbogaard. 


Juentieth Century Club Starts Library 


The present Carnegie Public Li- 
brary is the direct outgrowth of the 
work of the Twentieth Century Club, 
who started the library in 1901. The 
library was started with fifty books, 
a gift from citizens who were enter- 
tained at a free-will book offering 
social at the home of Mrs. M. M. 
Burns. A space for housing the books 
was rented from Armstrong & Algyer 
for a rentai of $80 a year. Later it 
was moved to the Arthur Lucas jewel- 
ry store. Club members were assigned 
turns to care for the library, and it 
was conducted in this manner for two 
years. | 

The city took over the support and 
operation of the library May 1, 1903, 
and a paid librarian was put in charge. 
The number of books had grown so in 
the two years that a larger space was 
needed, and a deal was made with the 
Opera House company whereby the 
library received free use of a room at 
the front of the building and this was 
used until the completion of the new 
Carnegie building in 1911. 

The first Library Board was named 
by Mayor J. A. Wilcox and _ included 
Mrs. M. M. Burns, Mame _ Johnson, 
Morton Wilber, Mrs. R. D. McMillen, 
Mrs. Arthur Lucas, Dr. F. E. Brown, 
Mrs. J H. Daly, E. M. Brady, and 
Mrs. J. A. Johnson From this num- 
ber Mrs Burns was named president, 
and continued in that position for the 
next 45 years, until her retirement 
from tne board in 1948, 

The library was but a few years old, 
when Mrs. Burns wrote to Andrew 


Carnegie, the philanthropist, seeking 
money for a new building for. the fast 


growing library. Following several 
letters and several years of elapsed 
time, her letter was answered on 


March 29, 1911, by Jas. Bertram, sec- 
retary to Mr. Carnegie, offering a 
sum of $4,000 for erection of a new 
building, provided the town would 
provide a site and guarantee a sum of 
at least $400 annually to maintain the 
library. A building committee com- 
posed of J. H. Daly, treasurer, Julius 
¥, Kerberg and Mrs. Burns, board 
president, was named and they pur- 
chased lots 7 and 8, block 5, Stocum 
& Lawler’s second addition, from the 
school district, and late that year a 
contract was signed with A, J. King 
& Son, contractors of Mitchell, S. D., 
for the erection of the present build- 
ing, which was completed at a_ total 
cost of $4,861.55, with the full $4,000 
received from Mr. Carnegie. 

Seven different librarians have been 
in charge during the fifty years the 
town has been in charge. The first 
one was Miss Mame Johnson, (sister 
of Frank Johnson) who served until 
her death in 1905 for the princely sum 
of $50 per year. Miss Zaidee McCul- 
low then took over for a year and was 
followed by Miss Helen Foote (Ott). 
A year later Miss Hannah Johnson 
(another sister of Frank) took over 
and served almost two years to be re- 
placed by Miss Marguerite Kings 
(Brady). By this time the salary was 
up to $100 a year. In October, 1909, 
Miss Irene McNeill took over and 
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Sanhorn Public Library, a Carnegie endowment building. 
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LIBRARY, Continued— 


continued until 1918, when she re- 
signed to work in Washington, D. C. 
Miss Zaidee McCullow again took over 
the librarian’s post, and is still car- 
rying on in that position after 05 
years of continuous. service. The pay 
for this service was gradually upped, 
until today the librarian’s salary is 
$50 per month. 


Original plans called for the library 
to be open to the public a total of 
seven hours a week: from 8 to 5 p. m. 
on Monday, Wednesday and _ Satur- 
days, and from 7 to 8 Saturday even- 
ings. These hours have been econtin- 
ued ever since, with the addition of 
another hour on Saturday evenings 
sturted a number of years ago, and 
two years ago a 7 to 9 p. m. open per- 
iod on Wednesday evenings was added 
for the convenience of those who must 
work during the day throughout the 
week. 


Of the original board, only three 
are still living: Mrs. M. M. Burns, 
Mrs. R. D. McMillen, now of Chicago, 
and Mrs. Arthur Lucas, of Arnolds 
Park. Others who have followed as 


members include Mrs, Craig Wilson, J. 


F. Kerberg, Mrs. Gene Tangney, Miss 
Zaidee McCullow, Miss Eva Brady, Dr. 
F, W. Horten, Mrs. Henry Kissler, J. 
A. Wileox, Mrs. F. W. Horton, J, H. 
Daly, Mrs, CG, S.. Cornell, Mrs... C. 
Spregue, Mrs. Earl Mayne, Mrs. Hen- 
ry Enenbach, Iva Soop, Mrs. Dora 
Flint, Mrs. Edith Killam, Mrs. Alta 
Foval, Miss Erma Boyd, Mrs. R. C. 
Sawyer, Henry Kissler, Jake Andrin- 
ga, Mrs. Eva Stevens, C. S. Norland, 
Mrs. R. H. Penning and Harry Moses. 
Madge Powers, John Vande Berg, Ce- 
lia Spykerman, Hazel Porth, Wilbur 
Smith, Mrs. Marguerite Brady. 


The present Board of Trustees has 
seven members, though originally 
there were nine. In 1948 the council 
revised and modernized their book of 
ordinances and after the revised vér- 
sions haa been passed by the council 
and signed by the mayor, it was dis- 
covered that the -ordinance dealing 
with the library called for a board of 
but seven members. To make the size 


of the board comply with the ordi- 
nance, the entire board tendered their 
resignations to Mayor R. H. Leonard 
and asked him to name a new 7-mem- 
ber board, designating the length of 
the term of each. John Vande Berg 


and Mrs. Celia Spykerman were 
named to terms of two years each; 
Jake Andringa and Miss Zaidee Me- 
Cullow to four year terms, and Mis. 
Madge Powers, Mrs. R. H. Penning: 


succeeding terms to be for six years. 
Mis. Edith Buins was also named to 


a life honorary membership on the 
Board in recognition of her many 


years of work on the board and fruit- 
ful service toward the establishing 
and development of our present li- 
brary. 


Mrs. Spykerman and Miss MeCul- 


low were named to succeed them- 
selves; Mrs. Porth succeeded Jchn 
Vande Berg and Wilbur Smith took 
Jake Andringa’s place. . As Mrs. 


Powers recently moved to Sioux City, 
Mrs. Pearle Britton was named to fil! 
out her term. 


At the present time, Mrs. Penning 
is president of the board, Wilbur 
Smith, vice president, and = Harry 
Moses, secretary. The board meets the 
first Saturday of each month at 7:8 
p. m. at the library to authorize bills 
and conduct necessary business. 


The library is conducted on a budget 
of $1700 annually at the present time. 
Of this over half goes for labor. New 
books of all types are being added 
constantly with old and worn ones re- 
tired to make room for them. Ap- 
proximately $300 is spent each year 
for. new books with another $100 for 
magazines and periodicals. Within 
the last few years, a new walk was 
laid in front of the building, a hand 
rail placed at the front entrance, and 
last year the interior was re-decor- 
ated, 


Sanborn now has a library to which 
they can point with pride, a source 
of education and enjoyment freely 
available to all. We owe a debt of 
deep gratitude to those early members 
of the Twentieth Century Club for 


their initiative and drive in establish-. 


ing what is now one of Sanborn’s bet- 
ter assets, 
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J. H. Wolf, second settler in’) Franklin ‘Township and, 


early Sanborn Pioneer editor. 


Town's Oldest Business, The Pioneer 


The history of Sanborn’s newspa- 
per, the Pioneer, antedates the history 
of Sanborn. The first newspaper in 
O’Brien county, it was started at O’- 
Brien, the first settlement in the coun- 
ty located in the southeast corner of 
the county. J. IR. Pumphrey and M. J. 
McCormack were the men responsible 


for starting it, the first issue being 
Dec. 8, 1871, 82 years ago. It is be- 
lieved the paper was printed in Cher- 
okee; on the earliset copies we have, 
L. B. Raymond & Co. of Cherokee are 
given as publishers and A. H. Willets 
was local editor. These early copies 
begin with May 17, 1872. 
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NEWSPAPERS, Continued— 

It was then called the O’Brien Pio- 
neer. The next fall Mi. Willets be- 
came sole owner and when the town of 
Primghar was started and the county 
seat was moved from O’Brien to Prim- 
ghar, he moved his paper to the new 
town. It was then thought the new 
railroad being extended westward 
would come through Primghar. 

Associated with Mr. Willets in pub- 
lishing the newspaper were C, W. In- 
man, followed by J. R. Pumphrey, then 
A. G. Willets, son of A. H. Willets and 
later Warren Walker (father of Mrs. 
Edith Burns, who still lives here). 

When the railroad built their line 
across the north part of the county 
and many people moved to the new 
town of Sanborn, the newspaper fol- 
lowed a year later. It was moved here 
by Walker and. Willets in the fall of 
1879 and the first issue printed in 
Sanborn on. November 7, 1879. It was 
still the O’Brien Pioneer but was 
changed in February, 1882 to ‘The 
Sanborn Pioneer, which has been its 
title since and it has been published 
continuously under that name. It is 
now in its eighty-second year and is 
the oldest business concern in San- 
born. 

J. H. Wolf, who was the second set- 
tler in Franklin township, coming 
here in 1878, had had some printers 


training in Pennsylvania before ¢omm- 
ing west and bought the Pioneer in 
1883. He, with the help of his sons 
ppabished the paper until 1898. 

A number of editors carried on the 
newspaper work in the following 
years. There were F. 8. Sage, Geo. J. 
Clark, W. S. Johnson, W. H. King and 
B. R. Corkins, C. E. Foley, Richard 
Clossen, W. E. Hefley, Howard Afvi- 
ca, Currey & Locke, Wm. Larson, Don 
J. Reid (now field director of the - 
Iowa Press Association), W. E. Har- 
tington, Carter, Wm, Gibbs, (now edi- 
tor of the Everly News) and Elmer 
Mattson. Otis DeVoll published the 
paper for 18 years from 1934 to 1952. 

James A, Wilson, the present owner 
and publisher of the Pioneer purchas- 
ed it December 1, 1952 of Mr. DeVoll. 


He came here frem_ Sheldon. His 
family were eaily settlers of this 


county and an uncle, Elza Wilson, at 
one time conducted a meat market in 
Sanborn. Mrs. Wilson is a_e gyreat- 
granddaughter of Franklin township’s 
first settler, Wm. H. Dummett. 

Other newspapers have been — pub- 
lished here but only for a short time. 
The Sanborn Journal was published by 
Warren Walker and R. F. Hiler from 
1886 to 1889, 

A Sanborn Sun was published for 
about a year early in the 1900’s by B. 
F. McCormack. 


en RE essa 


Banking, an essential business im 
any town or small community, came 
quickly to the young town of Sanborn 
with its population of 100 people, 
when Isaac W. Daggett started the 
first bank in 1879. _He moved his 
small office building, safe and resi- 
dence fiom Primghar, Ia. as the Muil- 
waukee railroad was advanced west- 
ward to Sanborn. This building, known 
as “Citizens Bank” was located just 
south of where the Watson Furniture 
Store now stands. Partneis in this 
new banking venture were Henry C, 
Lane and Dr. C. Longshore, each of 
Sheldon, Ia. 

A few years later, Mr. Daggett sold 
his interest in the Bank to William 
Harker and J. L. Green, who were 


{bankers and land dealers from Ida 
Grove, Iowa. Sanborn was now two 
years old and had a population of 400 
people. This Bank was known as the 
O’Brien County Bank, though it was 
‘often called Harker and Green’s Bank. 
A few years later Mr. J. L. Green ie- 
tired and the institution then  fune- 
tioned as a private bank, under Mr. 
Harker, until, through his efforts, it 
became in 18938, the First - National 
Bank of Sanborn, with Ezra M. Brady 
Sr., and J. H. Daly listed as stock- 
holders and it was located in the build- 
ing now occupied by the Sheridan 
Variety Store. 

Mr. Harker died May 26, 1895, and 
for the next thiee years the bank was 
operated with his widow, Mrs, William 
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BANKS, Continued— 
(Elizabeth Vyse) Harker as president 
of the board of directors. 

The First National Bank of San- 
born was dissolved by consent of its 
officers and stockholders and was suc- 
ceeded by the Sanborn Savings Bank, 
the charter bearing the date of Febru- 
ary 4, 1899. The stockholders were: 
W. W. Johnson, J. H. Daly, J. A. 
Johnson, E. M. Brady Syr., of Sanborn, 
and 8. L. Moore, Frank and Fred Fris- 
bee, Wm. M. Smith and John Mc- 
Candless, of Sheldon. The first offi- 
cers were W. W. Johnson, president; 
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early days and the present times. The 
late J. H. Daly, father of Mrs. John 
W. Cravens, told many interesting in- 
cidents that took place in the early 
days. Bookkeeping was done by hand, 
entries for checks and deposits being 
made in Boston ledgers. Customers 
used pass books to enter deposits. 
These books were balanced and the 
checks returned to depositors, instead 
of the statements we use today. He 
told about one time when there was a 
ball game in town and they were anx- 
ious to go. When they balanced they 
had only nine checks and nine deposits 


The present Sanborn Savings Bank 


E. M. Brady Sr., vice president; J. H.|to enter and were soon off to 


the 


Daly, cashier, and J. A. Johnson, book-|game with nine players on each team. 
keeper. The first board of directors|Today, with the aid of posting ma- 
were W. W. Johnson, J. H. Daly, E. M.|chines and efficient operators we of- 
Brady Sr., J. A. Johnson, and Wm. M.!ten have from 1,000 to 1,500 items to 


Smith. This bank served the commun-! post daily. 


ity in the brick building where Dr. M. 
J. Shanahan and Attorney Hessel 
Dykstra now have their offices, from 
1899 until 1950, when a new and 
larger building was built south of the 
Watson Furniture Store. The new 
building opened for business Novem- 
ber 17, 1950 under the same name, 
The Sanborn Savings Bank, and _its 
officers and directors took pride and 
pleasure in the opportunity to serve 
the people of Sanborn and the sur- 
rounding country-side in'a better and 
more modern bank. 


Banking was vastly difierent in the 


Another time, Mr. Daly took a suit- 
ease of silver to Sioux City for deposit 
in the Security National Bank there. 
His train was late and when he arrived 
the bank was closed for the day. While 
taking the suitcase to his hotel, the 
sides gave way and the silver rolled all 
over the walk and street. He had 
plenty of help to pick up the money 
and strange as it seemed, when he de- 
posited the money in the bank the 
next morning he had all he started out 
with. Now we use the mail and express 
systems to transfer deposits to other 
banks. Mr. J. H. Daly retired as presi- 
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BANKS, Continued— 


dent of the Sanborn Savings Bank, 
November 9, 1933, after serving . 38 
yeal’s as president. He passed away 
November 24, 1943 at his home, now 
the residence of his grandson, James 
W. Cravens. 

The Sanborn Savings Bank became 
million dollar bank for the first time 
in its history in 1944, and it was also 
the first time the town of Sanborn 
had a million dollar bank. This bank 
has always been a home-owned bank. 
W. W. Johnson, the first president, 
built the Shaw home (recently torn 
aown) at the north end of Main street 
in 1892. His son, J. A. Johnson was 
connected with the bank until 1927, 
When he moved te California. Another 
son, Frank Johnson, still lives here. 

E..M. Brady Sr., the first vice pres- 
ident, was the father of the late A. 
V. Biady, who retired as a director in 
1936, Eva Brady, who taught in the 
Sanborn High school at one time, and 
who is now retired, and of Dr. E. M. 
‘Brady, of Sanborn, one of our state 
veterinarians. 

D. M. Norton, who retired from the 
bank in 1949, after 20 years as a di- 
rector, was one of the very early 
settlers in Franklin) Township. His 
son, W. 8. Norton, was bookkeeper at 
the time he left for Army service in 
the First World War. 

John W. Cravens, president, has 
served as bookkeeper, assistant cash- 
ler, cashier, and president. He mar- 
ried Berniece Daly in 1918 and - be- 
came connected with the bank in Feb- 
ruary 1919. He became president upon 
the retirement of Mr. Daly in 1933. 

Other personnel of the bank at the 
present time are: James W. Cravens, 
vice president, entered the bank Sep- 
tember 5, 1944. He became a director 
in 1948 upon the retirement of Mr. D. 
M. Norton. 

C. F. Watters, cashier, joined the 
bank in September 1928 and is also a 
director. He is a son of John and Mira 
Watters, early settlers in Center town- 
ship. 

Anna Bohan, peatdta ek cashier, suc- 
ceeded her sister, Frances B. Ahrend, 
(who served as bookkeeper and assist- 
ant cashier from 1921 to 1927), in 
February 1927. Edw. R. Bohan — suc- 
ceeded A, V. Brady upon his © retire- 
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ment as director in 1936. Their fathey, 
W. C. Bohan Sr., purchased his first 
80 acres of land in Franklin township 
September 18, 1882 from C,H. Ray- 
son and Mary Rawson at $12.00 per 
acre — two miles west and “4 mile 
north of town. 

Ek. W. Mayne became a director up- 
on the retirement of J. A. Johnson, 
September 13, 1927. His father, E. A. 
Mayne was a Sanborn merchant for 62 
years prior to his death in 1946. E. W. 
Mayne and his sister, Mrs. A. W. 
Parker, now operate the same general 
store. 

Arthur Vyse, nephew ba Mis. 
Harker, was employed : 
and teiler in the early ae Vs. 
vied Irene Phelps. 
lived in the Vander Woude house on 
Hiway 18 The Vyses lived here a few 
years when they moved to Chicago and 
Mir. Vyse became a very successful fi- 
nancier, 

Lyla Wieman, daughter of Mr. 
Mrs. Henry Wieman, served as book- 
keeper for several years, until he: 
marriage to Geo, 
of World War Il. The Wieman fam- 
ily, Lyla’s grandparents, were among’ 
the early pioneers 

Mrs. Helen L. Fakehany, bookkeeper 
— March 1, 1951. Helen’s grandpar- 
ents, Mr. and Mrs, Peter Lowe, were 
among the early railroad poopie te 
come to Sanborn. 

Bonnie Dummett, bcokkeeper—April 
1, 1951. Bonnie’s great grandparents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Wm. H. Dummett, were 
the first settlers in Franklin township. 
Other employees of the Sanborn 
Savings Bank have been: Elmer Hui- 
bregtse, son of Mrs. Jane Huibregtse; 
Sees Harberts, Virginia Washburn 
Sauer, Bernice Kimmel Watters, Dor- 
ris Wright Raymond, Laura King 
Groot, Florence Soop Hansen, Helen 
Anne Albert, Ruth Van Zyl Vander 
Tuig. 


Wim. 
bookeeper 
He mar- 


As histovy repeats oe we find 
Sanborn in its 75th year with one 
bank at the same Sheu tlor as San- 


boin’s first bank, which I. W. Daggett 
started in 1879, now the Sanborn Sav- 
ings Bank, a pioneer bank, associated 
with pioneer families. 

Sanborn State Bank 
Sanborn had two banks in the early 
days. The Ellis Bros., C. D. and E. A- 


The Phelps family’ 


and - 


A. Bualliet, a veteran. 
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BANKS, Continued— 
Ellis, well-known bankers of Charles 
City, Iowa, started the Sanborn State 
Bank, April 1, 1888. The Articles in 
Incorporation, under the laws of Iowa, 
gave its capital as $25,000. George B. 
Davids was a stockholder and the first 
cushier. His daughter, Louise Davids, 
worked as a translator of German. 
Morton Wilbur was bookkeeper. 

The Geo. B. Davids family came 
through Sanborn on the first all- 
passenger train to go on to Canton, 
South Dakota in 18380, and settled at 
Sneldon, coming to Sanborn in 1888. 
He purchased two quarter scetions of 
land in Summit township from a dis- 
gruntled Easterner, who said it would 
never be anything but a swamp. Ue 
paid $2.00 per acre for one quarter and 
$1.25 per acre for the other. These ave 
the Gus Storm farm and the Leland 
Storm farm which corners the Gus 
Storm farm to the southwest. Today 
these are two very fine farms. The 
first year that the family hved in 
Sheldon, Mrs. Davids had a garden on 
the Gus Storm farm and drove out 10 
miles twice a week to care for it. The 
large cottonwood trees we see on this 


fuim now, were started from twigs] 


she used to mark the garden rows. 
The Ed Melvin family, parents” of 


Frank Melvin, lived on the Davids 
farm at that time. In Sanborn, the 
Davids family lived in a house located 
on the grounds where the Anna Bohan 
home now stands. His neighbors to 
the east (Freda Moses home) were 
the George N. McCullow family. Zai- 
dee McCullow, present librarian, is 
the only member of the McCullow 
family still living here. Her brother, 
C. E. McCullow, lives on a farm at 
Volga, South Dakota Between these 
two homes are two large black oak 
trees planted by Geo. B. Davids. 
Louise ‘Davids, daughter, married 
James McNeill and they were the 
parents of Irene McNeill of Washing- 
ton, D. C., and Isabel, now Mrs. R. H. 
Penning. Mr. McNeill served as Mayor 
and Mrs. McNeill was very influen- 
tial in all civic, patriotic and church 
work. 

Geo. B. Davids retired from the 
bank and in later years Peter Velie 
became president and W. A. Solon, 
cashier. This institution functioned 


from 1883 to 1924, The bank is almost 
forgotten but the oak trees planted 
by Mr. Davids, live on as a memorial 
to this early pioneer family. 

* * * 


Building & Loan Assn. 
The Sanborn Building and Loan As- 
sociation played an important part in 


the lives of Sanborn people for 60 
years. It was incorporated May. 4, 
1885, The first officers were: 
PB PCOTIG SE 5 cn wpa J.-M. Finch 
Vice President .. Morton Wilbur 
Secretary ......8. D. W. Woods 
SP POMSIVG? ss 6 Geo. B. Davids 


Directors: J. M. Finch, J. L. Greene, 
Morton Wilbur, T, A. Fraser, Geo. H. 
Klein, Geo. W. Schee, J. F. Hughes, J. 
H. Wolf, Jas. Allen, John O’Leary, 
Daniel Moody, H. J. Goimon, F. E. 
Johnston, C. EE. Coleman, G. Starr. 

Signers: John F,. Hughes, Thos, A. 
Fraser, Garrett Starr, Geo, G. Fergu- 
son, F. E. Johnston,, J. H. Daly, E. C. 
McCullow, John O’Leary, Geo. B. Dav- 
ids, James M. Finch, J. L. Greene, - 
Morton Wilbur, H. J. Gormon, James 
Allen. D. W. Wood, 
Dated May 4, 1885 Notary Public 

Many homes were built or paid for 
through the Building and Loan. The 
first one to be erected was the Henry 
I. Corey home, completed in August 
1885, Real Estate transfers from the 
Public Library. show that A. J. Fitz- 
gerald and wife transferred Lots 5 
and 6. Block 27, to Henry E. Corey, 
July 17, 1885. This home later became 
the Tom Helman house, the Amanda 
Harges home, and is now the Chas. 
J. Getting home. The second home fi- 
nanced by the Building and Loan, was 
the John Gallagher house, now occu- 
pied by the Gerben Tamminga family, 
east of the Mrs. Edith Burns home. — 

The Building and Loan Charter had 
to be renewed every 20 years. Officers 
elected in January 1945 were: Presi- 
dent, M. J. Shanahan; vice president, 
Edith Burns; secretary, John W. Crav- 
ens; treasurer, Anna Bohan, 

Board of directors: A, F. Weiss, FE. 
C. Luke, R. C. Sawyer. The charter 
Was not renewed in 1945 due to the 
lack of volume in business. 

(NOTE—Information obtained from 
files of old Pioneers at Library; Zai- 
dee McCullow, Isabel Penning, Clari- 
bel H. McMillen and John W. Cravens) 
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Business Firms of 1882 and 1953 


Aug. 25, 1882 

Sanborn has five hotels, three rest- 
aurants, about 50 boarding houses, 
three hardware stores, 10 grocery 
stores, six dry goods stores, two furn- 
ishing houses, two drug stores, three 
tin shops, four blacksmith shops, two 
livery stables. two mammoth lumber 
yards, three paint shops, four law of- 
fices, with eight lawyers; 

Two well-read doctors, five land of- 
fices, one bank, two well kept saloons, 
but one church building, one school 
house, four teachers, three wagon ma- 
kers, 33 carpenters, one feed store, a 
town hall 32x72 feet, a hickory swing 
(back of Pioneer office) a brass band, 
a glee club, a Masonic lodge, an Odd 
Fellows lodge; 

A hut of Oriental order, two brick 
buildings, a population of 1200, 15 ma- 
chinists, a furniture store, three mil- 
linery shops, three ware houses, two 
agricultural depots (elevators) two 
barber shops, one laundry, two large 
hog presses, one harness shop, one 
book store, the best class of business 
men, one music store, five licensed 
drays, one steam printing’ house; 

An even hundred’ marriageable 
young men, a bevy of girls that hunt 
chicken, An old maid sewing circle—to 
get, A fire department in her mind, 
more good sidewalks than any town of 
its size in Iowa, money in the treasury, 
hospitality in reserve for strangers, 
the best and the largest stock yards 
west of Milwaukee, a handsome round 
house with 14 stalls; 


A railroad machine shop that equals 
those of the large cities, the head- 
quarters of O’Brien telephone lines, a 
jail without occupant; 

An excellent country surrounding it, 
the handsomest hotel building on the 
Milwaukee road, The end of the I and 
D division of C.M. St. P. Railroad and 
a thousand and one other things that 
our minds eye doesn’t catch at the 
moment. 


-Times have changed and_ business 
places also. Some are the same but 
many have become obsolete and others 
have taken their places. 


In 1953 Sanborn has: 2 motels (no 
hotels nor boarding houses) 4 cafes, 2 


taverns, 1 pool hall, 8 hardware 
stores, 6 groceries and meat markets, 
1 general store, 2 frozen food locker 
plants, 1 clothing store, 1 drug store, 
5 garages, 6 gasoline and service sta- 
tions, 2 welding shops, 1 farm imple- 


ment store, 1 bank, 2 lumber yards, 6. 


building contractors, 3 large grain ele- 
vators, 2 draymen, 3 barbers, 3 beau- 
ty shops, telephone exchange, 3 insur- 
ance and real estate agencies, 1 shoe 
store, 1 bakery, 1 variety store, 4 
electric, radio and TV shops, 2 radio 
repair shops, one dry cleaner, movie 
theatre, dairy, creamery, drive-in ice 
cream store, 2 physicians, 2. dentists, 
2 lawyers, 1 veterinary, 1 state veter- 
inary, chiropractor, 6 churches, 2 
schools, school band and town band, 
second class post office, 2 rural deliv- 


ery routes, a newspaper, plumbing and 


fixit shop, 2 livestock buyers, several 
truckers, corn cob products company, 
cement block factory, 4 well drillers, 
salvage yard, state liquor store, round 
house, volunteer fire department, mu- 
nicpal electric plant, town water 
works, 3 portable corn shellers, 2 por- 
table feed grinders, 2 hay balers, 5 
hybrid seed corn dealers, 3 farm stock 
feed and medicine dealers, 1 upholster- 
er; 

Lodges and clubs—Masonic and 
Eastern Star, Odd Fellows and Rebek- 
ahs, Modern Woodmen and_ Royal 
Neighbors, Milwaukee Road Women’s 
club, Brotherhood of Railway Train- 
men and Auxiliary, Brotherhood of 
Locomotive Engineers, American Le- 
gion and Auxiliary, Women’s Relief 
Corps, Twentieth Century Club, Lions 
Club. 

We still have the best class of peo- 
ple anywhere; Hospitality in reserve 
for strangers, excellent surrounding 
country. 

Division point of the Iowa and Da- 
kota division of the Chicago Milwau- 
kee, St. Paul and Pacific Railroad; 
and a thousand and ore other things 
too numerous to mention, 


Sanborn is located on the highest 


ground elevation of any town in Iowa, 
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Numerous Gine Hatels in 1890 


It seems strange to be writing about 
Sanborn’s hotels, when today we don’t 
have a single hotel. We do have two 
fine motels, four good cafes, and two 
taverns, in the place of the early ho- 
tels and restaurants. When Sanborn 
Was in its heyday it boasted of having 
more hotels than many larger towns, 
five or six being in operation, As the 
years passed, some of these became 
business houses or residences, some 
were destroyed by fire or wind. When 
the Omer hotel was torn down in 1949, 
first known as the Roden hotel, San- 
born lost an old landmark and its last 
hotel. The early hotels frequently 
changed their name with the advent of 
a new owner or proprietor. 

The Jenkins House was first known 
as the Hillier House, being built by 
Mr. Hillier, early in 1879. It was op- 


erated by the Farrell family. Frank 
Jenkins bought this property from 


-Mr. Hillier in May 1879, and A. W. 
Creed was the first manager. Later 
Mr. Jenkins sold the property to Mr. 
Hoyt who operated it for a few years. 
This building cost $2000.00 and the 
equipment $500.00. It was located at 
the south end of Main street on the 
east side. It is now the John Mulder 
Fix-it Shop. Pirie and Anderson had 
a tailor shop in this building for over 
50 years. Mr. James Pirie came from 
Scotland in 1883 and came to Sanborn 
in 1884 and opened the tailor shop. Mr. 
Charles Anderson came from Sweden 
in 1892, where he had learned the 
tailor trade and became Mr. Pirie’s 
partner. They retired in June 1936. Mr. 
Mulder purchased the bulding: June 4, 
1936 and continues his business there 
today. Just south of this building was 
a long low building, housing the Todd 
and Powers Implement shop. The Todd 
family (parents of Mrs. D. C. Killam) 
came to Sanborn in 1887 and Mr. Todd 
engaged in this business with Mr. 
Powers, who was already settled here. 


The Barnes Hotel or Sanborn House 
was located on First street, where the 
Mrs. Sam Omer home now stands. It 
was moved here f:6m Primghar in 
1879 and was on the grounds to meet 
the first railroad workers. Later it 


was operated by Dan Gorrell and 
again by the Fenton family. The last 
proprietors were Mr. and Mrs. Pro, 
who closed the hotel in the early 1900’s 

The Beacom House or Commercial 
House opened February 17, 1882 and = 
was on the corner where the Masonic 
Temple now stands. Mr. and Mrs. John 
Beacom operated this hotel. They had 
a family of ten children. Their son, 
Thomas Beacom started his career in 
railroading on the Milwaukee division 
in 1882 and became very successful in 
his work. This building cost $3,000 and 
was large and commodious, being able. 
to take care of 100 guests. It was de- 
stroyed by the tornado, June 5, 1914. 
Crandall Hardware occupied the first 
floor and the J. D. Long family had 
living quarters and a phtograph studio 
upstairs at that time. 

The White House was on the east 
side of Main street, where Geo. C, Get- 
ting’s two-story brick building, hous- 
ing a show room and garage on the 
first floor and an apartment house on — 
the second floor, stands today. Once 
it was known as the Empire House 
and was operated by the Fenton fam- 
ily. Later Mrs. Tom Maloney operated 
it as the White House, while ‘her hus- 
band operated a bakery. It was also 
operated by Mr. and Mrs. Boynton. 
They were the parents of Mrs, Arthur 
Lucas, a school teacher whose husband 
had a jewelry store here in early days. 
Another daughter taught in the Pub- 
lic school. Mrs. Lucas now lives at 
Arnolds Park. Then the Groves fam- 
ily owned it and it was known as the 
Groves Hotel and Restaurant. Then it 
was leased by Sam Omer and was 
called the Omer Annex. They used. the 
upper floor in conjunction with the 
Omer Hotel and rented out the lower 
floor for living quarters in the back 
and business in the front part. 

Roden’s Hotel was built in 1881 by 
A. H. Roden and Theo. Linden, The 
building was 382 ft. by 70 ft. by 22 ft. 
It cost $6,000. The second floor was 
called Roden’s Hall. It could seat be- 
tween 400 and 500 people. There was 
an outside entrance to the hall on the 
south side of the building. A grand 


was known as the Western House and!ball was given at the opening in No- 
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HOTELS, Continued— 


vember, 1881, Many shows, dances and 
fairs were held there. One of the 
early shows was Uncle Tom’s Cabin. 
Little Eva, Uncle Tom and the baying 
bloodhounds were a main attraction. 
Later this was called the Hotel Stray- 
er and operated by Mr, Strayer. It was 
also operated by Mr. and Mrs. Nick 
Palma. One time it was called the Ox- 
ford Hotel. Mr. and Mrs. Palma sold 
the building to the Omers. It became 
the Omer Hotel in 1908 and remained 
as such until 1949, when Sam Omer, 
owner, had it torn down to make way 
for Omer’s Cafe. This is a brick build- 
ing 48 ft. by 40 ft. It is operated now 
by Mrs. Sam Omer and daughters. 

The Clark House, later the Phoenix 
Hotel, was. started in March, 1882. As 
the population of the growing town 
increased and more trains stopped 
here, the need of a larger hotel became 
urgent. It was built where the O’Brien 
County Co-op. Creamery stands now. 
The Mart Shea Lumber office was lo- 
‘ated there and had to be moved to 
make room for the new building. It 
was built of veneered brick, three 
stories high, with a basement. It had 
fifty rooms and was located near the 
depot so passenger trains could stop 
for meals. One hundred people could 
be seated in the dining room, and four 
passenger trains stopped here daily 
for meals. It had bath rooms, laundry 
and barber shop. The grand opening 
was held July 4, 1882. Mr. S. R. Kelly 
was the owner and W, A. Kaynor was 
the first proprietor. First it was called 
the G. W. Sanborn House but in July 
1882 it was definitely mamed_ the 
Clark House after General Superin- 
tendent Clark of the C. M. & St. P. 
Railway. 

The Kaynors were famous for their 
meals, Many banquets were held there. 
The second’ Old Timers’ Reunion 
(O’Brien County) was held there Dec. 
5, 1884. The Algona Orchestra furn- 
ished the music, playing “The Star 
Spangled Banner,” “Il Trovature,” “A 
Mississippi Yell,” “Auld Lang Sayne,” 
“Kiss to Beecher,” “Arkansas Trav- 
eler,” “Dixie Land,” and “Home Sweet 
Home.” The banquet was $5 per plate. 
The menu was: Shrewsbury oysters 
on half shell, Russian caviar, Chateau 
d’yquem, en verres vertes, clam chow- 


der, baked blue fish, Vichy water, fil- 
tration of 1884, terrain l’Americanine, 
Parisian potatoes, eau de cologne, 
fresh from. the Rhine, tenderloin § of 
beef, mushrooms, Petits Pois, Al car- 
chafa Italiana, asparagus, lettuce, cy- 
clone pickles, celery, Spanish olives, 


Mumm’s Appolinaris water, extra dry;. 


saddle of venison, broiled pheasants, 
pigs in blankets, currant jelly, Orange 
marmalade, cucumber salad, Greno’s 
champagne cider, St. John’s favorite, 
Pomery, English Plum Pudding, blane 
mange, cream meringues, vanilla ice 
cream, raspberry water ice, bourbon 
health restorer, pears, bananas, figs, 
raisins, russet oranges, hot-house 
cherries, California grapes, Malaga 
grapes, peaches, apricots, almonds, 
Blue Joint 1776, Neuchetel cheese, 
Fowage de Bris, hard tack, cafe noir, 
Havana cigars. 


The Clark House prospered under 
the Kaynor management. Gross re- 
ceipts in 1885 were $25,000. Meals 


averaged 250 daily. Mr. -Kaynor also 
owned a livery stable located near the 
hotel. He had twenty horses and sev- 
eral carriages, buggies and phaetons. 
When the Kaynors left the hotel did 
not prosper as well under new man- 
agement and later a fire burned out 
the interior. The owner did not rebuild 
it, so it stood vacant and idle. Win- 
dows were broken and other parts de- 
stroyed or stolen. . 

Legal complications arose over the 
Clark House and it was not reopened 
until 1902. It was then named the 
Phoenix (risen from ashes) Hotel. 
This time E. C. Tangney proposed to 
the Milwaukee Railroad Co. that he 
would redecorate and repair the build- 
ing and agree to operate a good hotel 
if at the end of ten years the building 
would be his. The proposition was ac- 
cepted and the hotel was put in first 
class condition. Water was piped to 
each floor. New lights were installed 
and many other improvements were 
made. 

Mr. Tangney had been a fireman on 
the Milwaukee rialroad and found up- 
on examination for a promotion that 
he would have to discontinue = rail- 
roading. Thus the chain of Tangney 
hotels in the Tangney family was 
started. The Phoenix opened Febr. 20, 
1902. Mr. Tangney hired G. D. Car- 
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HOTELS, Continued— 


penter as the first manager. He was 
an experienced hatel man from Den- 
ver. Shortly Mr. and Mrs. Tangney de- 
voted all their time to the business 
and with their family operated the 
Phoenix for several years. Then Mr. 
Tangney bought the Arlington Hotel 
at Sheldon and moved there. 

Mr. Leitch followed the Tangneys 
as manaver. He sold the hotel to Mr. 
Tapp of Albia, an old time railrcad 
man, in October 1914. The retiring 
landlord went into moving picture 
business. 

Mr. Spears was the landlord when 
the Phoenix Hotel burned July 24, 
1922, Fire was discovered at 2:15 a. m. 
and had made great headway. There 
were 35 guests in the hotel at the time 
and all escaped safely. Lack of water 
hindered the work of the firemen. A 


strong wind from the southeast endan- 
vered the Omer Hotel across the 
street to the north. The Sheldon five- 
men came to help but the walls had 
started to cave in when they arrived 
so they were too late to save the 
building. It was thought the fire start- 
ed from an oil or gas stove in the 
kitchen, which had been improperly 
extinguished. The Phoenix and all its 
furnishings burned and was never re- 
built. Mr. Spears suffered a great loss. 

The people of Sanborn enjoyed the 
hospitality of this hotel, and many 


memorable events took place there. 
William Jennings Bryan, .the silver 


tongued orator and oft time candidate 
for president on the Democratic ticket 
spoke from a platform erected at the 
south steps of the hotel, October 18, 
1906 to a large gathering of people, 
including the children of the Sanborn 
Publie School. 


The Onera Houde 


On October 7, 1905, a group of civic 
minded business men and citizens of 
Sanborn met in the office of the San- 
born Savings Bank for the purpose of 
organizing an Opera House Company. 
The draft of Articles of Incorporation 
were read. Officers elected were FE. 
M. Brady, president; E. C. Tangney, 
vice president; G. M. Slocum, secre- 
tary; J. H. Daly, treasurer; board of 
directors: E. C. Tangney, H. F. Addy, 
E. M. Brady, J. F. Kerberg and E. A. 
Mayne. 

The capital stock of the Opera 
House company was set at $5000.00. 
On Oct. 20, 1905, the directors met 
and apvointed J. F. Kerberg and E. 
C. Tangney a building committee to 
act during the construction of the San- 
born Opera House. The original 
edifice with a Moorish style front in 
architecture, built of light colored 
pressed brick. There were 28 original 
stockholders namely: E. M. Brady, 
Mayne & Kings, Kk. C. Tangney, Addy 
& Shea, Kehrberg & Protextor, G. M. 
Slocum, Theo. Zimmerman, W. B. 
Cantrall, R. M. Boyd, Bruce Edgerton 
Lumber Co., C. A. Babcock, R, D. Mc- 
Millen, Thos. Maroney, J. A. Don- 


J. M. Hansen, Geo. N. MecCullow, M. 
B. Martini, A. W. Solon, T. A. Biggs, 
T. W. Farnsworth, M. M. Burns, J. H. 
Daly, J. R. Brady, C. B. Rentz, Peter 
Hickey, W. H. Foley. 

In January, 1906, J. F. Kerberg was 
elected general manager of the Opera 
House which was used for all city ac- 
tivities.. At the Grand Opening Ralph 
Riggs Co. presented three high ¢lass 
plays. There were suppers, fairs and 
dances during the opening days. The 
opera house was a large well furnished 
building of which Sanborn was proud. 

From old files of the Sanborn Pio- 
neer we read: 

At Citizens Opera House, April 23, 
1908—Trousdale Bros. Stock Co. opens 
a 3-night engagement at the Citizens 
Opera House April 25 and will present 
three of the best plays ever presented 
among them being “Graustark” and 
“The Clansmen”. The Trousdale Bros. 
are the only company presenting them 
west of the Mississippi. Admission: 
children 15c, adults 25¢c, reserved 
seats 35c. 

Sept. 1908—Ralph Riggs Company 
at the Citizens Opera House. 

There were no stock company shows 


nelly, J. A. Wilcox, Jas. McCormack,4fter July 1, 1915. 
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OPERA HOUSE, Continued— 

The cyelone of 1914 caused some 
damage to the building and in July 
1932 the old brick front which was 
considered unsafe for further public 
gatherings was torn down and in its 
place appeared a new stucco front. 
The-roof of the building . was re- 
shingled. 

A July 7, 1982 issue of The Pioncer 
states that the work of remodeling the 
opera house building is nearing com- 
pletion. The opera house is a large 
roomy structure, ideal for all kinds of 
public gatherings and we ‘appreciate 
the progressive spirit of the opera 
house personnel in making these im. 
provements. 


On Sept. 25, 1941, at & méeting of 
the stockholders it was decided to sell 
the opera house building to the high- 
est bidder as ony seven of the stock- 
holders were residents of Sanborn and 
the business and management of the 
building was left to a few. 

Many are the changes in a commun- 
ity over a pericd of 36 years. Folks 
travel a greater distance for their en- 
tertainment and thus ended the San- 
born Opera House Company, for in 
October, 1941, the building was sold 
to Dale Dick, Jr., at a great sacri- 
fice, the sum being $800. 

George Getting is the present owner 
of the building which is used for an 
implement and seed corn business. 


Clyde Powell Tells of Early Sanborn 


Now as Sanborn is about to cele-.throu 


brate its 75th amniversary, our 
thoughts go back to the early Pio- 
neers, those who knew the hardships 
and joys of building a new town. We 
are happy to have in our midst one 
who came with his parents to San- 
born befcre the railroad reached this 
point. During an interview with our 
good frierd Clyde Powell we find that 
he arrived in Sanborn in the spring of 
1877, riding in the building which his 
parents were moving by wagon from 
Primghar to Sanborn in order that 
they could establish one of the first 
business places in our fair city. G. A. 
Powell had moved to Primghar March 
first and erected a building, but they 
changed the survey of the railroad to 
go through Sanborn so he moved his 
building to Sanborn. 

Stocum and Lawler bought the land, 
the location of Sanborn, from the 
Railroad company. The town was 
platted and they gave a residence lot 
to the first person buying a business 
lot. Geo, A. Powell bought a lot, where 
the Pool Hall now stands, and placed 
the building which he moved from 
Primghar there, receiving a residence 
lot at that time, location of Clyde 
Powell’s home. Mrs. Powell had a 
restaurant as a business place, some 
of her first boarders being the men 
who were building the railroad. The 
railroad guaranteed the board and she 
had to collect when the pay car came 


SS Se ee ae 


25 


gh on the 25th of the month. 

Duiing these days, Clyde has been 
reminiscing and his recollections of 
the early history are as follows: 

The first church services were held 
in the box car depot with Rev. Ira 
Brashears as pastor alternating with 
J. H. Wolf. The first Sunday school 
picnic was held in Brashears’ grove 
(ater known as Parker farm). 

Main street run east and west on 
First street and had the _ following’ 
business places, Teabout store, Sa- 
loon and pool hall. Arthur McArdle 
shoe maker, and brother Barney, a 
stone mason. Hibbs residence; Roden 


Hotel; livery stable and Barnes 
Hotel. 
One of the exciting incidents in 


pioneer days was when Sanborn was 
determined to have the Court House. 
They hired Robert Tifft and dray to 
go to Primghar to get the court house 
but the pleasure lasted only a day. 

Sanborn had a flour mill in early 
days, the best brand. of flour being 
“Pansy.” G. W. Mckarland was their 
traveling salesman. 

FE. W. Snyder owned and operated 
the first light plant in connection with 
the flour mill, location east of Geo. 
Mayhak home. The monthly light bill 
was based on the number of lights. in- 
stalled in house or business place. 
Later meters were installed. At 11:45 
lights. blinked three times and ther 
went out at midnight. It was a steam 
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POWELL, Continued— Meat Market: Sage; Mark Shea. 

operated plant using old mill boilers; Stage coach was used for the first 

and fuel was head end cinders of lo-|mail route between here and Primghar 

comotives. as it was used for both mail = and 
First b'g five in Sanborn was Tea-| passengers. L. C. Green ran the route 

bout’s Store in connection with his livery stable, 
Early business places were: later selling to Dave Palen. 

Hardware: Teabout, Jenks, Bowen Clyde Powell ran a pool hall from 

Lumber Yard: Wheeler & Flint; Wm.}| 1894-1898 at the location of Achterhcf 
Johnson; Johnson Bros. Barber Shop. The building was owned 

Furniture: George Powell & Ed|by Killam. He rented the back part 
Woods; Theodore Linden for a Chinese laundry. 

Bakery: Perry Jewel. Perry had a| Then there was the great Gold 
horse bell on his cart and went|Rush when Geo. Vogt, Mike McKeey- 
about town delivering his  bakery}er, Mel Boyd and Henry Roden went 
goods. to the Klondike. 

Milk Wagon: J. A. Stocum L. C. Green, who brought the first 

Lawyer: J. A. Stocum, Harley Day [house to Sanborn fiom  Pyrimghar, 

Clothing Store: W. H. Pumphrey;| moved it to the location of the present 
Platt. Phill Cuppett home. 

Jewelry Store: J. E. Drake Clyde says flour was $1 a sack when 

Diuggist: Smith they bought it from the mill. He was 

Doctor: Peck . working at Greene’s store and would 

Blacksmith: Ace Orr, Bill Gress zo to the mill for the flour and unload 

Abstractor: Warren Walker. He also]it at the store. They would sell it for 
put in first telephone between San-|$1.10 and he would have to deliver it. 
born and. Primghar Mr. Powell left Sanborn in 1900 but 

Livery Stable: L. C. Green, Davelhe and his wife returned in 1942 and 


a a 


Palen, ; have resided here continuously since 
Banker: Ike W. Daggett. that time, their home standing on the 
Greenhouse: John Christiany original lot that his. father owned. 


Business Girms in 1851 


Beginning at the north end of Main{Harley Day, attorney at law and in- 
street on the west side: Dwelling |surance agent, County Superintendent 
house of J. L. Greene on Lots 15 and|/of Schools and Mayor of Sanborn, in 
16 in Block 6. Next was C. J. Ever-|back room opening on Second street. 
hard, furniture; Robt. Elliott, tailor | Walter J. Hovey works with Mr. Day. 
shop; Broadstreet & Bois, lawyers;| Across the street, E. M. Brady’s 
Chas. Smith, M.D., drug store. On the|hardware store; Chas. H. Perry, drug 
second floor above the drug store is|store; Casley & Reason, tonsorial ar- 
the Masonic Hall, also used by the/tists (one door south); Key City Rest- 
I. O. O. F. (Masonic membershop!|aurant, run by Mr. and Mrs. Wheeler 
about 25; Odd Fellows, lately organ-|and daughter; Daggett & Freeman, 
ized, membership about 30.) Wm.|proprietors of the Citizens Bank; 
Harker building, now being used as a]Harry Sherman, House of Lords sa- 
temporary abode; E. F. Bacon & Son,|loon; Sanborn Tribune, C. G. Bundy, 
general merchandise, and J. E, Drake,|editor; House of Commons saloon, P. 
jewelry store, both in .a_ building|T. Muttart, in building of M. C. 
erected by Messrs. Lane & Longshore;|Gann’s; W. T. Bowen & Co.,  hard- 
The Pioneer, editor A. G. Willits, in}ware, Arthur McKay and Charley 
building with Warren Walker’s law|Woodruff assist; <A. J. Fitzgerald, 
and land office and upper story oc-|gent’s furnishing store; City Restaur- 
cupied by Mr. Walkers family; Har-|ant, John Grant; Sanborn Hall erect- 
ker & Greene with their O’B:ien|}ed by Messrs. Roden & Linden at the 
County Bank in the front room and!corner of Main and First streets is 
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FIRMS OF 1881, Continued— 
the pride of the town, dedicated last 
Friday evening. Restaurant and bil- 


liard hall downstairs and = entertain- 
ment hall upstairs, 


Across First street: lumber yard of | 


Marit Shea. Beginning at the south 
end of Main street: Jenkins House, 
run by A. W. Creed; Parker & Goethel 
City Meat Market; Chas. Vogt, shoe 
shop; Miss L. Gerlach, milliner; Geo. 
P. Lindman, flour and feed store; G. 
W. Platt, general merchandise; Hark- 
er & Greene have a new brick build- 
ing going up on next lot; B. H. Bra- 
shears, harnessmaker and saddler, as- 
sisted by Mr. Ross; Miss Belle Hav- 
din, millinery and dressmaking; post 
office, Tha Brashears postmaster mov- 
ed here from the east end of First 


street; W. T. Jones, groceryman; H. 
P. Bunee, Homeopathic physician; 
Geo. A. Powell, furniture; Tifft &«& 
Dunlaps, paint shop (last business 
on Main street). 

Extreme east end of First street: 
mammoth hay press and warehouse of 
Teabout & Valleau; S. W. Creed’s 
Bakery; Mrs. H. 8S. Wiser & Co., dry 
goods, notions, ete., managed by C. J. 
Williams; John Selig, restaurant; 
Dunnell Bros., livery, feed and_ sale 
stable; Sanborn Hotel, Mr. and Mrs. 
Barnes. 

On Second street: G. W. Davis, 
blucksmith; Eastwood & Harvey’s 
paint shop; Greene & Patch, livery 
stable; Sanborn’ Lumber Co., A. H. 
Everhard, superintendent; Oshkosh 
Lumber Co., manager G. D, Williams; 
schoolhouse, 


The big Ball Game 


From Sheldon Mail of Aug. 9, 1912 


the audience dispersed, and the over- 


One of the most interesting games| whelming defeat of their ball team 


of the season is szheduled to 
place at the Sheldon ball park 
22, when the Sheldon and 
teams meet for their third game 


Aug. 


posted. The unsatisfactory cutcome 
of the game July 4 is responsible for 
scheduling of the game. It will be re- 
membeied that Sanborn withdrew dur- 
ing the sixth inning on account of a 
decision by the umpire. 
Sheldon Mail—Aug. 23, 1912 

Sheldon 5, Sanborn 9. That is the 
result of the $1000 baseball game 
played yesterday afternoon sat the 
Sheldon ball park. 


Sanborn Wins $1000 Purse in 
One Sided Game with Sheldon 
Sanborn Beys Outclassed Sheldon 
Team at Every Stage of the Game 
The third and last act cf the sad 
little playlet entitled “Taking Candy 
From a Kid” was staged at Sheldon 
last Thursday with the Sanborn ball 
team in the leading role. Sheldon as 
“the kid’ played their part perfectly, 
in fact rather overdone it, as they are 
still crying and holding back all con- 
cession money and grandstand re- 
ceipts, not seeming to realize that the 
play is over, the curtain gone down, 


Sanborn} ball team accompanied by 
v tt ame of)ball fans, invaded the camp of 
the year, a purse of $1600 having been enemy, which was guarded by Co. E’s_ 


take | now simply an episode in loeal history. 


Thursday afternoon the Sanborn 


the loeal 
the 


ball team 


and in the words of that 


i) 
jyreat Roman general, Caesar, “Veni, 


Vidi, Vici” (I came, I saw, I conquer- 
ed) or translated into the baseball 
language of a ball fan, “I was robbed, 
I challenged, We defeated them.” 
Much excitement was caused by the 
lecal enthusiasm for their favorite 
players but there has never been any 
doubt as to our sure victory in the 
minds of those who had seen the San- 
born team before this season, in fact 
so sure were the local supporters of 
this victory that they made all ar- 


|rangements for a banquet that even- 


ing in honor of our ball team, 
Sanborn as usual played the same 
fast snappy errorless ball which they 
have played all the season and which 
has enabled them to defeat every team 
that has played against them. This is 
much to their credit when you realize 
the youthfulness of the members— 
four still in High school and our pitch- 
er only seventeen years old. Yet under 
the stress and excitement of the game 
they held themselves in reserve and 
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BALL GAME, Continued— 
always had “just a little bit more” 
When needed. For. Sheldon Percy 
Kings pitched a fine game and fielded 
his position in good shape but a pitch- 
ev must have some assistance to win 
a game end this help must be the abil- 
ity of the individual players on the 
field and not in dependence on the 
blindness of a friendly umpire or the 
reputation of a hired coach on the side 
lines. The only Sheldon player who 
really showed up at all as help to 
Kings was left ficlder Christiany, who 
by a remarkable catch of Solon’s long 
hit saved two scores frcm being made. 
Our share of purse was $1,372.63, 
low estimate of local winnings $2,- 
500.00. Home Run (Vic) Powers added 
another trophy to his collection. A 
Home Run with two men on base is a 
hit when needed. 
Primghar being only nine miles 
away, the noise of the celebration at 
Sanborn was easily heard. 
Not very long ago we were reading 
about the “Divine Rights” of the 
trusts. See any similitude in Sheldon’s 
“Divine Right” to the grand stand re- 
ccipts ? One Sanborn back and a heavy 
winner is sporting a new $150 How- 
ard watch with the following engray- 
ing on the ease: “Purchased with Co. 
E E.Z. money.” 
Manager Omer received a postcard 
from Primghar Mondny, reading 
follows: “Congratulations on winning 
Sheldon game. We are just as happy 
as you are,” 
The Sanborn ball team finished the 
season in a very prosperous financial 
zondition—about $2,000 in the treas- 


as 


ury—thanks to the $1,400 of easy 
money from Sheldon. ; 
All the world admires a= square 


sport and good loser. Sheldon loses 
this admiration by such deals as 
claiming all the mcney obtained from 
refreshment stands and grand stand 
receipts. There was a man on_ the 
bleachers who was a stranger and he 
bet $5.00 on Sheldon just to have an 
interest in the game, But when we 
were refused a vunner for our erippled 


shortstop, Butler, he said, “Phat may | 


be baseball Dut it is not square sport. 
1 hope 1 lose my money. I want to see 
Sanborn win.”’ And he did. 


The few people who weve left in 


vv 


Senborn the day of the game were 
kept informed of each play as made, 
each ball pitched and each hit made, 
by the kindness of our progressive 
ielephone manzeg?2r, W. H. Barker. Mi. 
Barker had a wire run to the grand 
stand at Sheldon and personally sent 
the most complete returns. This was 
greatly appreciated by the aforesaid 
unfortunates who had to stay at home. 
It is this spirit of thoughtfulness for 
the comfort of others that makes true 
friends and shows the broadness of 
some people. 

Can anyone of the 2200 people. who 
witnessed the game at Sheldon see 
any reason why Sheldon backers 
should have objected to our choice of 
Father McNally as umpire? And did 
you ever see a squarer deal or a bet- 
ter job of umpiring? Yet some of the 
Sheldon backers use every means in 
their power to have us substitute an- 
other umpire. But our Manager stood 
pat and said, “McNally umpires and 
your dear Tony Smith does not sit on 
the bench to coach.” So Tony went 
back to the sidelines. We hope he 
stopped there and went no farther 
back. But the papers and_ baseball 
history reads his route thus far— 
Chicago Cubs, then to Brooklyn and 
then to Sioux City. Time only c*n tell 
if it is the bush next. 

Box Score 
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Girt Settlers in Pranhlin Tounship 


Although the first settler in 
1856 it was not until 1872 that a set- 
tler came to Franklin township in 
which Sanborn is located. 

In 1872 Wm. H. Dummett, father 
of Mrs. Sarah Brahan, came to O’- 
Brien Co. from Benton county and 
homesteaded in Franklin township an 


an 80 acre tract in section 8 They 
came here in a covered wagon and 
brought a cow. They built a one 


room home 14x14. The grasshoppers 
took crops for three years and Mr. 


: 


Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Dummett 
Dummett had to go back to Bentcn 
county to work in the fectory to make 
a living for his family and while they 
were living there Mrs. Brahan was 
born. She remembers how the chil- 
cren used to twist slough hay and tie 
to burn to keep warm. She went to 
school in her grandmother’s kitchen 
tntil Mi. Protextor settled here. Then 
they elected him director and a school 
house was built. Her father drove to 
Milford for groceries and would butch- 
er before he left so they would have 
meat while he was gone. At that time 
the town of Sheldon had just been 
laid out and there was no Sanborn. 
Mrs. Brakan used to grind corn for 
corn meal with a coffee grinder. when 
they were short of flour. 


The seeond§ settler in Franklin 


O'-| 
Brien county, Mr. Weterman, came in!his family herve in 1873. 


township was J. H. Wolf who brought 
He came 
from Pennsylvania and in 1883 be- 
came editor of the Sanborn Pioneer, 
He later went to Primghar and pub- 
lished the O’Biien County Bell . for 
many yeai's. 

In a history by F. M. McCormack 
put out in 1906 he teils: “J. H. Wolf 
and family were the second to locate 
in Franklin township settling on sec- 
tion 14 in April, 1873. Their nearest 
neighbors were more than four miles 
away. The first winter they lived? on 
the farm they were snowed in for 
eleven weeks from January 8 to March 
|28 not seeing anyone, the snow being 
too deep for travel. Mr. Wolf threshed 
|their first crop, several hundred: bush- 
els, with the flail, his wife tuiming the 
fanning mill to clean it up.” 

Isaac Daniels was) mentioned as 
the third settler and John Neese the 
fourth. Soon after there came Wm. 
Weolworth, father of the late Mrs. E. 
A. Mayne, and Mrs. D. M. Norton. He 
with his family settled on a farm 
north of town where his great grand- 
son, Verne Norton now lives. 

Then there were I:a_ Brashe2rs, 
Thomas Burns, grandfather of Mrs. 
Ralph Epping, and others followed. 

Pioneer Farmers 

The early farmers endured all the 
hardships of a new country but it was 
a great adventure and those who were 
brave enough to stay were glad that 
they did. There were grass hoppers, 
prairie fires, the electrical storms and 
the strong winds and heat of summer, 
the cold and blizzards of winter, epi- 
demics of diptheria, small-pox and 
scarlet fever that the pioneers were 
courageous enough to weather. The 
only trecs were along the rivers, work 
was hard and manual. The main 
crops were flax, wheat and oats. 'The 
farmer turned over the rich prairie 
with a walking plow drawn by two 
horses and when three horses were 
used on the plow it was a big advant- 
age. Gwvain was cut with a scythe or 
an old fashioned binder, where two 
men stood on the platform and canght 
the grain and bound it by hand into 
bundles. It was put in shocks and 
later stacked. A machine operated by 
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FARMERS, Continued— 


horse power threshed the grain. Roads 
were trails across the prairie, houses 
were far apart, often water had to be 
hauled or carried long distances. The 
family went to town in a lumber wa- 
gon and bought supplies to last sev- 
eral weeks. 

The lives of these hardy people were 
not devoid of social life. Often a 
farmer and his family would drive 
miles to visit a friend or relative, per- 
haps stay for the night or several 
days. Hospitality was a key virtue 
of the pioneers. School programs, 
spelling bees, neck-tie socials, box- 
sccials and lyceums furnished  enter- 
tainment. Dances were held in the 
homes and all the family attended. 
Quilting bees, barn raisings, and husk- 
ing bees frequently brought these ear- 
ly people together. 

Franklin Township was detached 
from Floyd upon a petition of J. H. 
Wolf, an early settler, and nine others, 
January 8, 1878. The first election 
was held in the Wm. Gavin home the 
same year, The Gavin family came 
from Boston and located on a farm 
344 miles west of Sanborn. Later it 
became the John Mitchell farm. The 
S. D. Boyer family lived there for 
many years. Ellis H. Reitsma lives 
there now. 

In 1878, the year the railroad ar- 
rived here and Sanborn was started, 
Franklin township was described thus: 
“Just east of Floyd township, with- 
out any streams, its drainage — being 
what we would term sloughs, not mud 
sloughs, but those in which we find 
grass from 6 to 8 feet high. The C. 
M. St. P. Railroad crossed this town- 
ship within a half mile of the south 
line. There is in this HSnSUy but 
about 16 settlers.” 


Before the railroad brought better 
transportation from the east the few 
settlers were beset by the hardships 
of a new and sparsely settled area. 
Grasshoppers destroyed their crops 
for several years in the 1870’s appear- 
ing as a cloud in the sky resembling 
a storm cloud. They came in_ such 
hordes they denuded the earth in a 
short time. They came each summer 
for a time, but each year deminished 
in numbers until they disappeared. 

Blizzards were also a cause of much 


suffering and loss of life in the first 
winters when homes were far apart. 
But one of the worst and most per- 
sistent of their afflictions were the 
prairie fires which destroyed crops, 
buildings, stock and lives. They were 
greatly dreaded by the settlers. Roy 
Tifft, whose grandfather, Claudius 
Tifft, homesteaded in Center town- 
ship, and later moved to Sanborn, 
tells that he has heard them tell that 
in the summer no one ventured out 
without matches in their pocket with 
which to start a “backfire” in case 
they saw a prairie fire coming in their 
direction. Many had saved their lives 
by doing this. The mentioned 8-foot 
high slough grass became dry in the 
summer and burned most readily. 

This was of some benefit to the 
settlers however as the hay made 
good fuel. The O’Brien Pioneer states: 
“There is little timber so native fuel 
is hay and but few of the inhabitants 
use anything else. It really makes a 
cheap and excellent fuel and by simple 
machines it is twisted into little 
skeins called ‘‘sticks.” 

Some of the families twisted the hay 
by hand but machines were soon made 
by some ingenious person and = one 
copy of the Pioneer contains an item 
concerning “a new and improved ma- 
chine for twisting hay for fuel.” 

Before the land was all taken up 
and before much fencing was put in 
pasturage was open to everyone. Con- 
cerning this the Pioneer boasts, “We 
have an excellent herd law . and _ no 
fencing is required. The neighbors 
put their cattle all in one herd and 
usually a boy herds them at a_ very 
small expense to each.” 

Because of the lack of timber and 
transportation building material was 
scarce and many of the people here 
used sod for making houses and sheds 
for their livestock. 

In his history Mr. MeCotmnack tells 
of the early roads: “The first roads 
were “anywhere” to escape the 
sloughs. There was between Old O’- 
Brien and Fort Dodge what was called 
Hell Slough or the Twenty Mile 
Slough and this was difficult to cross. 
They who traveled it, if it was con- 
venient went together, several teams 
of them, carried a rope and when a’ 
stream of water was reached would 
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FARMERS, Continued— 
first swim the horses then with the 
rope fastened to the wagons would 
pull one over at a time.” 

The same trouble was encountered 
in this part of the eounty. One bad 
place we have heard mentioned was 
near tre farm first settled by Wm. 
Gavin on the present highway west of 
Sanborn and with great difficulty was 
spanned by a stretch of road called the 
Gavin Grade. At one time when a cir- 
cus was moving along the road sev- 
eral wagons became mired at this spot 
and the circus people had to get out 
and walk through or help get them 
through. But one wagon was carry- 
ing the fat lady and she couldn’t get 
out and walk thiough the deép mud 
so extra horses from the Gavin farm 
had to be brought to pull her wagon 
out, 

Travel was slow and it was common 
fov the settlers to put up travelers 
overnight and for meals. Such guests 
were weleome when visitors were in- 
frequent. On one o¢ceasion Frank Tea- 
bout, an extensive O’Brien county 
land owner, was a guest in the Claud- 
ius Tifft home. For breakfast they 
were ail enjoying pancakes. M1. Tea- 
bout reached over and helped himself 
to a piece of meat on the platter, but 
it was soon discovered he had eaten 


the “griddle-greaser”’ so they could 
have no more pancakes that meal, 


‘The Tiffts “then had to butcher and 
the whole neighborhood had meat,” 
according to a story told by Roy Tifft. 

To serve the county seat a mail 
route was started between Sanborn 
and Primghar. Passengers were als» 
carried by the carrier. The Pioneer 
of July 25, 1879, then being printed in 
Primghar reports an improvement in 


the service: “Geo, McCormack who 
carries the mail between Primghar 
and Sanborn has changed and = im- 


proved his mode of conveyance very 
much, having exchanged his rather 
delapidated “one hoss” rig for a two 
seated easy riding two horse spring 
bottomed adjustable top, hickory 
tongued, bronze mounted, 
colored, 4-wheeled “bourouche” in 
whose cupaciovus cushions he can ¢com- 
fortably seat 4 to 10 passengers and 
“whisk” them to the depot at Sanborn 
on time, for a few nickles. Geo. is an 


lavender 


cld hand at the biz atid is always ac- 
comodating and we bespeak for him 
the<liberal patronage of the traveling 
public.” 

Franklin township was named _ for 
Benjamin Franklin and the first elec- 
tion was held January 8, 1878, in the 
Wim. Gavin home in section 30, now 
the Ellis Reitsma fa:m. 

Mrs. Eugenie Powers recalls hear- 
ing people tell that they paid 25¢ a 
barrel for water in the early days and 
there was one well on Main street 
used only by the fire department. 

With the coming of the railroad, 
settlers came in larger numbers and 
in May 1880 Sanborn was reported as 
having a population of four or five 
hundred. The town was a year and a 
half in age and had been incorporated 
in an election March 18, 1880, by a 
vote of 40 to 24. 

Social life grew with the commun- 
ity and in the rapidly growing San- 
born it became quite elaborate and 
sophsticated. Substituted for the sim- 
ple neighborhood gatherings were 
“soirees” which were reported in the 
Pioneer with long and quite extrava- 
gant language to describe the affair 
and many times the costumes worn 
and the “repast” served. By the time 
the town was four years old there was 
an “Old Timers” club. At their third 
annual banquet on December 5, 1884, 
at the Clark House (W. O. Kaynor, 
prop.) the menu served consisted of: 

Blue Point Oysters 
Clam Chowder Broiled Mackerel 
Tenderloin Beef with Mushrooms 
Venison with Cranberry Sauce 
Mashed Potatoes French Peas 
Quail on Toast with Saratoga Chips 
Pigs in Blanket Lobsters 


Sweet Potatoes Celery Olives 
Chicken Salad 

Ice Cream Cake Crackers Coffee 
Cheddar Cheese 

Cider Claret Champayne 


Ete., on eall 

For entertainment foot races were 
arranged between men cf the town 
which took place down the center of 
Main street with side bets, and much 
joking to make it more fun. Shooting 
galleries were mentioned as entertain- 
ment fixtures. Later skating rinks 
were the popular. recreation. There 
was a skating rink where the cement 
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PRANKLIN NO. 9, Continued— 


best, as they were neaer my-age. I 
remember the Seatens, my cousin 
Bert, the Grogans, and later, the 
Cains, Johnsons, ithe Merchants, the 
Ed Burns family, the Mack Taylors, 
the V. 8. Daniels family, the Boyer 
girls, the Pratts and Clarks. I re- 
member Alice Carpenter Buins vague- 
ly, hoping she’d miss a word in a 
spell-down so I could spell it. We hac 
little spell-downs on Friday after- 
noons, and big neighborhood spelling 
bees on winter evenings, but I was 
seldom chosen to take part in the lat- 
ter, as I was too young. We had bas- 
ket-socials too but mostly before I was 
old enough to take part. The proceeds 
were used to buy lorary books, which 
suited me fine. We had drills’ in 
school to help us learn our tables, and 
“ciphered down” on Fridays also to 
gain specd in adding and subtracting. 
Some times, for “opening exercises” 
we gave quotations. I liked that. My 
mother had some old books which’ con- 
tained many usable quotations, and we 
would comb them carefully. IT remem- 
ber Ed Leemkuil coming up with this, 
“The man who blushes is not quite a 
brute”, and was his face red as he 
gave it, amid applause. 

We had no water supply at the 
school, so it was a coveted privilege 
to be allowed to go after water to one 
or another of the homes. Often the 
recess or noon hour was too short, and 
those who went came back late. (It 
didn’t bother them much to miss— an 
hour of school). Everyone would be 
thirsty, hands wave, “May I pass the 
water?” and someone not in class 
vould pass pail and dipper around. 
Chere was little worry about germs, 
hough I can remember that some tots 
lripped disgustingly over ‘the pail. 
‘he germs must have been benign, for 
rest of us were healthy, I think. We 
ad to be, for the life was rugged. 
ong walks to school, inadequate 
inches often frozen solid on winter 
ays, no good galoshes or footwear; 
ven so, we had great fun romping in 
10wbanks, snowballing, ete. In the 
wing and fall we went barefoot, un- 

l we got too big. 

“Pullaway” was one of our favorite 

imes, or sometimes wood tag, and 

her tag games. There was_ little 


organization to the play. Those big' 
boys were fearfully rough. They 
would take the fire out of the stove 
and hurl it in a snowbank to hear it 


sizzle. Hall doors stood open, the 
blackboards spotted with melting 
snowbalis. (The teacher was usually 


the target). The room was a sham- 
bles when the bell rang. The younger 
childvcn’s feet were freezing. Some- 
times all hands adjourned, we went to 


jthe ice and skated all day (until our 


parents found us out). The teacher 
was probably relieved to have peace 
and quiet. Sometimes the games 
changed, we would stay indoo:'s during 
the intermissions; we played pussy- 
wants-a-corner and such, invariabiy 
leading to much scuffling and rough 
horse-play by the older boys. Some- 
times the boys ran on top of desks, 
jumping the aisles a la Eliza. The 


little ones had to keep out of the: way 
or get hurt. Sometimes the big boys 
felt romantic and began indiscriminate 
kissing, the girls responding with 
scratching, kicking and biting. It was 
commonplace to get a hasty kiss— in 
class, while the teacher happened to 
be icoking elsewhere. Remember, Ed? 
(And this is letting you off easy.) My 
braids were much abused. I was con- 
stantly hauled around by them, oy 
tied to a desk, or they were stuck in 
the inkwell by the boy behind me, and 
then flung around in my face. 


In the very early days, the older 
ones brought pails of coffee to school, 
and at the morning’ recess would set 
them on the big heating stove to 
warm; the coffee would soon start 
simmering, and a tight can would 
“blow its top” and scatter scaiding 


coffee all over the rgom, and .some- 
times, us. 4940453 


I can barely remember our = first 
County Superintendent, Nellie Jones. 
She brought us a big wooden box of 
books, and made a little speech about 
reading. She hoped by the time she 
‘ame again that each of us would be 
able to say we had read one book, as 
she held up one long finger. By that 
time, I was quite a book fiend, so felt 
confident I’d do better than that, once 
we got the lid off the box. If we had 
some of those books today they wouid 
be priceless, the Alger books, “Sink 
or Swim”, “Strive and Succeed”, and 
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FRANKLIN NO. 9, Continued— 


many, many more. After Miss Jones 
came J. J. Billingsly. He didn’t dis- 
cuss reading; his theme was invariably 
the condition of the “privies’, and 
their condition was always bad. Years 
later, when I was teaching, and he was 
still the Supeiintendent, it was always 
the same theme, same speech. 

I remember several of the teachers. 
I thought Miss Wientz was my first 
teacher, but- have been corrected on! 
that, and was it Carrie or Hulda who 
taught there? I recali Myrtle Lloyd, 
Miss Henderson, Myrtle Sloan, Bea 
Downs, a Miss Perkins, and Jessie 
Mullins. Jessie Mullins was from 
Sheldon, I think; she could draw any- 
thing, and we all loved the beautiful 
pictures she made on the blackboard 
with coiored chalk, ladies in trailing 


pale-grecn dresses, and ‘what-not. We 
all learned more about drawing and 
“ait” during her short term’ than 


‘from all our other teachers together. 
And we loved her so much she had to 
chase us home every night. 

At Easter time one year, the teach- 
er colored eggs, and brought them to 
school in grape baskets. She set the 
baskets on her desk and told each pu- 
pil to come up and take an egg. There 
were goose and duck eggs, as well as 
hen eggs, but the larger pupiis who 
went up first chose the big eggs, of 
course, so by the time the little ones 
went up, only plain old hen eggs were 
left. Well I remember my _ sinking 
heart as I saw all those big beautiful 
eggs disappear. A childhood tragedy, 
never forgotten. Sometimes there 
were other treats, especialiy for 
Christmas, sacks of hard candy, pop 
corn balls and apples. We seldom had 
Christmas trees; we had boxes. covered 
with colored paper, having a wide slot 
in the top where we put in our gifts. 

Well, I left Franklin No. 9 as a pu- 
pil in January, 1907; my sister and I 
entered the last half year of the 8th 
grade in the Sanborn school. What 
grecnies we were! We had been to 
town only a few times in our lives and 
didn’t know just where the school 
building was; it took us so long to 
find it, after putting our horse in the 
livery stable, that we were tardy. It 
was hard to face the inquisitive eyes 
of about fifty 7th and 8th graders, all 


turned on us at once. Miss Mae Fran- 
cis was our teacher, and a good one, 
too, but her stern face made our hearts 
quail; that same day, she took a 
young man to the cloakroom, and dire 
sounds reached ou rears; he returned 
to the room with a very red face, and 
was a good boy the rest of the day, 
and maybe the rest of the year. 


Our rural school went on for some 
years; my brothers and. sisters ali 
went to school there through the 
grades, then to town to high school. 
Franklin No. 9 schoolhouse burned to 
the ground about 40 years ago, and 
was rebuilt. Before that we used to 
like to go there sometimes during va- 
cation or when we were cleaning the 
building, and snoop through the rrec- 
ords giving the names of teachers, pu- 
pils, days attended, grades, ete. But 
these old records were destroyed in the 
fire, along with those cherished old li- 
brary books. I believe everything was 
lost. In later years some of the teach- 
ers were Minnie Patton, Alta Dick, 
Nelle Mason, Alice Farrell, Lloyd 
Sweney, Miss Lashley, and myself, al- 
though not in that order. I came to 
Montana in the fall of 1913, taught 
here a year, then taught the next year 
in the home school, 1914-15. After 
that I returned to Montana and also 
went to Washington and taught, but 
went back to lowa and was teaching 
the old school in the fall of 1918. I 
daresay that the Mitchell school was 
the only school in the whole country 
which remained in session all day on 
Nov. 11, 1918. About 11:30 in the 
morning we heard bells ringing and 
whistles blowing all of a sudden, so 
the whole school rushed outside, think- 
ing there might be a fire. As no 
smoke was visible, we went in to fin- 
ish our morning session. During the 
noon hour I noticed several wagons 
and buggies passing with more speed 


than usual; it suddenly dawned on 
me, “Children, the war is over”. We 


decided that was it and cheered feebly, 
but ate our lunches and had school as 
usual all afternoon. That night a 
straw Kaiser was hung at the peak 
of an old barn on Main street, after- 
ward burning barn and all. (We at 
our house didn’t see all the hanging 
ceremony, I remember, because we 
were delayed by the milking). 
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| Community Eorly Sellers 


Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Bonner and'tof the Bohan family. Anna, William, 
children were another early family,| Edward Bohan and Alice B. Wilson 
coming from LaFayette Co., Wis., in| live here. 

1883. They settled on section 24,! Mike Hickey was another early ar- 
where Donald Norton now lives. They | rival fom Buchanan Co. He was em- 
brought their household goods, horses, ployed on the Ssocum ranch. Martin 
machinery and cattle with them. They Hickey came at the same time as W. 
lost two cows the first year, a serious] Bohan and they lived on adjoining 
loss to these people. They paid $6.00) go's, Thos. Hickey, his mother | and 
per acre for one farm, $8.00 for the] other members of the family came in 
second und $18.00 for the third. They] 1390. There are four sons left of the 


withstood all the hardships of pioneer| Thomas Hickey family, Francis and 
Hee.) pans. CO. Ey Megneen vot SanbOVi tasrance livine Have 
a . . 


ae Nora Paseu of ja a and The Carl Getting family came from 
10s. Bonner of Chokio, Minn., are the Mialisined\ la: Ini W eh TERS ahd we 
only members left of this family. ets gt Moore Gch ck ae poise nee: 
: tled on the farm. northwest of Sanborn 
now owned by Gerrit Roetman of 
Sheldon. He paid $10.00 per aere for 
this faim. Today a daughter, Mrs. 
Anna Protexter and two sons, Chas. J. 
Getting and John J. Getting live here. 
The family first lived on a farm one 
mile north of the lete Chris Miller 
farm where John Scheerhorn lives to- 
day. The Geo. J. Protextor family 
settled on a farm northwest of San- 
born in 1882. This place belongs to 
Otto Vander Pol now and Jerold J. 
Graves is the tenant. His son, Juhn 
Protextor married Anna Getting and 
they are the parents of E. L. Protex- 
tor, 


The L. Wieman family moved into 
Franklin Twp. in 1898. Mrs, J. J. Get- 
ting, a daughter and Henry Wiemen, 
a son, are members of this family liv- 
ing here teday. 

Mr. and Mrs. W. L. Merchant settled 
here at the time of their marriage, 


The Wm. Woolworth family drove 
across the country frem Hardin Co. in 
Mareh 1878. They settled on the farm 
now occupied by a_ great-grandson, 
Vern Norton. They hauled the lumber 
to build the house from Cherokee, 
They were the grandparents of E. W. 
Mayne, Mrs. A. W. Parker and W. S. 
Norton who live here. Robert Taylor, 
brother-in-law of Wm. Woolworth set- 
tled on the farm where Rebert Postma 
now lives. B. W. Norton family came 
from Maine, a son, D. M. Norton, came 
Maren 25, 1885. He taught school, 
later married Ora Woolworth and set- 
tled on the farm now occupied by his 
son, W. S. Norton. D. M.»Norton is 
one of the early pioneers still living 
here. 


The R. J. Thomas family came in 
1884. They lived on the farm Geo. 
Damman lives on. Then they moved 
two miles west and a half mile north 
to a place on the east side of the road] Dec. 21, 1898 and have lived here con- 
and their last home was just north of ;tinuously. They now live in Sanborn. 
the D. M. Norton farm, Arthur Thom-] The Daniel Hoffa family moved to 
2s is a son of this early family. a farm 1% mile west of Sanborn in 

The Richard Peakman family came} February, 1890 where Wm. Bohan now 
direct from Birmingham, England in|lives. One son, Porter C. Hoffa lives 
1884 and settled where Sybrand Of-jin Sanborn. He served as substitute 
fringa now lives. This farm is still in| for Tom Maroney, first ruve] mail car- 
the family. Mrs. Walley of Sheldon is} rier out of Sanborn for several years 
a daughter, and became the second mail carrier in 

W. C. Bohan came from Buchanan| November, 1909 upon resignation of 
Co. in 1882. He settled 2 3]4. miles|Mr. Maroney. Mr. Hoffa retired July 
northwest of Sanborn. His sister,|1, 1986. 

Mary Bohan kept house for him,}| Mr. and Mrs. John Britton moved . 
taught school and clerked in the Was-|from Wayne, Neby., in 1898 and set- 
sen store until his marriage in 1S88./tled on a farm near Sanborn. Mrs. 
Three sons and five daughters remain] Britton and A. F. Raymond who set- 
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EARLY SETTLERS, Continued—- 


tled in Lincoln were sister and broth- 
er. F. Willis Petrich and family live 
on the Britton farm today, The re- 
maining members of this family are 
Mrs. Harry Porth of Sanborn and Miss 
Lola Britton of Cedar Falls. 

David Mitchell owned the Scace 
farm at the time the Milwaukee rail- 
road dug the reservoir for Lake Mil- 
waukee. His sons John and Wallace 
E. lived west of town. John owned the 
Reitsma farm and the Gerrit De Vries 
farm and Wallace owned the farm now 
owned by Addie B, Damman. 

D. E. Wells was ancther pioneer 
family living where the Flickner farm 
is now, just north of the cemetery. D. 
J. Wells lived on the Vander Veen 
farm. He had a big apple orchard and 
Was a great gardener. The Sanborn 
Pioneer of Febr. 5, 1886 had this ad 


“Strawberry plants for sale. D. J. 
Wells.” Later Mr. Wells built the 


house where Donald Faas lives now at 
the west end of 4th street and moved 
to Sanborn. 

Another early frmily represented 
here was the Jake Seuffevlein family, 
who came March, 1891 and rented a 
farm frem Wim, Harker, where Den 
Alens lives now. The house stood on 
stilts on the corner. The next fall they 
bought a farm in Floyd Twp. Mrs. 
Seufferlein, now 89 years of age, and 
daughter, Mas. Chris Leemkuil, reside 
in Sanborn and a son, Wesley lives et 
Lake City, Iowan. 

Sanborn also has a “Grandma 
Meses,” Mrs. Freda Moses, who has 
lived here over 60 years. 

Center Township was organized in 
1871. Robert Tifft filed on his land 
and brought his family from St. Paul 
in 1872. Claudius Tifft, Israel Free, 
and Peter Ingersoll were other early 
settlers. The Chas. Hart family set- 
tled southeast of Sanborn in 1880. 
They purchased 80 acres at $18.50 per 


acre. This is now the Ed Leemkuil 
farm. A son, Tim Hart, lives at Ab- 


erdeen, 8. D. and a daughter, Mrs. Al- 
bert West lives at Mason City, Al- 
bert West operated a lumber yard in 
Sanborn for a number of years. 
Heman Gibbs, who later moved in- 
to Sanborn, was a very early settler. 
His son, Milton B. Gibbs, is the only 
member of that family still living 


here. 

Thos. and Sophia Kyrk moved near 
Sanborn in 1885. Mr. Kyrk helped dig 
the resorvoir for Lake Milwaukee, us- 
ing a team of horses’ on a slip scrap- 
per which was hard work. Their 
daughter, Mira, married John Watters 
in 1891 and lived in Center Twp. Three 
sons, Elvis, Forrest and Glen Watters 
wre living and the Watters’ farm still 
belongs to them. . 

Robert Whalen’s parents moved to 
Center Twp. in 1885. His father died- 
May 28, 1896 and Mrs. Whalen, and 
children moved to the house on the 
faim belonging to Jake M. Elgersma 
and occupied by the Andrew Zonne- 
feld family in the south part of San- 
born. 

The John Bailey family came from 
Nebraska about 60 years ago and set- 
tled in Center Twp. They were the 
parents of Mrs. Geo. Wright and Ho- 
bart Bailey, who own the Bailey farm 
today. Freddie Jacobs is the tenant 
now. 

Lincoln Twp. had a population of 25 
in 1881 and increased rapidly. Frank 
Teabout, of Sanborn, had a faim there 
in 1874. Mrs. Angie Valleau, his 
daughter, owned the ranch where Fred 


and Wm. De Boom live now, for a 
number of years. 
Peter Hickey first settled in Lin- 


coln and later moved to Franklin to 
the farm now owned by his nephew, 
Francis Hickey. 

Iva Soop was another early settler 
in Lincoln and Wm. Bonnea also had a 
farm in Lincoln. 

Cc. C. Dean family moved to a 400 
nerve farm east of Sanborn January, 


1894, Their son Howard Dean and 
family live there now. A daughter, 
Grace Dean, a retired Army nurse, 


lives in Sanborn. She served in World 
Wart, 

A. F, Raymond came from Cedar 
Falls in the fall of 1892 and built a set 
of farm buildings on his farm 2% 
miles east of Sanborn wend. his family 
came in the spring of 18938. R. I. 
Raymond, a son, lives there todey, the 
original home of the Raymond family 
in Lincoln Twp. Effie and Mertie 
faymond, who taught in the Sanborn 
Public School in the early 1900’s, now 
live in Cedar Falls. R. L. Raymond 
has lived on this farm for 61 years. 
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EARLY SETTLERS, Continued— 


Mr. and Mrs. Henry Klever settled 
in Lincoln at the time of their mar- 
riage in 1894, They lived on a farm 
3 miles south of Melvin. Members of 
this family living here now are: Mar- 
tin Klever, Mrs. Hilda Benz and Mrs. 
Theresa Benz of Melvin. 

The Daggett family settled north of 

Sanborn in 1871. They homesteaded 
on a farm close to Melvin, 4% mile east 
of the present Frank Daggett home on 
Hi-way 59, Their sons, Lyle and Wil- 
liam plowed up the land that is now 
Sanborn. They used oxen and 
night they slept under their wagon. 
They earned 75 cents per day. The 
Ellis family came in 1872 and home- 
steaded half mile south of the Frank 
Daggett farm. Their daughter mar- 
ried Lyie Daggett and were the par- 
ents of Mrs. Fred Petrich, Mrs. Cora 
Petrich and Frank Daggett who still 
live here. 
. We are indebted to Mrs. Abbie Mor- 
ley for interesting history concerning 
the early farmers of Summit Twp. Ab- 
bie Van Buren, one of O’Brien coun- 
ty’s early day school teachers, came 
here from Cedar county with her par- 
ents, Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Van Bur- 
en and. her brothers and _ sisters in 
1883. They settled on a farm in Sum- 
mit, which was bought for $12.50 ver 
acre. Dr. C. Maris owns this farm 
now and the John C. Hofland family 
are the tenants. Families living in 
Summit at that time were Geo. B. Da- 
vids, Wallace Aiken, Squire. Libby, 
Frank Woods, Herman Waldsmith, 
Chas. Burns, Reuben Howell, Philip 
Brundage, John Archer, Albert Bates, 
Nathaniel Ballou, Major Watson, the 
Hayes, Monte Ray, Rodney Wright, 
Delameter familiés and Arthur Mor- 
ley. Many descendants of these early 
people live in our community now. 

Abbie Van Buren married Arthur 
Morley in 1892. They settled on a 
farm three miles south and one half 
mile west of Sanborn. Albert Koep- 
nick lives on this place today and is 
the owner. 

Mrs. Morley taught school in Sum- 
mit and Franklin Twp. Schools were 
mostly unfinished buildings, often an 
empty building on some farm served 
the purpose. Generally they were lo- 
cated where they could serve the most 


pupils. Those of her forme: pupils 
still living in this area include Dan 
Toal, Ross Fink, Mrs. Ruby Dummett, 
Mrs. C. E, Heinsen, Mrs. Marie Har- 
berts, Gus Storm and Emil Storm. 
Mrs. Morley makes her home with he: 
son, Keith Morley in the south part of 


Sanborn. She and her sister, Mrs. 
Flora Estey are the only remaining’ 


members of the Van Buren family. 
Other early pioneers of Summit still 
living around here are John Brundage 
of Primghar, Sherman Libby of Sib- 
ley and Milton Delameter of Sheldon. 

John Grogan came in 1879 and help- 
ed with the building of the railroad 
west of Sanborn. His wife and children 
came later. They lived in Sheldon for 
a while and in Franklin Twp. until 
they purchased a farm in Summit. 
This place is owned by J. E. Jenison 
today. Members of the Grogan fam- 
liy living here now ere: Mrs. Annie 
Burns, Mrs. Thos. Joyce and Wm. 
Grogan, ° 

The Ferdinand Storm family came 
from Germany in 1879. They spent the 
first winter in LeMars and the next 
spring they moved to Summit Twp., 
where Mr, Storm homesteaded on 80 
acres of land just north of where 
their son, Gus Storm lives today. Oth- 
er members of this family living here 
are: Emil Storm and Mrs. Mary Har- 
berts. Mary Storm (now Harberts) 
and Etta Roberts went to school at the 
Storm school. The Alfred Roberts 
family lived on the hill just north of 
the school. Etta Roberts married Geo. 
Baldwin and they live at Edgewood, 
Ia., now. They are the parents of A. 
G. Baldwin, present manager of the 
O’Brien Co. Co-op. Creamery and he 
and Mrs. Baldwin are partners of 
Cornco, Ine. 

Herman Storm, Ferdinand’s brother, 
moved one mile west and south of the 
Storm school in 1883. Members of this 
family still here are: Herman, Bill 
and Albert. His widow, Mrs. Justine 
Storm, lives with a daughter, Mrs. 
Geo, Leemkuii- in Sanborn. 

We find this item in the Sanborn 
Pioneer of March 19,1886: ‘Mr. 
Harges, who purchased the Bacon and 
See farms, arrived this week with 
three carloads of household goods and 
a car or two of stock. He has 720 A. 
of land, one-half improved and well 
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EARLY SETTLERS, Continued— 


stocked.” Mr. Harges was the father 
of the late Geo. Harges, Albert 
Harges, and Mrs. Joe Geister Sr. John 
Hofman owns part of this land now 
znd his nephew, John B. Hofman, lives 
there. 

Squire Libby, grandfather of Mrs. 
Geo. Wright, lived where H. R. Saupe 
lives now. He had three eightys. His 
son, Ed Libby, lived on what is now 
the Barrager farm and Jake Van Dvke 
is the tenant. These people moved 
from Nebseacka. BenTon @€.. Towa 

Nathaniel Ballou, grandfather of 
David, Pat and Ross Ballou lived south 
zeross the road from where Ed Libby 
Was living. 

The Ernest E. Wright family moved 
from Buchanan in 1884. They settled 
on the farm owned by Dr. Pape and 
Dick Hefman is the tenant. Geo. 
Wright is the only member of this 
family living here. 

Mrs. Edith Gallup came here as 2 
small girl with her parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Wm. Patton. She was married to 
G. C. Gallup in 1896 and has made her 
home near or in Sanborn for over 60 
years. 

Another old timer who made his 
home on a faim, northwest of Sanborn 
for a good many years is John Green 
of Sheldon, who celebrated his 92nd 
birthday in May. His daughter, Mrs. 
Dick Niewendorp (Ruby) and husband 
live on the Green farm north of San- 
born. Another daughter, Mrs. Howard 
Dean (Lenora) lives in Center Town- 
ship. 

George Smith, a veteran blacksmith 
in Sanborn from 1907 until 1944. He 
is still active and helps some in his 
son, Louis’ shop, altheugh he is 84. 

Our early settlers came from al- 
most every country in Europe but it 
was not until about the turn of the 
century that the people of the Nether- 
lands begain to settle around here. 

Mr. and Mrs. Henry J. Niewendorp 
were probably the first Holland fam- 
ily to settle in this community. They 
moved from Rock Valley to a farm in 
Floyd Twp. in 1895, 
(1896) they moved to a farm in 
Franklin Twp. 3% miles west of San- 
born, on the north side of the road. 
The John Oldenkamp family live 
there now, on Hiway 18. The Nie- 


The next March 


wendorp children were Cornie, Marce, 
Gertrude, Lizzie, Jake, William, Mars 
tha and Henry. Jake and William 
were born on this farm. The older 
children attended school in district No, 
9, then called the Mitchell school. This 
family lived on this farm severa) 
years. Then Mr. Niewendorp bought 
a farm in Floyd Twp. from Alfred 
Biggs at $80.00 per acre. A son, Jake 
lives on this place at present. Their 
daughter, Lizzie, married Cornelius 
Kleinwolterink and tives on the old 
Wm. Merchant farm, one mile south of 
the school she attended as a girl. One 
of Mr. and Mrs. Kleinwolterink’s 
caughters married Ray Vander Broek 
and they live on a farm about two 
miies east of her parents. Another 
daughter married Hessel Dykstra, 
present Sanborn attorney. 

The Dirk Niewendorp’s, parents of 
Dick and Ben Niewendorp, lived on 
the Kelty farm, now owned by LeRoy 
Getting. The A. Vander Aarde fam- 
ily, S. Vander Aarde’s parents lived 
where W. Postma lives now. The Van 
Veldhuizen family moved northwest of 
Sanborn in 1905. 


Gerrit De Young (father of John De 
Young of Redlands, Cal., and who 
owns several farms in this vicinity) 
moved to the farm, now owned by 
Henry Van Veldhuizen in 1908. Later 
they lived on the farm now owned by 
Francis Hickey. When digging the 
basement for the Christian Reformed 
church in 1911 John De Young arrived 
on the grounds early with a team of 
horses and a scraper, and removed the 
first load of dirt to start the excavat- 
ing. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jacob De Vries and 
their four children moved here from 
Hospers' in 1910 and settled on the 
farm north of town where their sons 
live today. Bert Dykstra was living 
on the Brendle farm at that time. 

The M. Drost family moved on to 
the present Charlie Scace farm in 
1912 and to their present home a few 
years later. 

The Andrew Hoeven family moved 
to Sanborn in 1911, coming from Or- 
ange City. Mr. Hoeven engaged in 
hardware business in the building now 
occupied by the Snuttjer hardware. 
Mr. Hoeven sold out to Mr. R. H. Leo- 
nard, present owner ef the building. 
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EARLY SETTLERS, Continued— 
There were four Elgersma brothers 
who moved into this area from Michi- 
gan. William and Jake came in 1913 
and Nick and Ray the following year. 
William moved onto the farm where 
Mis. Cora Petrich is living. Members 
of this family remaining in this vicin- 
ity are Harry W. and Sam of Sanborn 
and Ray of Sheldon. Jake moved on- 
to the Chas. Burns farm, now owned 
by Martin Vander Velde and his son 


Kenneth and family live there now. 
Peter, John, Ernest J., Mrs. Ed 
Boone, Mrs. Jake Haagsma, Sr., Mrs. 
Jake Andringa Sr. are members of 
this family living here. Another son 
Harry J. lived here a number of years 
and now lives in Wisconsin. 

Other families moving into. this 
community were Ben Hofman, John 
Hofman, Andringa, Haagsma, De 
Gooyer, Ver Hoef, Brower, Bakker, 
Yavis, Kuiper, Zonnefeld, Roetman, 
Aardema, Grooters, Post. 


Santorn's Oldest Store Stl in Oneration 


One of the oldest business places in 


Sanborn today which has continuously | ¢o the 


served the people of this community 
as a general merchandise store is the 
Jack Sprat Stoie owned and operated 
by E. W. Mayne. Whitten & Wasson 
built this store building during the 
summer of 1887. At that time they 
had a General Store in the building 
north of the new building. 

The Pioneer of June 8, 1887 states 
“We are pleased to learn that Sanborn 
is to have another substantial build- 
ing. Wasson will at once begin the 
erection of a solid brick on the lot just 
south of his present store.” 

The business was operated by M:. 
Wasson as Mr. Whitton resided at 
Marshalltown, Ia. When the walls of 
the building were up for enough to 
admit the laying of the upper floor 
jcist it was decided to put on a second 
story for a hall if a right of way for 


aun outside stairway was. available. 
This was obtained in a_ short time, 


and the July 22, 1887 Pioneer gives 
the following “Mr. Wasscn having 
obtained right of way for a stairway, 
has begun the erection of a hall over 
his new store, as anticipated last week. 
Mention of which we made at the 
time. The hall will be 25 x 80 feet, 
not large but a very neat little hall 
and one that will be a great conven- 
ience to the town.” 

It was here that the Odd Fellows 
held a grand ball, the Catholic people 
held their Fairs, the Republican Rally 
was held, dances, shows and the social 
activities of the town were held. 

Ek. A. Mayne started working for 


Mr. Wasson in 1890. Mr. Wasson was you.” 


in business for 18 years when he sold 
firm, Mayne & Kings, who op- 
erated the business from Jan. 23, 1899 
until 1908 when E. A. Mayne bought 
Mr. King’s share and the business was 


EK. A. Mayne 


known as E, A. Mayne General Mer- 
chandise until 1920 when the firm 
name changed to EB. A. Mayne & Sen. 
Since the death of E. A. Mayne on 
Nov. 23, 1946, the business has been 
operated by KE. W. Mayne, who is the 
present owner. Sixty-six years in 
business. “It is a pleasure to serve 
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The IJnuasion of the Iron Harte 


&@% O’Brien was the 


Was 


time 


At the 
only town in O’Brien county, it 
believed that the railway was coming 
through this part of Grant Township. 
These few biave pioneers were eager- 


ly awaiting the coming of the rail- 
road. A railway was slowly proceed- 
ing westward from Milwaukee, Wis- 
consin, and in 1872 the O’Brien Pio- 
neer (the county’s only newspaper) 
reports that on May 25 a petition 
usked for a vote to be taken June 22, 
1872 “‘to vote on the question of aid- 
ing the McGregor & Missouri River 
Railway Company, ky tax of 5% for 
one year, to go fvom McGregor to 
Sioux City, and to come through 
Grant township. One line (now the 
Northwestern) was built across the 
northwest corner of this county and 
newspaper items mentioned that the 
Milwaukee line was to connect with 
it ‘probably at Hospers’” 

In 1872 ‘“‘a vote resulted and de- 
termined on the center of the county 
‘as the place for the county seat’. So 
the town of Primghar was started as 
the seat of O’Brien County’s govern- 
ment. After that it seemed the opin- 
ion that Primghar would surely be in- 
cluded on the railroad’s line. The Pio- 
neer of August 2, 1872, reports that a 
petition was gotten up and sent to the 
Iowa state governor in an effort to in- 
fluence the railorad company to take 
their line across the south part of 
O’Brien county instead of “10 or 12 
miles farther north’. Neverthel- 
the rails were put across the north 
part of the county presumably because 
the land was more level. It did not 
reach O’Brien county until six years 
later, having stopped at Algona for 
Jack of funds. 


= company. 
‘Iowa, the McGregor 


JIn 1881 there were 


After the site of Sanboim was. sa- 
lected as the place for the railroad 
division point, settlement and_ build- 
ing was rapid. The line in Iowa to 
Sanborn was built from McGregor te 
Calmar in 1865 by the McGregor 
Western Railway company which wis 
incorporated January 19, 18638: This 
road was conveyed on August 5, 1867, 
te the Milwaukee & St. Paul Railway 
Westward from Calmai, 
& Sioux «City 
Railway Company was extended to 
Nora Springs by 1860. This line was 
conveyed to Milwaukee & St. Paul 
Railway company May. 1, 1869. The 
McGregor & Missouri River Railway 
(whose name was changed from Me- 
Gregor & Sioux City November 1, 
1869) continued the road from Nora 
Springs to Algona in 1870. The line 
from Algona through Sanborn to Hull 
was built in 1873 by the Chicago, Mil- 
waukee & St. Paul Railway company, 
which completed extension to Running: 
Water, S. D., in the same year and to 
Mitchell, S. D., in 1880. 

The first construction train arrived 
in Sanborn the first of Novembev, 
1878, with the following crew: Eugene 
Brainard, Frank Brainard, Tom Joyee, 
John Hughes, Billy Usher, Rowe Hall 
and Dan Kane. Henry George = and 
Dell Case were among the first pas- 
senger conductors in 1878. Ben Olson 
was conductor of one of the first 
trains that crossed’ northeast Iowa, 
having started working with the Mil- 
waukee as early as January of 1874. 

L. E. Whitman, the . first station 
agent, came in 1878 with the coming 
of the railroad. His office and bunk 
room quarters were in a freight car 
set on a siding. Sharing these quar- 
ters with him was W. Dunbar, the 
first roadmaster on the I & D division. 
Walter Laeey succeeded Whitman, his 
family made their home above tho 
depot. The depot was built in 1880. 
nine men em- 
ployed there, including the following: 
Fred Harmon, agent; P. McCulla, ex- 
press agent; A. J. Devinie, G. W. 
Mowlagd, Tom Frazier, C. H. Pum- 
phrey and O. F. Olson. 


The first roundhouse building was 
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RAILROAD, Continued— 


erected by John Boland. It was start- 
ed in November of 1879 but owing to 
the severity of the winter it was not 
finished until January 1880. 

The first addition to the original 
building of six locomotive stalls was 
erected February 20, 1880, less than 
cne month after its opening with six 
more stalls added. The division point 
was pushed to the limit to take care 
of it’s consignments. This meant more 
trains, more engines and more room 
at the roundhouse, A temporary shed 
was used untii the second wing was 
built in September, 1882, enlarging it 
to an 18-stall capacity. In 1881, the 
monthly payroll at the roundhouse 
was reported at $2,080; 14 years later 
it was $6,850. 

In the period of 1926-1927 many 
men were thrown out of employment. 
Albert Parker and Charles Cheadle 
were layed off December 2, 1926, and 
were the last mechanics employed 
there. The present force consists of 
‘a working supervisor and two labor- 
ers. 

Since 1927 the yards which then in- 
cluded coal houses, machine and ear 
shops, boiler, wheel and oil houses, 
have been cleared and the _ building's 
torn down or moved. The stock yards, 
located in the west yard, covered 40 
acres on which stood the sheds, feed 
racks, pens, loading chutes and plat- 
forms. These were razed in 1934, 

The first roundhcuse cost from $50,- 
000 to $75,000 and was built of white 
Milwaukee brick, with siate roofing 
from the quarries of the “Green 
Mountain State”. A Mr. Brown was 
the first foreman. The first “iron 
’ horse” to dedicate the building was en- 
gine No, 61, James Buel, which came 
January 16, 1880. 

When the cyclone visited Sanborn 


Kings served as night foreman for 
fifteen years. George Colvin served 
us the last blacksmith, a position 
which he held for 27 years. 

Early in 1881, Conductor George 
Bryan, who began his railroad career 
in 1874, was the yardmaster;, M. M. 
Burns was in the construction train 
service, having started in 1877. Vet- 
erans who pioneered when the Mil- 
waukee extension was being built west 
from Algona were: F. W. Hurlbut, W. 
A. Malthouse, G. A. Warner, C. H. 
Cotant, Chas. Woodman, J. C. Wiley, 
W. H. Stewart, C. L.. Hyde and C. J. 
Walston. 


In the period 1880-1881 the foilow- 
ing were listed as running into San- 
boin: W. E, Gorman, Geo. H. Klein, 
Ed Moroad, J. McCarty, ‘C. H. .Mat- 
thews, T. C. Delong, G. B. Phelps, O. 
>. Powers; -P. H.- Kinng,.&. D..Pen- 
nock, T.. W.” Lane,’ P..S) Marsden, C, 
A. Smith, Milt Haupt, A. J. Grahan, 
Alex Smith, H. D. Fose, D. L. Tenny, 
J. L. Thomas, Roe Hall, Mett McMa- 
hon, P. O. Malley, L. Herrick, F. Lana- 
han, W. E, Cotant, W. Blalock. The 
following workers iost their lives in 
accidents during the years 1885-1888: 
C. McMann, Hiram Algyr, Rossan, H. 
H. Irons, Albert A. Gaskell, Jim Fee 
and Young Oleson. 

In another list of early Milwaukee 
employees we also find: A. D. Nelson, 
roadmaster, Jerry Starr, Thomas Bea- 
com, Andy W. Solon, George N. Mc- 
Cullow, ‘Wm. Woodman, George B. 
Freeman, Charles Beebe, Ed Beebe, 
Henry Baker, John J. Hughes, John 
Brown, John J. Gallagher, Joseph Ful- 


ton, Rush Eddy, Thomas McArdle, 
Wm. Switzer, Al and Wm. Swanson, 


Pete: Mottershed, engineer from Eng- 
land, and Charles E. Foote, former 
school principal and lawyer, also J. J. 
Farrell, Tom Hamilton, Jake Hanson, 


June 4, 1914, the first building to feel! Henry Kissler, Al Manchester, A. C. 


its effects was the roundhouse and the 
wing built in 1882, both were leveled 
to the ground. When the company 
rebuilt the wing, they enlarged the 
machine shops by taking away two ef. 
the six stalls, leaving four as it stands 
today. 

Some of the early workers were A. 
J. Fitzgeraid, John Conley, Tom War- 
ren and Win Haynes. J. H. Daly and 
Frank Parker were machinists. G. H. 


Peterson, O. W. Renshaw, Roy Har- 
mon, Frank McConnell and W. C. 
Burge. 

Other employees of the Milwaukee 
working in 1897 were: Michael Mc- 
Keever, J. J. Enright, Frank Coolidge, 


Ed. A. Boyer, Charles M. Briggs, 
Frank Maynard, John Hasley, C. B. 


Coleman, L. C. Carroll, H. A. Saimp- 
son, Thomas A. Briggs, E. A. Sum- 
ner, Walter Mayo, Frank Penrose, R. 
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RAILROA 1D, Continued— 


D. MeMillan, E. L. Bradbury, Craig: J. 
Wilson, Frank Mayo, James McCor- 
mack, John V. Durgin, Emmett Went- 


worth, Oscar Merwin, Charles W. 
Walston and Thomas Helman. R. P. 


Edson was agent in 1897 with E. N, 
Radloff and M. C. Corbett assistants. 
Robert Hamilton had charge of the 
roundhouse, 


A Pioneer news item of November 
20, 1881, states “700 cars on track, 
yards full.” A January 138th, 1882 
item reads: “a trifle over $5000 per 
month is paid out to persons in the 
employ of the railway company.” 
Again on January 20, 1882: “The rail- 
road company is at present engaged in 
putting up a temporary roundhouse 
south of the tracks. The present 
house is altogether too small to ac- 
commodate the iron horses. The build- 
ing’ underway, we learn will be con- 
verted into machine shops after this 
winter.” A later Pioneer item dated 
-January 16, 1885: “Milwaukee pays 
$10,000 to $16,000 to employees at 
Sanborn every month”, and on April 
3, “four passenger trains daily.” 


Others who were railroading before 
the turin of the century were J. W. 
McGuire, J. J. Hurley, J. M. Kinney, 
G. A. Irving and John Smock, who rail- 
rouded a total of 46 years and whose 
son Paul has railroaded 52 years. This 
brings us to the twentieth century 
when many names have been added 
but space does not permit us to list. 

It was in August of 1985 that work- 
men began dismantling the roun/- 
house after 56 years of participating 
in the progress of transportation. The 
work of demolishing this old building 
was under the supervision of J. B. 
Moore, foreman of the Boone Wreck- 
ing Company of Boone, Ia. 


The History of the Chicago, Milwau- 
kee and St. Paul Railway published in 
1901 includes biographical sketches of 
many of the above mentioned early 
railroad men. The following biogra- 
phy of George W. Sanborn is quoted 
from this book: “George W. Sanborn 
(for whom our town was named) was 
in his day one of the most honored 
and faithful employes of the com- 
pany. Mr, Sanborn took up railroad 


life in 1854 on the old Milwaukee & 
Mississippi Railrcad (now the Chica- 
go, Milwaukee & St. Paul) as a brake- 
man in the freight service between 
Milwaukee and Janesville, Wiscons:n, 
which was then the only road in the 
state. 


After serving six months in_ the 
capacity of brakeman he was _ pro- 
moted to baggageman on a run _ be- 
tween Janesville and Milton. After 
one and one half years he was pyro- 
moted to conductor in the passenger 
service. In 1868 he was sent to Mil- 
waukee and promoted to assistant sup- 
erintendent of the Northern Division, 
and later assistant superintendent of 
the Jowa and Dakota division, with 
headquarters at Mason City, Iowa, for 
six years. He was then appointed 
superintendent of the division, also of 
the Sioux City division unt] 1888 when 
he was succeeded by F. D. Underwood. 


The birth of Mr. Sanborn occurred 
at Bath, in the state of New Hamp- 
shire on September 25, 1832, where his 
father, Martin L. Sanboin was a 
prominent farmer. My. Sanborn mavr- 
ried Miss E, E. Richards of Norton, 
Ohio. 

In conclusion of the history of the 
extension of the railroad into Sanborn, 
bringing prosperity to the country 
around, we can see that the gradual 
elimination of railroad facilities here 
meuns progress because fewer division 
points are required. | 

Long-time residents of Sanborn fecl 
proud of these early days when our 
little town played a big part in the in- 
vasion of the “iron horse”: in the mid- 
west, especially the fullowing descend- 
ants of these early railroad men: 

M. M. Burns—Mrs. Frank Johnson. 

Frank Parker—A. W. Parker. 

George N. MeCullow—Miss Zaidee 
McCullow. 

C. E. Foote—Mrs. Helen Ott, A. K. 
and George V. Foote, 

Charles Walston — Mrs. 
Stevens. 

J. H. Daly—Mrs. John Cravens. 

G. H. Kings—Mrs. A. V. Brady. 

R. D. MeMillan—A. W. McMillan. 

J. C. Wiley—Mrs. Earl Mayne. 

Thomas Joy¢e—Tom Joyce. 

G. A. Inving—Miss Dorothy Irving. 

John Smock—Miss Leah Smock. 
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On the Old I. & D. 


By H. D. BROWN, Author of the “Old Elkader Line” and “Beulah Land.” 


(We are indebted to Miss Leah Smock for the following story 
in thyme of the cld days of railroading on the division through 
here. It was among keepsakes of her father, Jchn Smock, who 
was a conductor on the I. & D. division.—Fd.) 

Away back in eighteen seventy-nine, I was a boy not yet twenty-one, 
I dropped into Sanborn, Iowa, before the big snow storms begun. 


It was sometime along in November, I don’t remember the date, 
I went to work in the depot, helping to check up the freight. 


The storms of the winter that year are remembered by some to this day, 
It began snowing aleng in October and scarcely let up until May. 

Fred Harmon was running the depot and Andy Devine worked the key, 
Ole Olson, I think, was yard-master then at Sanborn on the old I. & D. 


- 


‘Twas an awful winter to railroad, the snow lay thick on the ground, 

The yards were filled full of snow banks, ’twas a hard job getting around. 

Out on the main line the cuts were all full, 
up high, 


When you stood on the track and gazed at the top it seemed to reach up 


to the sky. 


~All kinds of snow plows were brought into use but they failed to keep the 


snow back, 


A sixty-mile gale would come out of the north and soon have it back on 


the track. 
John Hughes, John Burns and John Clancy were handling the engines, you see, 


They plowed up the snow east of Sanborn, you know, from the track of 


the old Il. & D. 


Pil never forget Frosty Olson, as he and I used to watch coal, 

Some of the boys will remember him yet, he was a jolly geod soul. 

We used to hang out in the old caboose while the wind just hammered 
the door ; 

As it shrieked and rattled the windows and drifted the snow more and more. 

“No coal four sale,” the company said, “for no matter how hard we strive 

We can’t get enough for the stoves hereabout but must keep the engines 
alive,” 

The people just begged us thu fuel and some got as mad as could be, 

"Twas no easy task to keep them away from the coal of the old I. & D. 


A third of a century has passed and gone, how I love to think of those days, 

Tommy Comfort was firing out on the west end and so was my old friend 
Bill Hayes. 

Geo, Bryant was breaking, Mike Burns had a train, and so did Scott Der- 
rick, too, | 

Tom Maxwell, Chas. Mathews and Ben Olson, these boys were each handling 
a crew, 

Ed Morand, Dell Chase and Lew Farnum, Clancy Coleman and I think 

: Tommy Lane, 


(Continued on next page) 


the men threw the snow way 
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ON THE-OLD I & D— 


(Continued from previous page) 


Tom Joyce, Gene Brainard and Frank Langhan were also handling a train. 
That same year, I believe, the life was snuffed out of my good friend, Jim Fee, 
It happened out there in the Shelden yard on the track of the old I. & Di 


Frosty Olson was then sent out with a train, he worked with all of his might, 

He looked o’er the way bills and checked up the freight to see that all was 
done right. 

His: train was made up and ready to go, I remember him humming a tune, 

How little we thought, as his train pulled out, that he’d be back, in so soon. 

They pulled out of Sanborn about ten p. m., now it may have been just a 
bit past, 

The boys on behind heard the whistle for brakes ane noticed they were 
running quite fast, 

Frosty climbed out on top and started ahead to see what the trouble could be. 

His body was picked up all mangled and bruised on the track of the old I. & D. 


Kid Mowder, Jack Durgin and Dave Blackwood are a few of the boys I recall, 
Yes, I Ten forgot old Tom Frazier, he was the grandpa of all. 

Bill Woodman was handling the throttle, Hank George had the best job by far, 
Mr. Sanborn was Superintendent and rode in his own private car. 

Ed Pennington was the Road Master. I remember him very well, too. 

I sang for him “Down Among the Daisies” before he was head of the Soo. 
Now boys please don’t feel offended if I’ve failed to make mention of tliee, 
But remember that thirty-one years have gone since I left the old I. & D. 


—From The Register and Argus, Elkader, Iowa, March 138, 1914, 


JURY, 187 
Work was begun last Wednesday on 


; j ‘ ; a y ne at wee s D i 

Paving was iaid on a large share of |° building between Schoel’s Drug 
rac ec d ee: store and Eldredg’s Grocery to be oc- 
Sanborn’s streets, the work starting cipled bin Prawbiige wa ta “bother 
in 1919 and completed the summer of] shop, 


Pauing Laid in 1979 


1920. East and west streetS were pav- 
ed and three north and cle ain 
street, the street from the Farmers 
Elevator north, and one at the east 
edge of town, from First to Fourth. 
The following year paving on Hiway 
18 through Sanborn was completed 
across the county. 


OCTOBER 21, 1887 
Wheeler & Flint will remodel the 
old Beacom house and utilize the up- 
per story as a hall. 
NOVEMBER 4, 1887 
T. T. Shaffner and J. C. Ludlow 
have been plastering and building new 
chimneys in the Beacom House. 
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Al Flew of the Bigger Storms Exmerienced 


This vicinity had 
storms and hardships which 
panied them. Nearly every winter 
snow block: d roads for awhile. Espec- 
lally deep snows came in the winters 
of the early 1880’s. On December 29, 
1882, a copy of the Sanborn Pioneer 
was printed on pieces of calico as the 
supply of newsprint did net arrive 
when trains could not get through. 

The blizzard of 1888 is remembered 
best as there were more fatalities. The 
storm came suddenly January 12, 
18388, without warning and the tein- 


their share of 


acconi- 


perature’ dropped rapidly to about 20 


below zero. One fatality was Caivin 
Hurd, a young boy who was cauzht 
on his way home from school and was 
frozen. The Beaccm family. whose 
home was on section 14, Floyd town- 
ship, teld that the day was so clear 
they could see Calvin riding along the 
county line road four miles west of 
their place, but soon after the storm 
Was raging and- he did not reach his 
home. Many others lost their lives 
over the county. 

The most disastrous storm to strike 
the tewn was the tornado on. June 5, 
1914. This started south of the depot, 
swept north along Main street then to 
the northeast wrecking and damaging’ 
business places and homes, tearing up 
trees and then into the country a 


ways, doing damage to some farm 
places. 
Business places wrecked included 


Alex Ameling garege, Huntting Ele- 
vator, Reliance Elevator, Crandail 
Hardware store, which had the J. D. 
Long photograph studio and __ living 
quarters above it, the postoffice. Roofs 
were blown off, plate glass windows 
broken by suction and other damage 
to the bank, the movie house next to 
the bank, Fovals Drug Store, Pioneer 
office, Dr. Horton office, Mies 
St-uck’s millinery shep, Hill & Elliott, 
harness shop, Consumers Lumber Co., 
livery stabie. 

Residences listed: M. W. Cuppett 
house and Chas Gleziers home de- 
molished, G. A. Healey, W. C. Wheat- 
on, A. R. West, Bovd Flint, Ernest 
Johnson, Chas. Barber, Al Moses, P. 


Jas. Dow, J. H. Daley, Mrs. Bert 
Heinsen, W. R. Powers. 
P. J. Dougherty lost his life, his 


body found on the ¢orner of Main and 
Third stret in the ditch and Bernard 
Damstra was kilied when the barn 
collapsed at the farm now the’ Ed 
Donke:sloot home. 


Farm building's on the Bert Watson 
place, J. W. Fink and Ross Fink places 
nearby also the Ed Dagel and D. M. 
Norton farms were wrecked.| The 
Ross Fink family were caught without 
warning and badly injured. "All the 
building's on their piace were blown to 
pieces and scattered. 

The city water tower in the park 
was wrecked and telephone and elec- 
tric wires down. These lines” which 
were on Main street were replaced in 
the alleys so there were no poles on 
Main street after that. 

The year 1986 was exceptional for 
the amount of snow which fell and the 
continued coid. The first big blizzard 
was on February 8, 1936, although 
some snow had fallen before. 
teen and one-half inches fell in Janu- 

» in February. Beginning’ 


Six- 


aly and 32 
January 18 there were 35 consecutive 
days of zero weather, 5 days, January 
23 to 27, it was below zero night and 
diy. For 42 days after January 11 
the temperature was below freezing. 
Autos were left in garages and neces- 
sary traveling was done in bobsleds 
or on foot. Farmers walked to town 
on top of hard packed snow for groc- 
eries and mail. 

The largest snowfail recorded here 
was in 1945 when snow began falling 
Friday night, December 21, and con- 
tinued through Chirstmas day. A 
total of 26% inches fell and 20 inches 
of this was in one 24-hour period 
from 7:00 o’clock Monday evening un- 
til Christmas evening. 

A tornedo July 10, 1940, wrecked 
large barns on the Fred Britton and 
Harry Porth farms, damaged build- 
ings on the Chas. Frohwein, Kenneth 
Tifft, Harm Harberts, Howard Dean 
farms and did damage on other places, 
tore up trees, broke windows and took 
down many telephone and electric 


Velie, W. P. Luke, H. A. Underhill,! wires. 
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Yiew at corner of Main street by lumber yard and Third street looking 
east, showing wreckage after tornado June 5, 1914 
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STORMS, Continued— 

On Armistice Day, November 11, 
1940, a freak storm started following: 
a period of mild weather. A wet snow 
continued getting colder with a hard 
wind. Much farm livestock was 
caught out in fields and drifted ahead 


of the wind. Hogs, chickens and some 


cittle were frozen, also wild) game. 
Soft snow filled their nostrils and 
mouth and froze, smothering them. 


Many trees were also killed, the rea- 
scn, we were told, they were caught 
with sap in the trunk end branches. 


UW. §. Weather Oluewatiou Station 


In Sanborn is located an official U. 
S. eather observation station thanks to 
the continued service of Miss Susie 
Dow and her father, James Dow, also 
Father L. J. Cooper who started the 
work in 1914. 

Jas. Dow became interested in the 
work by assisting Father Coopex at 
times and in 1916 took over the sta- 
ticn. Miss Dow assisted her father 
and assumed the duties May 2, 1926. 
Two years ago she was awarded a 
brenze pin from the Department of 


East side of Main street between First 


Commerce denoting 20 years of ser- 
vice. (Buttons are made for even de- 
cades only). 

The weather observations here in- 
clude measuring precipitation, temper- 
ature, also weather conditions such as 
cloudiness, wind, etc. 

Cooperative weather observers re- 
ceive no pay for recording the weath- 
ey conditions and sending the veports 
which are of unestimable value to the 
government depsrtment and in many 
ways to the country. 
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Snow drifted roads in 1936. These pictures were 
east of Sanborn on Highway 18. 
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Farmers who had old sleighs got them out. 
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Santorwm Has a Good Girne Department 


_ Sanborn has a good Volunteer Fire 
Department which has been so effi- 
cient there have been few disastrous 
fires in recent years. Modern equin- 
ment and training has helped a great 
deal. 

Although the first official record in 
possession of the department are the 
minutes of the meeting January 4, 
1892 when their constitution and by- 
laws were adopted, an item jin the 
Pioneer April 8, 1885 states: “San- 


After fire razed five store buildings on west 


born Fire Department. Forty mem- 
bers enrolled. Have first class city 
uniforms, a fire engine and_ well 
equipped for sudden’ emergencies. 
Headquarters of the fire department 
located in basement City Hall, corner 
Second and O’Brien streets.” 

Members of the department in 1890 
were given as: W. Walker, Chas. 
Ayers, Geo, Rising, J. W. Francis, E. 
A. Mayne, Robt. Heinsen, R. K. Tifft, 
H. Gibbs, W. H. Van Alstine. 


Officers Jan. 4, 1892 were: J. W. 
Francis, foreman; R. H. Heinsen, first 
assistant foreman; R. K. Tifft, sec- 
¢nd assistant; John Quilleash, first 
pipeman; A. H. Cole, second pipeman; 
Ed Mayne and C. F. Flint, pipemcn; 
J. H. Wilileox. ladder truck and see- 
retary; Ed Mayne, treasurer; Wm. 
Bostun and H. Gibbs, linemen. 

Their minutes record the fire calls 
answered; some of the biggest fives 


were: “Febiuary 11, 1914—3:30.a. m., 
started in Pantatozium. Burned five 
buildings (where now are Chuck’s 
Grecery, south including Sanborn Sav- 
ings Bank). Sheldon F. D. came but 
cculdn’t help for lack of water. Weath- 
er about 10 below. zero.” 

“Nov. 28, 1914—Lute afternoon at 
Earl Conway home (now Carl Kleve 
home on East Second street). Baby 
and mother killed.” 


“Sept. 6, 1920—4:15 a. m. fire in 


THI 


am ; we 


side of Main 
street from Third street. south. February 11, 1914 


Pitts Meat Market. Destvoyed market 
and H. Dingel Pool Hall” (on site of 
present pool hall). 

“July 24, 1922—2:15 a. m. Phoenix 
Hotel burned.” . 

“Dec. 8, 1922—11. a. m. started in 
Tripp Grocery; took 3-building block 
on corner Second and Main. Businesses 
burned: Tripp Grocery and Trip resi- 
dence, Wiltfang Cafe and Wiltfang 
residence, Korst Hardware, I. 0. 0. F. 
Hall.” 

“Sept. 2, 1918-—Milwaukee Road ice 
house” (at site of Prince Electric & 
Propane Gas bulk station), 

Another ice house was built (where 
Cornco Inc. now stands) and it burned 
the morning of July 16, 1952. 

“Jan. 16, 1928—Geo. Andringa Gar- 
age destroyed (also known at Telkamp 
Hall). 

“June 27, 1931—Helped fight fire 
at Spencer, lowa for four hours.” 
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FIRE DEPT., Continued— 

“Febr. 24, 1984—Hclped at fire in 
Sheldon, Iowa five hours,” 

“Febr. 16, 1939 
3 miles north and 
Sanborn.” 

“Jan, 28, 1948—Over Liquor Store” 

“Feb. 18, 1949—Legion Hell.” 

A good fire truck carrying 
ladder and booster pump was 
chased in 1928, 

In 1940 the Farmers Mutual Insur- 
ance Association of O’Brien County 
purchased trucks for ruvel five fight- 
ing, equipped with a 450-g21. water 
tank, hose, spray nozzle and ledders. 
One of these is housed, eared for and 
manned by. the Senborn Fire Com- 
pany. The two trucks are kept on the 
first floor of the Town Hall which is 
still at the corner of Second and 
O’Brien streets. 

The men are well trained and use 
their equipment effectively. Thay meet 
ence a month, have prectises and at- 
tend training schools. They are part 
of a county oiganization to help each 
other improve the service. 

Present members are: Leo Ander- 
sen, chief; John Mulder, Ed Moses, 
John Jehue, Guy Bolan, Roy Tifft, 
Louis Smith, Gene Watters, Vernon 
Bogard, Herman Ver Hoef, Ben Prew 
and Ed Whalen. 

During recent repair and cleaning 
at the fire heuse, an electric light 
bulb was broken and the men told that 
that bulb was one that had been in 
use over 30 years and had never been 
turned off in all that time. It was off 
during power failures but had never 
becn turned off. It was an old fash- 
ioned clear glass carbon filament bulb. 

Ernest Zaedow was chief of the fire 
company for 28 years, from 1924 to) 
1952, when he retired on account of 
ill health. At that time he was made 
an honorary fireman in recognition of 
his long’ service. He passed away 
April 3, 1958. He was given a medal 
by the O’Brien Coanty Firemen’s As- 
sociation after his retirement. He had 
the longest record as fire chief of 
enyone in the county and is probably 
an outstanding one for volunteer com- 
panies in the state and nation. Under 
his leadership the local company dic 
some excellent work and progressed 


Noiton farmhouse, 
% mile west of 


hose, 
pur- 


lwere at. work on the frame. 


in the improvement of their methods 
and equipment. 


The Glour Mill 


Sanborn boasted a fine flour mill 
at one time, located, we are told, just 
east of the George Mayhnak residence. 

The June 17, 1887 Sanborn Pionee: 
states that the foundation for the mill 
was completed and. Moody & Austin 


Nov. 25, 1887—“The S:nborn Flour- 
ing mill is getting down to business— 
and is now turning out excellent 
flour.” j ' 

The mill later burned at the same 
time, it is believed, that the first elec- 
tric light plant, which stood near it. 


E. M. Brady Sr., Sanborn’s firs€ 
hardware dealer and first Mayor. 


ae ee ne Oe et 


JULY 29, 1887 
Quite a gang of men drrived front 
Spencer Wednesday morning to help 
dig the trench for the water pipe. 


ea» O68 


SEPTEMBER 30, 1887 


Mr. Hamilton, foreman of the 
round house has moved his family 


here from Mason City. 
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Santom Organizations — 


JAMES P. MARTIN 
RELIEF CORPS 


Kenyon Post pat 


of Grand Army of 


the Republic was organized June ay 
1884, with forty charter. members. In 


1912 there were stil! nine G. A. mem- 
bers. 

As an auxiliary to G. A. R. post the 
Woman’s Relief Corps was Organized 
November 3rd, 1843, known as Ken- 
yon Relief Corps No. 271. The first 
president was Mrs. J. F. Kerberg ane 
first Secretary was Mary A. Colman. 


Monument to Civil War soldiers 
erected in the park by W. R. C, 


There were twenty-two 
members and at one time the mempber- 
ship increased to 150, 

Due to a fire in the building where 
the various lodges and organizations 
held their mectings the first records 
were lost, but some information has 
been secured from a few remaining 
members of Kenyon Corps, 

Kenyon Relief Corps erected the 
lovely monument in the park which 
has the members of Civil War veter- 
ans inscribed upon it. A speakers 
stand was also built in the park by 
the Corps where patriotic programs 


charter 


we:e held and many p:om‘nent spexk- 
ers spoke at the many programs put 
on by the organization. This was 
later torn down end replaced by the 
present band stand. 

After the first World War the 
American Legion was organized. The 
Corps presented the Legion with new 
flags at a banquet held for members 
and their wives. 

In liter years because of lack of in- 
terest and loss of mcmbers the Ken- 
yon Corps disbanded in 1932. 

On March 28, 1939, a new corps 
wes organized at the home of one of 
the former members of Kenyon Corps, 
Mis. Edith Gallup. Two district offi- 


cers, Jennie Joy, and Lillian Long of 
Spencer helped organize our present 
corps, 


We had thirty-one charter members 
and named our Corps James P. Mai- 
tin Relief Corps No. 271 after the on- 
ly surviving G. A. R. veteran in the 
county at that time. He now has 
passed away. 

We have had the following presi- 
lents since 19389: Gretta Protextoar, 
Beulah Tifft, Alice Dick, Margaret 
Getting, Anne Jenison, Lelah Dum- 
mett, and Gwen Mayhak is now presi- 
dent. 

In former years the Relief Corps 
took charge of the Decoration Day 
programs and now every year the 
corps places flags and flowers on the 


graves of thirty-one Civil War vet- 
syans, one -Mexicen War veteran, 
David Chrisman, and Charles Stan- 


field, Spanish- American War veteran. 
We nist take pert in the Memorial 
day services, see to it that the large 
flag the corps purchased for the ceme- 
tery is up on Memorial day. ; 

At the present time, August, 1952, 
there are twenty-five members in 
James P. Martin Corps. Our meetings 
are held the first Friday of each 
month at the home of some member. 
At the present we are. meeting in the 
home of Alice Dick. 


a 


We take part in most of the pro- 
jects sureested by our department 


send gifts and cockies to 
hospitals and send gifts o* 
the ¢ehildren’s home at 


president, 
veterans’ 
money to 
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ORGANIZATIONS, Continued— 
Christmas time, 

Our corps assists in the homes of 
members in case of illness ov death. 


We remember oar shut-ins with 
Christmas bexes, 

At each meeting a report of the 
following is taken: hours of service, 


flowers given, relicf calls, cards sent, 
telephone calls. These reports along 
with others are sent to our state de- 
partment. James P. Martin Corps 
does many worth while things in the 
community and for our veterans. 

The following are members at pres- 
ent time: Ruby Dummett, Sarah Bra- 
han, Mary Blahauvietz, Lura_ Chris- 
man, Elizabeth Endorf, Martha John- 
son, Edna Miller, Maude Van _Kley, 
Rese Chfford, Maye Leemkuil, Anna 
Heinsen, Gladys Warnke, Sophia Tifft, 
Edith Gallup, Margaret Getting, Mar- 
tha Scott, Bertha McCollam, Gwen 
Mayhak, Anne Jenison, Alice Dick, 
Beulah Tifft, Lelah Dummett, Myrtie 
Marsden, Ida Wolthuizen. 

* + * 


MASONIC LODGE 


One of the early Masonic Halls was 
on the east side of the street above 
the Brady Hardware and Clark & 


Green General Store. Later they mov- 
ed to the west side of the street. above 
the present location of Liquor Store. 

The present Masonic Temple was 
planned and built in 1925-1926, on the 
corner lots of Main and Third streets. 
The committee in charge was Messrs. 
F, Huilbut, R. C. Sawyer, J. H. Daly, 
A. V. Brady, and E. Mayne with Bert 
Watson, Mastor of the Lodge as chair- 
man, 


The new Temple was dedicated Oc- 


tcber 8, 1926 with a banquet and ded- 
icatory program. 

The 1953 officers are: Clarence Get- 
ting, W.M.; Leslie Bonderman, S.W.; 
Garrit Roelofs, J.W.; J. W. Cravens, 


Treas.; A. W. Parker, See’y.; Daryle 
Getting, S.D.; Max Whittlesey, J.D.; 
H. Long, 8.S.; Lloyd Getting, J.S.; D. 
M. Norton, Chaplain; R. H. Penning, 
Tyler. 

Onyx Lodge U.D. held their first 
mesting Nov, 2, 1881. The Charter 
members were: D, R. Phelps, T. D. 
White, P. Miller, J..A. Stocum, C. E. 
Focte, E. M. Brady, A. G. Willits, Cal. 
Bradstreet, H. D. Chapin, M. S. Skin- 
ner, Ira: Brashears, J. E. Drake,  P. 
Velie, F. Teabout, N. L. Peck, A. F. 
Bates, Josiah Whorral, Harley Day, 
J. H. Douglass, E. T. Parker. 


the Lodge after its organization were: 
Harley Day, W.M.; J. H. Dougiass, 
Sew 3B. Lb. Parker J.We KR Ms Biady 
Pens, ¢ a Ge Wailites weet yas, a Bs 
Foote, S.D.; Cal Bradstreet, J.D.; T. 
D. White, Tyler; Ira Brashear, Chap- 
laine <P. Velie 8.8.5.0, 08> Brake cS. 

The Charter for Onyx Lodge No. 
419 A.F. & A.M. is dated June 8, 1882. 

* 


* * 


ORDER OF EASTERN STAR 

Coral Chapter No. 41, Order of 
Eastern Star, of Iowa was chartered 
January 25, 1882. The first meeting 
wis held on the second floor of the 
old Pioneer building cn the west side 
of Main street. (Rooms were later 
used by J. D. Long as photo gallery 
and the building’ burned in early wir- 
tex of .1914.) 

The Charter Members were: Harley 
Day, Margaret Day, Jennie Perry, 
Geo. H. Olmstead, Julia Olmstead, 
Wm. H. Skinner, Julia Skinner, A. G. 
Willits, Cora E. Will-ts, E. M. Brady, 
Clara Brady, Pete Miller, Eunice 
Woodman, Hattie Bioadst:ect, Lillian 
Drake, Anna Velie, Angie Valleau, 
Ella Skinner, Charlotte Puffer, E. T. 
Parker. 

The first officers elected were: 
Worthy Matron, Jennie Perry; Wor- 
thy Patron, Harley Day; Asst. Matron 
Julia Olmstead; Secretary, Cora Wil- 
letts; Treasurer, Mrs. H. Day; Con- 
ductress, Lillian Drake; Asst, Conduc- 
tress, Ella Bowditch. 

Coral Chapter has 
members living: Mrs. Edith Killam, 
Mrs. Pauline Seufferlein, Mrs. Mar- 
garet Wiley and Miss Eva Brady. 

The 1953 officers are: Worthy Mat- 
ron Leah Smock; Worthy Patron Wes- 


four 50-year 


The first officers appointed to serve 
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Dr. J. M. Eason Dr. M. J. Shanahan 
Dental Surgeon DDS. 

A practicing dentist in Sanborn Dentist in Sanborn since 
since February 11, 1915 October, 1928 


DRS. MARIS & SWEENEY 


C., MARIS | L. J. SWEENEY 
Received M. D. degree at Received M. D. degree at 
state University of Iowa State University of Iowa 

June 1927. in 1942, 
Practicing in Sanborn since Came to Sanborn 

June, 1929. September 1947 


Dr. Robert Scholten Hubert H. Schultz 


Veterinarian | 
i Lawyer 
Received D.V.M. degree at 
Towa State College Continuous Legal Service 
1952 
To Sanborn Since 
Located in Sanborn | 1937 


June 1952 
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ORGANIZATIONS, Continued— 

ley Taylor; Ruchita Matron Mild:ed 
Taylor; Asst. Patron Chas, scace; 
secretary Elbie Watson; Treasurer, 
Louise Scace; Conductress Annette 
Bonderman; Asst. Conducti‘ess Mer- 
garet Cravens. 
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AMERICAN LEGION 

The lonley fo organize Conway 
Post No. American Legicn, was 
held at Ke Bene Library on Monday 
evening, December 21, 1919, pursuant 
to the notice published the previous 
week. Twenty-two members were 
present when the meeting was called 


honor to himself 


A. W, Parker, L. A. McDonald, B. GC, 
Guse, A. L. eae he): Tifft, Rol- 
iin McDonald, George R.- Kings and 
Lawrefce L. Flint The Charter -is 
dated October 15, 1920, 

The name Conway Post wes selected 
in honor of Earl Tho:nton Conway, 
Hidqts. Co., 168th Regt. Ia. Inf., who 
was killed at: Argonne Forest Oct. 14, 
1918. Earl was among the first volun- 
teecis from Sanborn and served with 
and his organization. 

Conway Post held their meetings 2 
Various places and it was not until in 
March 1946 that the need for a Legion 
Home was brought up. A committee 
Was appointed und tceok immediate ue- 


American Legion Hall, erected in 1947 


to order and the following officrs were 
elected: Donald E. Stevens, Pest Com- 
mander; Lawrence E. Boland, Vice 
nab i gearnue C. B. Rentz, Post Adju- 
ant; John W. Cravens, Finance Offi- 
cer; ‘Phae. Brundage, Historian; A. L. 
Beverly, Chaplain; Finance Commit- 
tee: A. W. Parker, chairman, Henry 
Melvin, W. H. DeGo: yer; Commitice | 
on By-Lows, Chas. Brundage, 
Foley, Lester Eaton. 
members on the roll. 
~The request for a Charter sent to 
Des Moines contained the following 
names, and was granied December 12, 
1919: C, B. Rentz, D. E. Stevens, John 
W, Cravens, FE. W. Mayne, R. I. Col- 
vin, Charles Brundage, L. O.° Eaton, 


John : : 
There were 37/ building is progressing’ very well, Roof 


tion. In May 1946 the building plans 
were submitted at an estimated cost 
of $5,000, the building to be 60 ft. lone 
and 40 ft. wide. The Legion obtained 
a lease for the Ict north of the Depot. 
The Pioneer of Nov. 21, 1946 states 
that “Work started this week on the 
Legion Hall. The building will face 
west ” 
May 29, 1947: “Work on the Legion 


is on and within the next week the 
asbestos siding’ will be put on.” 
Sept. 4, 1947 speaks of the building 
to be ready for use the following week. 
On Sunday a. m., Febr. 3, 1949 the 
Legion Hall was “aa iged is fire but’ 
has been repaired and is the meeting’ 
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CHUCK’S GROCERY 
STAPLE GROCERIES AND MEATS e, 
Willis V. Oostenbrug 


Came to Sanborn June, 1946, as manager of Lefkow Grocery. 
Owner and operator of the grocery at the corner of Main ane 


Third streets since February, 1948 


SANBORN TELEPHONE COMPANY 


FOUNDED IN 1899 BY THE LATE WM. H. BARKER 


Our aim is prompt and efficient local and long distance service 


Wm. E. Barker, Manager 
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FOOD CENTER 
GROCERIES — MEATS — LOCKERS 
Bert Kuiper, Owner 
THANK YOU. FOR YOUR PATRONAGE 
SINCE NOV. 1, 1945 
Look for us on the east side of Main 
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FARMERS CO-OP. SERVICE STATION 


A FARMERS CO-OPERATIVE OIL CO, 
FOR 23 YEARS 


AUTO SERVICING BATTERY SERVICE 
GOODYERAR and CO-OP TIRES | AUTO ACCESSORIES 
TANK WAGON SERVICE 
Don Faas, Mer. Joe Wolthuizen 
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ORGANIZATIONS, Centinued— ODD FELLOWS 
place for all Legionaires and Auxil- An Odd Fellows Lodge was _ insti- 
iziry membe:s. —_. tuted in Sanbo:n in 1881. Their char- 


The present officers are: Comiman-|ter was dated December 29, 1881, and 
der, Cavl Postma; Vice Commander|names on it are: H. D. Chapin, C 


ie 


Dr. L. J. Sweeney; Adjutant Bernard] Tifft, R. M. Boyd, Frank A. Turner, 
Foley; Finance Officer Ellis Miller;|J. W. Clancy, Cal Broadstreet, E.R. 
Chaplzin Wm. Haht; Service Officer; Wood, W. C. Green, Geo. W. Schee, H. 


Conrad Prins. Algyer, Jno. R. Pumphrey, J. W. Ro- | 
* x * berts, Wm. Powell, A. H. Roden, L. D. 


age : : Thomas; W,. He Skinner, ‘T.)\D. Wiite, 
AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY They met in a hall above “Dr. 
The American Legion Auxilinvy|Smith’s drug store’ on the west side 
to Conway Post No. 318 was ovgin-lof Main street in the second — bleck 
ized at the home cf Mrs. Cora Bead-|north where the Masonic lodge also 
ley on Wednesday, June 16, 1920. Ninc}met. Later they were mcet ng in an 
ladies were present. i 
Officers elected were Mrs. GG. H. 
Kings, president; Mrs. Cora Bradley, 
vice president; Mrs. W. B. Cantru!] 
secretary; Mis. Martha Kings Eason 
treasurer. 


street at the site of their present heli. 
A fire December 8, 1922 destroyed 
this building and in 1925 they had 
the buildine erected which is now used 
as their meeting place and aiso the 
Rebekuh lodge. 
Present officers ave: N. G. Merle 
Mulder: \V. G., Spencer steece; ‘sec., 
Lawienes Sullivan;  treas., | Verne 
Dummett; warden; Leslie Leemkull; 
eon luctor, Ellis Miller; imside guard, 
Victor Biese’; outside guard, Wilbu: 
Merriam; R.S.N.G., Bert’ Merriam; 


Although the Auxiliary was organ- 
izexl in 1920, the Charter is dated 
Aug. 3, 1922. Officers elected for the 
year 1922 were: Mrs. Mzyme Parker, 
pres.; Mrs. Bird Boyd, vice . pres.; 
Maye Leemkuil, see’y.; Mertha Rad- 
loff, treas.; Vangie McDonali, histor- 
ian; Minnie Hcffman, chaplein; Viclet 
Myers, musiciin. Meetines were hel: 
on the seeond floor cf the Ellis & 
Ellis building at this time. 

Due to the fact that the Charter 
was left open for this pe iod of time 
there ave 69 nemes on the ch=rter. 


Guy Miller; L.S.V.G., Donald Irving; 
chaplain, Geo. Mayhak. 
ok * * ‘ 
REBEKAH LODGE 
The Rebekah lodge, auxiliary of the 
Odd Fellows, was crganized here in 
13896, their charter dated October 21. 


The Auxiliary has been very active 
in civic and psetrictic work. One of 
their man projects is Rehabiltation| It was named Mary Tifft Rebekzh :f- 
work, ter the wife of 2 member, Claudius 

Poppy Day is observed each year | Tifft. 
znd they assist with Memorial Day| Charter members are: J. A. Willcox, 
exercises. W. FE. Willcox, Hemzun Gibbs, Katie 

They send the Pioneer to each San-|Gibbs, Thos. Farnswoith, Dora Farns- 


borin boy in the service. worth, W. P. Finley. Louise Finley, - 
¥ ) E 


Meetings. ure held each month.| W. R. Powers, Eugenie Powers, Ii. R. 
There are 76 members in 19538. Wood, Mary Wood, D. Larson, Mrs. 

Officers foy 1953 ave: President,| Bebe Larson, D. Moody, E. M. Mocdy, 
Darlene Berlin; first vice, Tressa]N. E. Carrell, Mary Carrell, N. DD; 
Flicknes; second vice, Pearl Epping;|Chapin, Gertie Chxpin, J. F. Kerberg, 
seerctary Betty Foley; treasu:er,|Geo. Hakeman, C. Tifft, Merie Roden, 
Clara Guse; chaplain, Sophia Tifft;|. L McCormick, Jennic¢ Meier, Mrs. 
historian, Ida Olson. sergeant-at-)A. J. Algyer, Alviva Davison, Mary 
arms, Mary Oostenbrug. A. Ring, Mrs. A. Schoal, Mrs. Eugenie 

Sanborn’s unit has three County|Powers is still a resident of Senborn. 
officers this year: Ccunty President,}| They have continued an active or- 
Darlene Berlin; County Seerctary,|ganization all the years and assisted 
Alma Donkersloot; County Treasuver,|in the upkcep of the hall and othe’ 
Nellie Parker. duties. Their present officers are: 


upstairs hall on the east side of Main ~ 


i ONG. Glenn Dummett; \R.S.V:G.,-- 
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PIKE CAFE 
ON HIWAY 18 BOONE’S 


Since February 1953 | 
MEALS - LUNCHES BARBER SHOP 


COLD DRINKS Lovated on East side of Main street 


Formerly in the Blue Room since 1946 


from May 1950 


Ed. Boone, Prop. 


fr. and Mrs. J. M. Hokel 


BOONE’S if 
WEINKE JEWELRY 


WATCH REPAIRING 


PHILLIPS SERVICE 


AUTO SERVICE, GAS STATION 


ON HIWAY 18 and 
JEWELER 
Have served ee motoring public Soehepen me 
since 1937 
Charles Boone Ed. Weinke 


SANDERS MOTEL 


Located 4% mile east of Sanborn at Junction of Hiways 18 and 59 


Operating since October 1951 
Mr. and Mrs. Dick Sanders - 
ee nec en et RRR ERS Oo MRT Sn ee a 9 ee ta 


PRINCESS THEATRE 


Owned and operated by Dr. J. S. Sanders and family 
since 1929 


SANDERS MARKET and LOCKERS 
GROCERIES — MEATS — FROZEN FOOD LOCKERS 
Now assisted by 
DICK SANDERS MYRNA ROBINSON JOHN DE GOOYER 


Dr. J. S. Sanders, Owner since 1936 
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ORGANIZATIONS, Continued— - 
N. G., Dorothy Sullivan; V. Cr Le 


Chrisman; sec., Minnie Roelofs; — fi- 
nance sec., Lela Dummett; treas., 
Alice Dick; warden, Mary: Mulder; 
conductress, Gladys Warnke; flag 
bearer, Alice Baker; chaplain, Etta 
Knowlton; R.S.N.G. Edith Gallup; 


L.S.N.G., Ann Storm; R.S.V.G. Marvel 
Anderson; L.S.V.G., Elizabeth Storm; 
musician, Gladys Dummett; outside 
guard, Bertha McCollam; inside guard 
Martena Merriam. 
# * * 
MODERN WOODMAN 
Modern Woodman of America start- 


PEM, Be 


Modern Woodman Parade on 


Zimmerman, Theo. Zimmerman, M. C. 
Cutting, Emma Cutting, D. J. Wells, 
Ellen A. Wells, Nellie C. McGrath, 
Tacy A. Roberts, Sarah F. Crippen, 
Hattie Ramsey, Eliza MeGrath, Carvie 
M. Burns, Rose C. Foley, Mary Ella 
Spellisy. 

Mrs. Pauline Seufferlein stil) lives 
in Sanborn theugh not a member any- 
more. 

Present officers are: Oracle, Clara 
Guse; vice oracle, Bernice DeVoll; 
past oracle, Leona Krueger; chancel- 
lor, Goldie Whalen; recorder, Nelle 
mar- 
ass’t. marshall, 


Foley; receiver, Anne Bohan; 
shall, Mable Block; 


Main street — 1897 


ed an organization here sometime in]Gretta Protextor; inner sentinel, Maye 


the 1890s. They were quite active fcr 
some time and were hosts at a con- 
vention in 1897, Although they have 
some policy holders here they do not 


hold meetings. 
# * * 


“ROYAL NEIGHBORS 

Their auxiliary lodge, Royal Neigh- 
bors of America, started Golden 
Sheaf Camp here with a charter dated 
February 1, 1901, Names on the char- 
ter were; Clara -Magee, Eliza  H, 
Magee, Fannie Telkamp, Allie Shirk, 
Josephine L. Solon, Ella Jackson, 
Lenna Coleman, Maggie Cantrall, 
Mary Ann McDonald, Margaret 
Sweeney, Pauline Seufferlein, Sarah 
G. Berry, Dr. R. A. Cushman, Lou E. 


Leemkuil; outer sentinel, Alice Wilson. 
* * * 


LIONS CLUB 


A club of Lions International was 
organized here the charter being ¢los- 
ed January 2, 1952, the date of their 
first official meeting. The Paullina 
Lions Club sponsored the Sanborn 
group. 

First officers were: Bert Kuiper, 
pres.; James Cravens, sec.-treas.; R. 
L. Gowen, first vice pres.; C.. W. 
Scoles, second vice pres.; J. M. Burns, 
third vice pres.; B. Prew, lion tamer; 
Torry Muro, tail twister, and direc- 
tors, Gerrit Prince, L. J. Sweeney and 
Albert Block. 

During the short time they have 
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Prins Insurance Agency 
INSURANCE — FARM LOANS ~—. REAL ESTATE 
DE KALB HYBRID CORN & CHICKS 

TAX SERVICE ‘ 
In business in Sanborn since 1984 
New building at corner of Main and Third streets in 1941 


John Prins — Gonrad Prins 


Sanborn Municipal Electric 
Plant 


Supplying Sanborn with electric light and power 


since July 1, 1947 


Ben Prew, Supt. Judy Olson, Bookkeeper 


ROBERT MULDER RUSSELL RADLOFF 
WM. ELGERSMA ROBERT HILSABECK 


TRUSTEES: Dr. J. M. Eason, A. G. Baldwin, E,W. Mayne 
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ORGANIZATIONS, Continued— 
been organized they have been very 
active and have taken a leading part 
or helped substantially in every civie 
enterprize. Some of their outstanding 
activities are the midget baseball 
league, which, they sponsored the sum- 
mer of 1952, helped with the 1953 
summer recreation program and help- 
ed buy some uniforms for the local 
Girl Scouts and have taken the lead in 
preparations for tne Diamond Jubilee 
celebration. 

The officers now are: Pres., Ben 
Prew; sec. W. E: Barker; treas., Jas. 
Cravens; first vice pres., Harry EI- 
lett; second vice pres., Neil Beyer; 
directors, Willis Petrich, Kenneth Er- 
win, W. V. Oostenbrug, C. W. Scoles, 
L. T. Hickey, Max Whittlesey. 


a 4c *” 
TWENTIETH CENTURY CLUB 


The Twentieth Century Club was 
O:vanized at the home of Mrs. Edith 
Walker Burns October 7, 1896 with 
~15 members present. ‘The organization 
was made possible through the efforts 
of Mrs. Burns, Miss Etna McMillen 
(later Mrs. G, W. McFarland) and 
Miss Edna Green (later Mrs. J. A. 
Johnson). At the time of its organ- 
ization the following officers were 
elected to serve: President, Mis. Edita 
Walker Burns; Vice President, Mrs. 
Gertrude Green Peck; Secretsry, Mrs. 
Harriet Horton; Treasurer, Miss Etna 
McMillen. Their membership at that 
MeMillen. 

Their membership at that time bore 

the names of: Edith Burns, Edna 
Green, Dora Wilbur, Ida _ Linden 
Green, Etna McMillen, Gerty Peck, 
Nettie Conkey Daly, Mame Johnson, 
Harriet Horton, Jennie Velie, Myrtelle 
Gunsel, Emma Boyack Edington, Mrs. 
Clif Langley, Mrs. Robert Lee, Mrs. 
Aibert Leckwood. 
- The next year to complete — their 
number they added to the original 
membership the names of Erma Boyd, 
Neva Boyd, Minerve Snider, Maude 
Algyer, Alida Mayo, Josie Solon, Han- 
na Johnson, Zaidee McCullow, Veda 
Button Peck, Martha Kissler and 
Clara McMillen for during the first 
year the membership had changed by 
removal from the city and these ladies 
were selected to take their places. 


Christmas tree 


a 


The Twentieth Century Club_ is. 


the oldest Federated Club in the coun- 
ty and has to its credit the establish- 
ment of the Sanborn Publie Library, 
which they in the early years of its 
life had under thei: charge for two 
years or until they turned it over to 


the Tow nof Sanborn for a_ Public 
Library. 
The club has a Scholarship and 


Loan Fund to aid worthy pupils in 
furthering their education. Many San- 
born young people have taken advant- 
age of this. 

Each year the Club makes a $2.50 
award to the Junior student who has 


the highest English grade and the 
Eighth grade student who has | the 


highest grade in American History. 

The Club will soon celebrate its 57th 
anniversary. 

The present officers are: President, 
Lila Barker; Vice Pres‘dent, Ruth 
Baldwin; 2nd Vice President, Verda 
Saupe; Secretary and Reporter, Hazel 
Porth; Treasurer, Beulah Tifft. 

* * * 
MILWAUKEE RAILROAD 
WOMEN’S CLUB 


The Milwaukee Railroad Women’s 
Club of Sanborn was organized April 
2, 1925, in the home of Mrs. M. M. 
Burns. Following are the first offi- 
cers of the club: 

TY CHEE E We. Uieaiis Mrs. M. M. Burns 
First Vice-President ..Mrs. H. Kissler 
Second Vice-Pres. ..Mrs. J. C. Wiley 
ECT CY To 8 Go ae Mrs. A. K. Foote 
Treasurer 

The first President General, Mrs. 
Lydia T. Byram visited our club in 
October of 1926. On May 15th, 1935, 
a special program was held in which 
a tree was planted in memory of Mrs. 
Byram in the park named for her. 
This park was located where the new 
Creamery building now stands.- 

Other outstanding activities include 
the sponsoring of the first community 
project with Santa 
Claus and eandy for the children; an- 
nual Labor Day picnics; welfare to the 
needy members; gocd cheer to the 
sick; funeral dinners; Christmas par- 
ties or treats for children of all rail- 
road workers’ families; and 4th of Ju- 
ly picnics. 

Mrs. Edith Burns was on the Gener- 
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HARTOG ELEVATOR 
Grain - Feed - Seed - Salt - Twine 
CUSTOM FEED MIXING AND HAULING 
Garriet Hartog Cornie Hartog 


Have becn operating the Elevator in Sanborn since 


October 1939 


WATSON FURNITURE STORE | 
HOME FURNISHINGS FUNERAL DIRECTOR 


Furniture Store since Funeral Director since 
December, 1929 May, 1929 


Albert Watson — Emma Watson 


Sanborn Coop. Grain Co. 
The Home of FEILCO FEEDS 


The Feed Made By Farmers For Farmers. 


Alsc Complete Line Of 


Building Materials - Seeds - Feeds - Fertilizers 
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ORGANIZATIONS, Continued— 
ai Governing Board for a time. 

The 1953 officers are as follows: 
President .. ....Mis. Mary Guse 
Ist Vice-Pres. - Mrs. Burdette Wright 
2nd Vice-Pres, - Mis. W. D. Bellesfield 
3srd Vice-Pres. - Mrs. Amos Peterson 


a - 
PIGUET 55... c ses Mrs. Veine Ogden 
Theseer. §.. ee. . Mrs. Raymond Gross 
‘Historian ...........Mrs. Fred Soop 
‘ % % 


GIRL SCOUTS 

A Girl Scout troop) was organized 
here in 1949 with Mrs. Walter Jacobs 
und Mis. Art Middendorf as leaders. 
There now are 22 girls in an active 
Intermediate Girl Scout troop. Mrs. 
Justin Foley and Mrs. Helen Fake- 
heny are the leaders. 

The girls are gocd workers and are 
helping in the Jubilee preparations by 
selling tickets for benefit activities 
also selling Jubilee Booster Buttons. 


Santom Coaneratiues 


O'BRIEN COUNTY CO-OPERATIVE 
CREAMERY 

The O’Brien County Cooperative 
Creamery located in Sanboin is. the 
town’s lurgest business and a credit to 
al] who have helped in its pregress. It 
is one of the largest creamery plants 
in northwest Towa. 


a 


wha 


|products were added until they were 
using all the building and soon need- 
ed more. So a new building was eree- 
[ted at the south end of Main Street 
on the lots where once stood Sanborn’s 
llargest hotel, the Phoenix. This lo- 
ication was chosen as it was nean the 
raullroud and although other towns 


Wm. Markgiaf end Fred Rensetort. made a bid for the creamery to locate 


from. Minnesota started a creamery 
October, 1936 in the north part of the 
Barker building at the corner of Main 
~ and Third streets. 

A few months later they sold to a 
group of interested farmers who form- 
ed a cooperative unit. They — started 
operating April 1, 1937 with Mr. Reng- 
storf remaining temporarily as man- 
ager. 

A short time later, the same year, 
Dwayne Frisbie came here to manage 
the business, assisted by his father, 
Jeck Frisbie. 


First directors were: Abe Hofman, 


Sanborn, president; Merle Tjossem, 
-aullina, vice-president, Robert  Bir- 
lingmair, Primghar, see.-treas., John 


Klgersma, Eari Protextor, Sanborn, 
Thos. Hadden and A. B. Rohwer, both 
of Prmghar, Robert. Petrich, Melvin, 
Henry Horn, Archer, Mr. Hofman ser- 
ved as president continuously until he 
retired last year. 

At that time they were manufactur- 
ing one product—butter. During the 
war the creamery was selected as one 
of the plants to suppiy the need for 
dried milk. Se in 1943 a dryer was in- 
stalled and they started buying whole 
milk from the farmers. 

A. G. Baldwin was engaged as man- 
ager in 1944, 


The business increased and other 


there it remained here because San- 
born had an ample supply of good wa- 
ter so essential in making good but- 
ter. 

They moved to the new building in 
May, 1950. Directors then were: Pres. 
Abe Hofman; vice-president, A. B. 
Nohwer; sec. treas., L. T. Hickey; Pe- 
ter Van Aalsburg, George Wachtel, 
Joe Fiihr, John Elgersma, Merle Tjcs- 
sem and Gerrit Blankers. 

This building was large and enabled 
them to add new equipment but soon 
there was need for more room and 
they now have under construction a 
60 by 80 foot addition to be used for 
unloading room, can storage, addition- 
al room for drycrs and will house a 
two stall truck repair shop. 


The creamery now plocesses’ for 
human consumption: butter, cheese, 
milk powder, wholesale milk and 


crcam sold to other dairy plants and 
Grade A milk shipped to Sioux City. 
For animal feed: buttermilk powder, 
skim milk powder, condensed — butter- 
milk, condensed whey. 

At present they have 21 employees 
in the plant (three of them are office 
workers}, 11 milk routes and two 
cream routes operated by 14 men. 

Their business in 1952 went over the 
million dollar figure. That year they 
churned 811,830 pounds of butter. The 
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O’Brien County Co-operative 
N G | YN 
reamer N 
y \ 
X 7 RN 
‘ A Farmers Cooperative Business a ‘ 
N N 
‘ Organized April 1, 1937 ‘ 
N N 
PROVIDES A. MARKET FOR DAIRY FARMERS 
‘ One of the Largest Milk and Butter Plants in Iowa \ 
N N 
A. G. Baldwin, Manager : 
, 
an 
A N 
DIRECTORS ‘ 
N A. B. Rohwer, Paullina, Pres. | \ 
‘ Joe Fiihr, Boyden, Vice-Pres. ‘ 
N L .T. Hickey, Sanborn, Sec.-Treas, , 
‘ Peter Van Aalsburg, Sanborn ‘ 
Don Brugman, Moneta ‘ 
Gerrit Rensink, Ashton 
\ Maynard Hofman, Sanborn ‘ 
‘ Walter Henderson, Paullina 
‘ Kenneth Winkel, Ashton 
N 
‘ 
‘ : 
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CO-OPS, Continued 


first six months of 1953 they churned 
750,877 pounds of butter. The first 
six months of 1953 the amount of 
whole milk purchased was double the 
amount purchased the first six months 
of the previous year, 1952. 

A. G. Baldwin is manager and the 
board of directors are: A. B. Rohwer, 
ef Pauilina, president; Joe Fiihr, Boy- 
den, vice-president; L. T. Hickey, sec.- 
tieas.; Peter Van Aelsburg, Maynard 
Hofman, of Sanborn, Don Biugman, 
Moneta, Gerrit Rensink and Kenneth 
Winkel, Ashton, Walter Henderson, 
Paullina, 

* * * 
SANBORN CO-OPERATIVE 
GRAIN: COMPANY 

The Sanborn Cooperative Grain 
Company is probably Sanborn’s old- 
est cooperative business. A farmer 
c0-Op, it was organized in 1906. Craig 
Jackson was their first manager. He 
was followed a few. years later by C. 
A. Hakeman, who retired June 1, 1949 
after 40 years as manager. Chas. 
Getting was one of the first directors. 

The company has prospered through 
the years and now has an extensive 
establishment which includes a grain 
elevator of 18,000 bushel capacity, a 
large concrete grain elevator, 120 feet 
high of 100,000 bushel capacity, which 
Was erected in 1949. Also. lumber 
sheds. At the present time they are 
replacing the old coal bins across the 
road west of the elevator with a 40 by 
100 foot warehouse in which they will 
keep merchandise: feed, seed, fertil- 
izer and building materials. They op- 
rate a corn dryer when needed as vart 
of their business. 


Bert Struyk is now manager and 
directors are: Ed Huibregtse,  presi- 
dent, Will Postma, vice-pres., Abe 


Vanden Burgh, sec.-treas., Merton 
Ruymond, Clarence Getting, Clarence 
Schemper, O. B. Snyder, George 
Wachtel and Claus Schlicht. 
* e * 
FARMERS CO-OP. OIL 

In 1932 T. R.. Kimmel purchased 
from Phil Cuppett the lot on which 
the present Farmers Co-op Station 
stands.. A miniature golf course was 
on the lot at the time of the purchase, 
the office of which was used for ap- 
proximately two years as the 


office! Tietema, Zonnefeld and Bieser 


for the gas station. In 1935 the build- 
ing now standing was built and opera- 
ted under the name of Kimmel’s Co- 
op Super Service. Much of the ma- 
terial used in the construction was ob- 
tained from the old railroad round- 
house which was being taken down 
that year. The building was the first 
new one to be built on Sanborn’s Main 
street for many years. The Co-op 
Super Service was under Ted Kim- 
mel’s management until the year 1945 
when it was sold to the present own- 
ers, The Farmers Co-op Oil Co. of 
Sheldon. 

Don Faas is the present manager 


and Joe Wolthuizen is second man. 
we td ws 


FARMERS MUTUAL: INSURANCE 

Sanborn played quite an important 
role in the organization and success 
of the Farmers Mutual Insurance As- 
sociation of O’Brien County, according: 
to Wm. Treimer, secretary of the as- 
sociation, 

The late Theo. Zimmerman served 
as its secretary for a good many years 
prior to 1923 when he met an acci- 
dental death, from . which date the 
present secretary carried on the of-. 
fice which was maintained in Mr. Zim- 
merman’s home in Sanborn was mov- 
ed then to Mr. Treimers home on a 
farm north of Hartley and_= several 
years later moved to a_ building in 
Hartley. ; 

Also D. M. Norton was elected to 
the board of directors to suececed Me. 
Zimmerman and later elected treasur- 
er of the association to succeed the 
late J. H. Archer, who was a iand 
owner in the Sanborn community. 

es s s 


BURIAL ASSOCIATION 

The O’Brien Cooperative Burial As- 
sociation was organized in Sanborn af- 
ter a group of interested men met one 
evening in April, 1928 in the D. Van- 
der Woude grocery store. After much 
discussion a mass méeting was cailed 
for May 1. A large crowd attended 
and they subsequently voted to organ- 
ize the association, 

Seven directors were elected: Wm. 
Grooters was chosen president, Henry 
Wieman, secy.-treas., and Rev. Tiete- 
ma, M. Zonnefeld, J. P. Bieser, John 
Hofman and Henry Kooi, directors. 
are 
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THE BUTTERCUP 


DRIVE-IN SANBORN DRUG 

| DAIRY WHIP. PRESCRIPTIONS FILLED 
CONES, MALTS, MILK SHAKES 

SUNDAES, SANDWICHES DRUGS — TOILETRIES 


Newest business in Sanborn 


Built 1953 on Hiway 18 Dr, G. Maris, Prop: 


Amy Petrich, Prop. 


SANBORN CEMENT WORKS 
CEMENT BLOCKS WELL CURBS 
DRAIN TILES—-All Sizes 


SLSLSSL SSA SASL ALAALAALAS ALAA SAN 


ALSO VARIOUS OTHER CONCRETE PRODUCTS 


Have been manufacturing concrete products in Sanborn 


since February 1950 


C. Aardema, Prop. 


eater: jeanencr 


_ BUILDING SUPPLIES and COAL 


SHERWIN-WILLIAMS PAINT 


Located at the corner of O’Brien and First streets in Sanborn 


sinee 19038 


J. F. ANDERSON LUMBER CO. 
_C. W. Scoles, Manager 
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CO-OPS, Continued 
now decersed, Wm. Grcoters is an ac- 
tive and interested member and Henry 
Wieman is the only one who has ser- 
ved continuously for the 25 years on 
the board. For a number of years he 
- Was president and is now in charge of 
the funeral home building whieh he 
worked hard to secure for the associ- 
ation, | 

Rk. C. Sawver was their first funer- 
al director, Two years Ister Albert 


my 


a high class of service. 

In February, 1951 they dedicated a 
fine new Funeral Home on Main and 
Fourth strects. The building is 40 by 
98 feet, containing mortuary and stor- 
age rooms and a beautiful chapei 36 
by 28 feet which can be enlarged to 
68 by 28 feet by drawing back a fold- 
ing plastic curtain. This chapel was 
cded'cated for religious services only. 
Their services are available to anyone 
in this territory and this includes am- 


Funeral Home and new 
6perative Burial Assoc.ation. 


Watson succeeded him and still serves 
as mortician, and funerel director, 

In the quarte: century the o gani- 
zation has existed it has g own from 
an unpretentious origin to an .associ- 
atin with 1100 members. Duriny 
these yeers they have added new mo- 
dein equipment and have maintained 


Ambulance-Hearse’ of the O’Brien Co- 


bulance service. 

Lest winter they purchased a new 
Packard for hearse and ambulance. 

Present directors are: Ray Grocters, 
president; Henvy Wieman, vice-pres., 
John Vorel, sec.-tveas., John Prins, 
Gerrit Beyer, Albert Dirks, Wm. 
Grooters. 


Municipal Utilities 


One of Sanborn’s Municipal enter- 
prizes is their electric plant on. east 
First street. The bhuild-ng wes com- 
pleted in 1947 and started operation 
July 1. . 

M. D. Geving was the first superin- 
tendent succeeded by Bernard Prew 
in June, 1950. . 

This was put under trustee manage- 
ment by a vote of the people and Dr. 
J. M. Eason, FE. W. Mayne and A. G. 
Baldwin have been trustees all that 
time. 


Two diesel engines of 300 H. P. each 
we:e installed to start with. In 1949 
a 640 H. P. engine was added. Now 
in 19538 a 840 H. P. diesel is being ad- 


ded, a high speed type. which will 
about double the generating power. 


This required adding a room which is 
under censtruction now. 

Sanborn also: has their own water- 
woiks with wells two miles west of 
town which supply the town with the 
best water anywhere around. 
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Sanborn Savings Bank 


—— 
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CFO S29 
Were io yea. co ela eae boomers President 
James W. Cravens ee tie ee Vice-President 
Coe VO a ER oe pie ale acto Ra mae ee Cashier 
Anna Bopan ss o4 Viv etiew wees Ass’t. Cashier 
Helen L. Fakehany Bonnie Dummett 
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Organized Feb. 4, 1899 


54 Years in a Good Community 


MEMBER F. D. I. C. 
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Memoirs of Early Santowm 


By IRA SOOP 

As I was without a home to e¢all my 
own, [ took my most prized possession, 
a white and liver colored English 
pointer, and walked five or six miles 
into Webster City where I sold my 
dog for a ten dollar bill, the most of 
which | invested in a reilread ticket 
6n the illinois Central from Webster 
City to Cherokee, fer, after conside: - 
uble thought, I had decided to accept 
the offer of my brother-in-law, Cher- 
les Murrey, who then resided a eou- 
ple of miles east of Primghar, to come 
to his home to do chores and go. to 
school, for he hed contreeted to teach 
for the winter. I a:rived in Cherokee 
en a bleak November night in’ 1881 
end immediately made arrangements 
with old Pappy Stewart, who drove 
stage from Primgbar to Cherokee and 
return twice each week, for tvanspor- 
tation to Primghay on the movrow. 
We loft Cherokee before sunrise in a 
gprug wegon propelled by two sm]] 
mules, which were not much liurge: 
thon pack rebbits, and, the day being 
chill, we took turns, the other two 
passengers, Pappy Stewart and I. at 
driving tha mules while the others 
wilked. We stonped onee at a coun- 
try post office which was then known 
as Miie, to deliver meil and secure our 
noon day lunch. It was after dark 
when we reached Primeghar and I took 
my merger belonging's and started out 
east along a road which was naught 
but a poorly marked wagon — trail. 
When I arrived et my brother-in-law’s 
place the femily was all in bed except 
my sister Rose, who wes: just com- 
pieting her nightly housekeeping’ 
chores. It was very little schooling I 
vot that winter, fer the demands of a 
lavee herd of cattle were much g eat- 


er then the opportunities tor ome to 
attend sehool. 
It was during thet winter that I 


mede my first trip to Sanborn. We 
had just stopped our team in front of 
Roden’s English Kitchen (which was 
the old Omer Hotel), when two men 
emerged from the front door, serious- 
ly engaged in the scientific art of fis- 
ticuffs. The fight continued north 


along the board walk to the north end 
of the block. My first ride on the 
Milwaukee was taken in March 18x2, 
for I had decided to return to Web- 
ster City, where I had the opportunity 
of a season’s employment on a farm. 
Charlie Murrey brought me up to 
Sinborn, but we were about 10 or 15 
minutes too late to catch the passen- 
ger train. However, inquiry. at the 
depot availed me of the information 
that I covld ride to Algona on a 
frvight leaving Sanborn sometime la- 
ter that efte-snoon. 

I returned to O’Brien county in the 
fall of 1882 and went to work fo: Al- 
bert Kane, who lived s:me three miles 
cast and north of Psimghar. I work- 
ed for my board that winter, milking 
my share of 80 cows night and morn- 
ing, hauling hay off from the prairie 
in between times, when the: weather 
permitted. 

It wes upon my return to O’Brien 
county in the fall of 1882 that I met 
Anna Moon. She was. teaching the 
Scott School and wes boarding’ with 
the Kane family. It was during that 
same full and winter that I first met 
Jim Hollister, Bill Watters, Mi. and 
Mis. Del Halliday, Mr. and Mrs. Jack 
Hallidey and Hugh and Tom Scoit. 
During that winter I attended several 
country dances, riding with a group of 
young folks who went in bob sleighs. 
Jim Hollister boasted the ownership of 
a Light team and a pung, which was a 
v hicle resembling a dry goods box in 
shape, mounted on plank runners. It 
was the forerunner of the cutter. I 
wotked that winter and through the 
summer for Albert Kane, but at har- 
vest time the Kane’s were hailed cut. 
We-cut the small grain with mowing 
machines and scythes, so I then went 
to work in Buena Vista county, later 
returning to Webster City. 

I came to this community in 1881, 
but my wife came here with her par- 
ents in the fall of 1871 when they 
homesteaded a quarter section of the 
land more recently owned by W. J. 
Foley. Her father, Charles H. Moon, 
having served in the 11th Ilinois Cav- 
aliy, was allowed to homestead 160 
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Congratulations to the sponsors of 

Sanborn’s Diamond Jubilee \ 

Farmers Mutual Insurance N 

N 

Association S 

N 

OF O’BRIEN COUNTY, IOWA \ 

ORGANIZED 1890 R 

8 

| eS 

8 

Wit: Appeldert. “Sr. 5. ls" cwee President ‘ 

SPOT: WEA LROP EON onc s ak en'nicpets noes Vice-President ‘ 

VIN: PONG hss aise See dete cic aoe ain Secretary 

Sterling Avener 4 3.3.5. Wis. ee es os oe Treasurer Y 

N 

: N 

N 

OTHER DIRECTORS \ 

Edw. R. Bohan — Geo, H. Kaiser N 
W. S. Norton Orlo H, Smith 

‘ 
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MEMOIRS, Continued— 

acres, Whereas other settlers who had 
not served in the military forces, were 
limited to 80 acres. Their family liv- 
ed in a sod shanty. ‘Their neighbors 
ccnsisted of the Abe Kcifer family, 
who also homesteaded a portion of the 
Foley fsrm, the Coleman family, the 
Biuly Edwards family, the Billy Brown 
family, the Melvin Wilkins family, 
Miner Blossom and Louvisa Garbeson, 
the woman whom he afterwards mar- 
ried. ‘The first winter in O’Brien 
county the homesteaders took their 
ox teams and drove to Cherokee coun- 
ty, where they cut wood along the ri- 
ver. but after the grueling experience 
of being caught in a blizzard, being 
unable to reach home until after the 
blizzard had subsided, they learned 
the art of twisting end burning hay, 
so the next season they erected large 
haystacks in close proximity to their 
shanties, from hay cut from the ad- 
joining unsettled land. 

Life was a rathe: lonesome: exp?ri- 
ence for the children of the home- 
stevders. The only p-t that my wife 
had was a cub fox that her father and 
Mai. Coleman had dug from a den. The 
young fox grew rapidly and soon be- 
‘ame a clever pet, but he learned the 
art of extricating b:imself from _ his 
collar and acquired an appetite for 
fresh eges, which proved to be his un- 
doing. He disappeared one day when 
Anna was spending the day with the 
Colemans. She never knew, for sure, 
what became of the fox, but she al- 
ways had her suspicions. Her father 
broke prairie and attempted to raise 
a crop, but an infestation of  grass- 


hoppers for two successive seasons 
brought about their departure for 
their old home in Peoria, Ill. One of 


the outstanding experiences of my 
wife’s childhood here in O’Brien coun- 
ty in homestead days, was a trip with 
her father to Sheldon in a lumber 
wagon drawn by an ox team. The only 
house between their homestead and 
Sheldon was a shanty on the 80 acres 
which was located on the north side of 
what is now Highway 18, four miles 
and a quarter west of Sanborn, more 
recently the old Burns farm, which J 
believe is now occupied by Ed Krey- 
kes. The purpose of the trip was to 
have wheat ground into flour 


In the fall of the yer the peat bed 
cn the old Spicer place, more recent- 
ly owned by the Rohrs Brothers, used 
to catch fire and burn for days on end, 
even after the first snows of the win- 
ter had fallen. One day in early fall 
a lone rider, astride a lathered horse, 
rode up to the Moon homestead and 
told them that the Indians were rising 
and to be prepared for a seige. After 
partaking of a little refreshment ha 
rode on to warn the other settlers. 
The settlement was pretty well arous- 
ed, but later developments proved that 
the Indians had ieceived permission 
from the government to leave their 
reservation in Dak-ta and go to Pipe- 


stune, Minn., to dig pipe clay. Their 
depaiture from the reservation 
a-oused so much excitement among 


the settlers that the Indians becume-so 
badly frightened, themselves, that 
they decided to return t> the reserva- 
tion without the desired pipe clay. 

Had the Moons stuck it out until the 
next year, they could, and undoubtedly 
would, have made a go of it, for there 
were no more grass hoppeis the next 
season after their departure. Those 
stouthearted homesteaders who did re- 
main, began, then, to prosper. 

Anna Moon and I were married in 
Paoria, D1., on April 9, 1885, and we 
lived on a farm near Webster City for 
one year, moving to O’Brien County in 
the early sp:ing of 1886. We, like 
many others, squatted on railroad land 
in the hope that when the land was 
offered for sale the railroad would 
give the squatters the first chance, 
put we, like the others, were disillu- 
sioned. .I erected a small one — story 
‘abin on the south east quarter of the 
section, a palit of which is now the 
county farm. The quarter upon which 
I had ereeted our cabin was sold that 
summer, so I had to look for another 
location. My first purchase of land 
was an 80 acres which belonged to 
Tom Wooster. Wooster wanted to get 
married and he had approached Geo, 
Schee to ascertain if he knew of any- 
one who might be interested in buying’ 
a farm. Schee told him that if he 
could get me to take the farm he 
would finance me. I only had a speak- 
ing xequaintance with George Schee 
at that time, but Wooster insisted that 
I buy his 80 acres. The. price was 
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O’Brien Cooperative Burial 


Association 


ORGANIZED MAY 1, 1928, IN SANBORN 
Complete Burial Service 


Modern Ambulance Service 


* + So 


We have given our best efforts to provide sympathetic, digni- 


fied service to the people of a wide territory around Sanborn 


for over 25 years. 


| DIRECTORS 
Pregigeny is % sis y vv oe Uh ee Ray Grooters 
Vice Preaiient 4...» tn one neens Henry Wieman 
Seeretary-TTESsurer ois cae susan be John Vogel 


John Prins Gerrit Beyer 
Albert Dirks Win, Grooters 


we * 


ALBERT WATSON—Funeral Director 
HENRY WIEMAN—In charge of Funeral Home Building 
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FOLEY’S 
CONOCO STATION 


John Foley 


KUY PER ELECTRIC 


GENERAL ELECTRIC 
APPLIANCES 


ALL TYPES OF WIRING 
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since August 1947 


Kenneth Kuyper 


CUPPETT 
CHEVROLET CO. 


Sanborn, Iowa 


for 35 years 


PHIL CUPPETT 


AND GRILL 


GOOD COFFEE | 
THE BEST IN COLD BEER 


Tim Conlin, Prop. 


Located on Hiway 18 for 19 years 


In electrical business in Sanborn 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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STANDARD SERVICE 


Started in the barber trade. in 


: ; and have been in the business here 
Automobile dealer in Sanborn 


THE BLUE ROOM BAR 


LUNCHES - SHORT ORDERS 


Have been doing carpenter and 
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ROSELLA’S 
BEAUTY SHOP 
FOR A LOVELIER YOU 


Serving Sanborn Ladies 
for nine years 


Rosella M. Bloes 
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SHERIDAN’S 5 & 10 
PRIMGHAR - SANBORN 
Donna Dorman, Mgr. 
Gertrude Horstman, Ass’t. 


“Tn Sanborn Since 1950” 


John Sheridan, Prop. 
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LOWERY 
BARBER SHOP 


Sanborn, November 5, 1903 


continuously ever since. 


Jay Lowery 
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ED. WHALEN 
Building Contractor 
Cement Work 


building work in Sanborn 
the past 6 years 


PHONE 335 
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MEMOIRS, Continued— 
right, so 1 went home and broke into 
the kid’s bank to get enough money 
for Wooster to get a marriage license 
und to pay the preacher. I had half 
the land broke up and I sowed it to 
sod flax the next spring. The flax 
crop, when it was harvested and sold, 
Was sufficient to pay for the entire 
furm. This farm was.a part of the 
faim east of town which is now own- 
ed by Mis. John Damman. 

I moved into the town of Sanborn 


in 1893, first living with my _ wife’s 
folks in the house now occupied by 


Mrs. Veenstra, and a little later we 
moved into the house east of George 
Chrisman, later occupied by the Coon- 
er family and more, recently occupied 
-by Joe Buren. I worked at various 
jobs, doing quite a little carpenter 
work, I worked some with Dan 
Moody, who, at that time, was the 
leading contractor in town. W. W. 
Johnson operated a lumber yard on 
First Street, just north of where the 
railroad company ice house’ burned 
down last year. Mike O’Halloran ran 
the flat house, which was a grain stor- 
age clevator located in east of where 
the Huntting Elevator now stands, 
and Ma. Davidson ran the elevator 
which stood on the present site of the 
Huntting elevator. Both  st:uctures 
were blown down at the time of the 
1914 tornado. G, R. Phelps operated 
the elevator which is now operated by 
the Hartogs. Frank Fields operated a 
hardware store on the west side of 
Main Street. He erected the house 
now occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Dick 
Weirsma. His stepson’s name was 
Billy Poston. . 

Brady Brothers Hardware store was 
in the building which later burned out 
and is now the site of the Odd Fel- 
lows Hall. Arthur McCardle operated 
his shoe shop in the Richardson build- 
ing, which later burned out. The 
building had veen moved here by Mrs. 
Richardson from Primghar and sat on 
the site of the old opera house (now 
the George Getting Implement Shop). 
Mort Wilbur operated the Sanborn 
State Bank at the site of the present 
Post Office and Gurney Slocum was 
the cashier. The business was owned 
by the firm of Ellis and Ellis, of 
Charles City. Wm. Harker operated a 


National Bank, which was later con- 
verted into the Sanborn Savings Bank 
after his death. There was a saloon 
located on the lower floor of the build- 
ing now occupied by Mulder’s Fixit 
Shop, and a gambling house in the se- 
cond story, where Jack Turpin, of 
Webster City, and several other pro- 
fessional gamblers used to relieve 
some of the railroad boys of a goodly 
portion of thei pay checks. I cannot 
recall the names of the gambling house 
operator nor the saloon keeper, but a 
saloon keeper on the west side of the 
street was the same man who kil!’ 
the minister in Sioux City some years 
later at the spot where the gold star 
used to be embedded in the side walk. 
Mrs. Curt Cutting operated a cafe on 
the west side of the street. Curt had 
lost his leg in a railroading accident in 
Dakota. He spent much of his time in 
the full of the year hunting prairie 
chickens and ducks. Keynor operated 
the Clark House, which burned down 
in 1922, on the site of the O’Brien 
County Cooperative Creamery. Clark 
Gieen and Wasson operated grocery 
and dry goods stores. Dr. Leary and 
Dr. Cushman were the practicing phy- 
sicians. Teabout bought livestock and 
operated a store. The Milwaukee 
stockyards, at that time, were a flour- 
ishing institution. They occupied the 
yailroad land that is farmed by Har- 
old Grafton and Wren Reitsma~ and 
also a portion of the old Jim Van Zyl 
farm, They were much reduced in size 
by a fire. The fire which destroyed 
the old Milwaukee oi] house, burning 
one man to death and maiming two 
others, created quite a sensation, es- 
pecially so when Tom Farnsworth 
found one of the men, with the rims 
of his errs burned off, in his hay loft 
the next morning after the fire. The 
men were Knights of the Road who 
had sought shelter in the oil house be- 
cause of the heat that was used to 
keep the oil fluid. It was apparently 
the same old story—matches, tobacco 
and a conflagration. 

Bigelow came here from Chicago in 
the 90’s, where he had been a railroad 
conductor and had apparently pros- 
pered quite weil. He purchased the 
quarter section known as the Koster 
place and now occupied by Ed Donker- 
'sloot. He evected an elegant horse 
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MEMOIRS, Continued— 


cupied by the Alonzo Moses family. 
The house sat on the site of the pre- 
sent Chris Leemkuil home. Bill Ro- 
beits, Mis. E. M. Brady’s  brothe:, 
wo:ked for Brady Brothers for several 
years prior to my meving into town 
and for some two or three years after- 
ward. He later started a grecery store 
in Sanborn. His sto:e was known ag 
the NBK store, “No Books’ Kent.” 
Bill was an expert tinner and tinned 
meny of the decks on the houses in 
Sanborn. 

Back in those days there were a 
great many vail road men running in 
and out of Sanborn and for muny 
years thereafter. I- know that I can- 
net remember all of the fellows who 
have railroaded here during the, pact 
75 years, but I do recall quite a num- 
ber that have served on the Milwzu- 
kee during those years. There was 


Jake Hansen, Bill Shirk, Coleman 
Carl, Jchn (Jceco) Kinney, 
Dunn, Howard Tazylor, Bill Long, 


Fiank McConnel, Lou Goddard, W. W. 
Cole, Clarence Cotent, Tom Movricy, 
Emmett Wentworth, Ed Clark, Tom 
McCardle, Hoxie, George. Bryan, 5S. 


Grunlznd, Ai Maulthouse, Geo:ge  B. 
Freeman, Charlie Alexander, Frank 
Penrose, Ed Workman, Ben Olson, 


John Inman, George S. Smith, Johnie 
3urns, John Hughes, FE. Bradbury, 
Bill Stewart, George McCullow, Henry 
Mehren, Jack O’Keefe, Jim McGuire, 
J°hn Wiley, Ed Sparks, Frank Huil- 
but, Ed Love, Charlie Hyde, John 
Smock, Charlie Walston, George lrv- 
ing, Chariie Foote, Jack Peterson, 
Henry Kissler, Guy Melvin, and a 
great many more. 

I went to work for Brady Brothers 
in their store in 1898, and continued 
to work for them until Julius Kerberg 
bought E. M. Brady’s interest in the 
store, Brady Brothers’ Store was quite 
a loafing place for many of the com- 
munity’s residents who were possessed 
of a deep interest in political affairs. 
Many learned and heated discussions 
upon national, state, county and local 
affairs took place therein, and much 
poiitical strategy originated from 
these dicsussions. Pomp and 'B. F. 
McCormick operated the Sanborn Pio- 
neer, and some considerable wit was 


gleaned from its pages and their re-, 


Tom | k VY 


spective editorials. The old jail used 
to sit west of the old Melvin Wilkins 
house, which is now occupied by Pete 
Kooistra, and it was seldom without 
an occupant for the night. 

It was in 1887 that I first met Edith 
Buins, then Edith Walker, when I at- 
tended normal in the old frame school 
house, which later became Telkamp 
Hall, the building which burned out 
When occupied by Hap Andringa’s 
garage, south of the Methodist church. 
Dave Alyyer was County Superintend- 
ent at the time, and Miss Walker was 
also attending nermal at that time. 


There used to-be a well in the cen- 
te: of Mein street at the intersection 
of Main and Second street, where wa- 
te: was secured for five fighting prior 
to the laying of water mains and the 
construction of a water tower. 


| The police force at Sanborn have 
had the distinction of arresting some 
rather tough characters, such as Cor- 
and Yellowhemmer. Corky aiways 
eairied a cane made cf a hickory fork 
handle, and when in t:ouble wielded it 
vicicusly. He successfully eluded the 
police one year, but upon his return 
to Sanborn the next year, looking for 
trouble, threatening John Neese and 
his son for theiz failure to drink with 
him in a saloon, Hai Shirk was called 
in to make the arrest. He was a large 
man of some two hundred and fifty or 
sixty pounds in weight, but Corky 
broke away from him and shouted that 
there was “no d--n man in Sanborn 
that could take him”. I was walking 
scuth along the west side of the street 
as he came running north, and I de- 
cided that I was just the man he was 
looking for. I reached out and 
grabbed him, hitting him as I did so. 
As his body came to the plank side- 
walk his feet went through a store 
window. I pinned him down and held 
him until Hal Shirk arrived to put the 
hand cuffs on him. As Shirk was 
leaning over my shoulders to put the 


handcuffs on Corky, Maloney, the 
baker, came aiong behind Shirk. 
began to yell: “Vl go! Vi go. You 
Stooping down and grasping one of 


Shirk’s feet, he started to pull, throw- 
ing Hal Shi:k down upon my back. 
Corky began to yell: “I’ll go! Ph got 
You’re killing me!” In the melee 
Shirk was jerking his leg and calling 
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Jehue Motors 
OLDSMOBILE DEALERS and SERVICE: GARAGE 


U.S. ROYAL TIRES DELCO BATTERIES 


In Sanborn 20 Years 


At present location on Hi-way 18 since 1950 


Mr. and Mrs. John Jehue, Owners 


The Sanborn Pioneer 
James A. Wilson, Editor and Publisher 


SANBORN’S OLDEST BUSINESS CONCERN 
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Boosting this community since 1879 
* co aK 


The Sanborn Pioneer has been recording Sanborn history for 


74 years and for 82 years in O’Brien county. 
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MEMOIRS, Continued— 

Maloney all soits of names, none of 
which were of a complimentary na- 
ture. Maloney finally released Shirk’s 
leg and explained apologetically that 
he was just trying to.. help. When 
Hal and I vemoved = ourselves from 
Corky’s carcass it was a rather mild 
munneved Corky that Hal jed off to 
jail, It was ew year or two later that 
Dave Palen arrested Yellowhonnne: 
and lodged him in jail. Yellowham- 
mer pounded the handcuffs off froim 
his wrists by beating them against 
the feot of the bed in the jail. He was 


sentenced to serve a term in the eoun- 


ty jail and while there stcle the kev» 
from Sheriff Caiter, ieieasing the 
etrer Inmates in the jail. Not being 
willing to let well enough alone, he 
wrote vio soneriff. Carter: that if he 
would go to 
the big corn erib at the edge cf town, 
he would fin. his keys. 


1 


'veplaced the cold wooden 


Paullina and Jook unter: 
ison 


Sheriff Car-|away from 


ter did not place much faith in the 


tip, but one day, while in Pauilina, he 
walked over to the long corn crib and 
looked, and sure enough, there were 
his keys. Carter immediately get in 
touch with the police in Msrshalltown, 
Yellowhammer’s headquarters, where 
the letter addressed to Sheriff Carter 
had been post marked. Yellowham- 
mer served a stretch in the peniten- 
tiary for breaking jail. It was sus- 
pected that some members of the oid 
Daly Gang used to make their head- 
quarters in Sanborn, but the gang 
never pulled any rcbberices here. 

I purchased the two lots upen which 
I built the house in which I-now live 


in 1893 from B:ady Brothers, who 
had purchased the entire Stocum Ad- 
dition Number Three from the Stocum 
estate upon the death of Mr. Stocum, 
and built the following year. Our fam- 
ily has Hhved continuously in the house 
since that time. 
member of. the school board, the city 
council, the iibrary board and as post 
master in this community, and have 
witnessed more than seventy years ef 
progress in Sanborn. Paved streets 
have displeced the mud holes which 
used to be, electric lights have multi- 
plied the illumination provided by the 
cld kerosene lamp, concrete sizbs have 
side walks, 
modern fire trucks provide the fire 
p.otection so inadequately 
by the bucket brigade or the hand 
drawn hose cait, and we now have 
tro ncontinental telephone service with 
Frencisco but «a few moments 
New York City, while 
news comes to us, even as it is being 
made, by radio and television. As I 
lie on my bed listening to my radio 
the magnitude of the progress made 
in the past three quarters of a cen- 
tury is often the subject of my 
thoughts, as in cogitation I reminisce 
on the events of the past and the ac- 
quaintances and friendships I have 
mide. Few of those old friends re- 
main. I greatly miss the visits which 
D. M. Norton used to make after my 
confinement to my home. Viewing ail 
the progress that I have witnessed in 
the past, I have no doubt that future 
generations will witness even greater 
progress in the years to come. 


Early Public School 


Milwaukee Roundhouse 


I have served as a' 
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GETTING’S 
STOCKYARDS 
LIVESTOCK BUYER 

since 1988 © 
TRUCKING 


since 193] 


Leshe Getting 
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SCHMIDT’S 
BAKE SHOP 
Sanborn’s baker 


since 1950 
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Lowell Schmidt, Prop. 
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GETTING IMPLEMENTS 
OLIVER and MINNEAPOLIS-MOLINE 
FARM EQUIPMENT 
DE SOTO AND PLYMOUTH CARS 
SALES AND SERVICE 
PIONEER HYBRID SEED CORN 
Opened for business in Barker building Jan. 2, 
Opera House building since February, 1945, Addition built 1951 
Geo. C. Getting 
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LONG’S HARDWARE 
SHELF HARDWARE 
CONGOLEUM-NAIRN FLOOR COVERING 
ELECTRIC APPLIANCES 
Harold Long, Prop. 
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PETE ELGERSMA 
Hog Buyer 


In Sanborn 


since 1932 


IRVING’S 
“SLEEPY HOLLOW” 
MOTEL 


% Block East of Park 
on Highway 18 


Built new in 1949 
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Liat of Sanborn Mayors | 


The following named citizens have|W. J. Francis .......... . .1897-1900 
served as Mayor of Sanborn through|J. A. Wilcox .......... ... 1900-1906 
the year's since it was incorporated: BoM Pint ay Ri an 1906-1910 
B. Me Brady. 0.6.1... esse eee, 1880} J, H. Cannon .......... .. 1910-1912 
Pee OVINE oes ong bid de ein'e v0 « 1881) eR... Stamp seers 1912-1914 
BRMEUEM AY si ones Mixa ev aes + ARBEIT MeN so. Vine bb , 1914-1921 
RSS oS, ooo Sek aw eck! 1S6Gi) 9A. Protestor .. civ. s -. 1921-1922 
BP PU AOMRUDS, 5 a7 cise Zbl tas bls O49 188-4 | Bias iH cs hes Sees Oe 1922-1924 
Se ME MRREC IVECO * 4, Wattdatele Oks ie cae LBRO nl. USS ON keane oe 1924-1926 
IOS: facies wean vk ot ares 12861 Georee Smith: ..cee eee 1926-1928 
po ea eee ASST Sana Omer. ve tele a 1928-1932. 
PHIRI EEK. oxi ke Pune a> sae Oe HS 1888) Henry Enenbach ........-. 1932-19384 
"gy Os a ae are 1889-15007. 7, ML, argon: hye, wie ees 1934-19388 
Oe eee MRD, 2.5 en's Ha ER ee Bos SD eat. CUTE “Pisses eee eh eens 1988-1942 
TN So Ry Gale Gk o's 8m 1802) Henry ‘Kissiery, vases: 1942-Feb. 1945 
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Sanborn Public School 1914-39 
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THANK YOU FOLKS 
Our thanks to all the Sanborn 
people who cooperated and help- 
ed us in so many ways to mske 
this book possible. We hope it 
will be of intevest and value for. 
many years to all of us interest- 
ed in our community — Sanborn 
— and its surrounding country. 
HISTORICAL COMMITTEE 


ENJOY. LIFE — EAT OUT. 
MORE OFTEN 


STANDARD CAFE 
The Best in Food and Beverages 
We'll Serve You 
A MEAL OR A SANDWICH 


“It’s A. Pleasure” 


M. D. (Jay) Jaycox, Prop. 


In Sanboin since April 1946. 
ON HIWAY 18 


Omer’s Cafe 
Managed by 


Floy, Phyllis and Shirley Omer 
44 Years of Good Food by the Omers 
1908 — OMER wine HOTEL AND CAFE — 1949 
(Formerly Palma House) 
In 1949 the building that housed the Hotel and Cafe for 65 


years was torn down and a-modein Cafe erected on the same 


corner by the late Sam Omer. 


BUS DEPOT 
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i -senal Brushes: just telephone 


Have been in the loeztion on East 
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PHONE 
Your Fuller Dealer 
When you need Household ov Per- 
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below. Most value 
Prempt Service. 


number 
your money. 


RALPH EPPING 


Phone 25-F‘% 


Sanborn 


SNYDER REPAIR 
WELDING 


TRACTOR OVERHAULING 
MACHINE REPAIRING 


Second Street, 3% years. 


Don Snyder 
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The Phoenix, Sanborn’s finest ho- 
tel at the corner of Main and First 
streets—destroyed by fire in 1922. 


A Gine Race Track 


In the early 1890’s there was a race|sacks, John Newell, a carpenter from 
track just north of Sanborn which was| Hull was building the elevator and 
au popular reereation plece for sceveral|seven of the carpenters slept in the 
vears, Mr. Bigelow, a former railroad | warehouse while here. Mr, Jantzen 
cenductor, eame here from Chicago} went on west working as a carpenter 
and put it on the ploce now the Koster |and settled on a faim near Boyden but 
farm. Ed Donkersloot,’ the present}now lives in Sheldon. He recalls that 
tenant, tells that the ridge can still] the race track was made 62 years ago 
be seen showing the course of the| G.e. 1891). 
track, - The elevator ha worked on we be- 

Clyde Powell tells that Mr, Bigelow|Heve was probably the old Huntting 
had a large barn with 380 stalls in it elevator which was wrecked in the 
and hired a full time horse trainer for | 1414 tornado. 
his horses and any others who wished 
to bring their horses to be trained. 
Many horses were brought quite a Ringling Bros. Start Here 
distance to enter the races. One 
horse named “Little King” belonging 
to Doug Peck was outstanding and 
became well-known. The track was 
considered the best half mile race 
course in the state. After a jockey 
was killed in a race, pecple lost inter- 
est in the races and they were soon 
discontinued. NOVEMBER 25, 1887 

Herman Jantzen, father of Mrs.| Our storekeepers have all adopted 
Carl Harbst, tells of the race tiack|/he large round lamp and these _ to- 
when he came here 63 years ago to|gether with the street lamps give 
help build Sanborn’s first elevato:. Be-; Main. street quite a brilliant appear- 
fore that there was a “flat top” orlance at night. Nothing like having 
warehouse where they stored grain in|{plenty of light. 


When Ringling Bros. Cireus first 
started Sanborn was the second plaice 
where they showed. They showed first 
at McGregor, the Ringling Brothers 
home town. 
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Congratulations 


SANBORN! 


“Good Towns Don’t Just Happen” 


We are proud to have had a 
part in the building of a 
PROGRESSIVE SANBORN 
Since 1899 


Mayne’s Store 


General Merchandise 
EARL W. MAYNE 
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Mrs. Anna Magee, who with her 
first husband, Hiram Algyer, moved 
a house heve from Primghar, the first 
dwelling in Sanborn. 


The W. P. Luke family moved from 
New Diggins, Wise. to Sanborn in 
October, 1898 and engaged in business, 
a Variety Store, in the building located 
where Gorsett Garage is and was own- 


family lived upstairs. After six year, 
on account of his health, Mr. Luke 
sold the stock to a man from Prim- 
ghar, which after six months’ both 
stock and building were destroyed by 
fire. After sale of store, the family 
moved into a house on Fifth street. 
That house was completely destroyed 
in 1914 by the cyclone but was re- 
built and is now occupied by Jim San- 
ders Jr. The only two of the family 
who are living are a son, Walter Luke 
and a daughter, Mrs. Inez Conkey, 
both living here. 


This Historical Bock printed by O’Brien County’s first newspaper 
The Sanborn Pioneer 


ed by the deceased M. M. Burns; the 
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